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Team heads for Washington meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian delegation left Amman for 
W 8 stringt 0 O Saturday to take part in a meeting RrtwduM to open 
there- Tuesday to discuss mechanisms to establish a Mideast 
development hank in impte mentation of recommendations issued 
by the Casablanca economic summit last October and to pave the 
ground for holding the Amman economic summit in April. 
Jordan's delegation is headed by Jawad A1 Anani , za economic 
expert and information minister in the outgoing government of 
prime Minister Abdul S alam MajalL Minister of Finance in the 
oatgoing government Sami Gamittoh said the meeting, convened 
tqxm American President BQl Clinton's request, will define 
contributions by countries and international bodies in the prop- 
osed bank and the projects to be financed by the bank in toe 
countries of the region, including Jordan. Mr. Ganunoh stressed 
Jordan’s keenness to speed up the process of establishing the bank, 
which be said was originally Jordan’s idea. 
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PFLP claims ‘revenge’ killing , 

OCCUPIED JERUSALE M (A gencies) — The Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) said Saturday it carried out the 
killing of a Jewish settler on the occupied West Bank to avenge 
four Pales tinians slain earlier in the week. The woman aged 20 
died and another settler was wounded when assailants opened fire 
as they overtook the Israelis' car on a busy road in the RamaDah 
area on Friday. The PFLP carried our die attack to avenge the 
killing of four Palestinians by an Israeli army undercover unit in 
the same area two days earlier, a member of the group told AFP 
by telephone. According to military sources, two members of the 
PFLP, which is opposed to Israel’s autonomy deal with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO), were among the dead. 
Human rights organisation Amnesty International has urged an 
inquiry into the killing of four Palestinians, saying it looked like an 
execution by IsraeG undercover agents. "Any undercover unit 
should be given dear instructions not to commit extrajudicial 
executions," an Amnesty statement said. 
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MM King formally names Sharif Zeid as premier 
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Letter of designation outlines priorities that await next government 

King defines cabinet tasks as ensuring respect for the law, independence of judiciary and 
coordination with Parliament, enhancing political pluralism, tackling poverty, unemployment, 
implementing economic and administrative reforms, and preparing Jordan to meet era of peace 


External relations should be built on mutual respect and national interests 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Ensuring the 
role of the law and independ- 
ence of the judiciary, work- 
ing in dose coordination with 
the legislature, enhancing 
political pluralism and pre- 
paring Jordan to meet the 
requirements of the era of 
peace should be the priorities 
of the new government. His 
Majesty King Hussein told 
Prime Minister-designate 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker on 
Saturday. 

In a letter of designation he 
sent to Sharif Zeid" wbo will 
succeed Abdul Salam Majali, 
the King outlined die task, 
that awaits the former chief 
of the Royal Court and 
commander-in-chief of the 
Armed Forces in his capacity 
as prime minister. 

Addressing the problem of 
poverty and unemployment 
among Jordanians is an issue 
of high concern to die coun- 
try and it should be tackled 
through well-founded 
approaches based on poofinc 
of national resources apg 
optimisation of use of the 
resources while ensuring so- 
cial justice, die King told 
Sharif Zeid. 

The King called on Sharif 
Zeid, whom he described as 



“the right man on whom one 
can depend whenever the na- 
tion required your services," 
to reorganise and modernise 
all wings of the Armed 
Forces, which play a crucial 
role in safeguarding the 
democratic march of the 
country. 

~ The government' should 
work on implementing admi- 
nistrative reforms and set up 
new state institutions that 
serve the national objectives 
of development with the fell 
participation of the private 
sector m conjuncture with the 


public sector, said the King in 
the letter. 

The government sbould 
seek to upgrade and expand 
the country’s infrastructure 
to facilitate the development 
of all sectors of the economy 
and ensure that the citizens 
receive the proper level of 
services in all areas, the King 
instructed Sharif Zeid. 

Gose attention should be 
given to vocational training 
so that the country's unem- 
ployed youth could be 
absorbed to meet the nation- 
al requirements of the labour 
market and replace foreign 
workers whose number is 
growing to unacceptable 
proportions in the country, 
the King said. 

The fleet of Royal Jorda- 
nian, the national carrier, 
should be consolidated and 
modernised and the services 
of the airline should reflect its 
status as the national symbol, 
the King said. 

The information media 
should reflect the positive im- 
age of Jordan and its achieve- 
ments shice the Kingdom 
would come under closer in- 
ternational scrutiny in the era 
of peace, the King said. 

The government should 
uphold the right to freedom 
of expression, speech and 
opinion as the basic pillars of 



Premier- designate to 
announce cabinet today 


Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

the society, but reject any 
move by anybody to use 
these freedoms to undermine 
the democratic march of the 
country, the King said. 

On the external front, the 
King said, the new govern- 
ment should work on budd- 
ing Jordan’s relations with all 
-countries on the basis- -of-' 
mutual respect and national 
interests. 

The King reaffirmed Jor- 
dan’s commitment to sup- 
porting the Palestinian peo- 

(Con turned on page 7) 


By Ayman Safadi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday 
officially designated Royal 
Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker to form the new gov- 
ernment and sources said the 
new cabinet will be 
announced today. 

In his letter of designation. 
King Hussein said the King- 
dom was entering a new era 
which requires the pooling of 
resources and the consolida- 
tion of efforts in order to 
continue the process of na- 
tion building in a way that 
would guarantee social jus- 
tice, tolerance, pluralism as 
well as economic and admi- 
nistrative-reforms. 

“I entrust you with forming 
tiie government... which we 
hope would be able, through 
the qualified persons you 
would choose for it, to shoul- 
der the grave responsibilities 
and face the challenges" con- 


fronting the country, King 
Hussein told Sharif Zeid. 

In the forefront of these 
responsibilities, the King 
said, are asserting the 
sovereignty of law, maintain- 
ing secorty and stability and 
consolidating the democratic 
march in an atmosphere of 
pluralism, openness and 
national unity. 

Addressing Sharif Zeid as 
the man who oould be relied 
upon, the King said the new 
era requires the continuation 
of the process of building the 
state of institutions through 
modernising legislation, re- 
forming administration and 
putting the interests of the 
state above all other consid- 
erations. 

~ Kiftg HussehT also sdJd that 
the Kingdom would work to- 
wards consolidating peace 
with Israel which he de- 
scribed as the right of future 
generations, adding that the 
Kingdom would continue to 
seek a comprehensive peace 


in the region. 

Arab reconciliation, he 
said, is an objective which 
Jordan has always sought to 
achieve for the benefit of the 
whole nation (see foil trans- 
lated text of the letter of 
designation). 

Meanwhile, Sharif Zeid 
continued consultations over 
the composition of his 
Cabinet, with most of the day 
spent on discussions with par- 
liamentary blocs and inde- 
pendent lawmakers. 

In a meeting with repre- 
sentatives of the Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF), Sharif Zeid 
discussed the requirements of 
the era through which the 
Kingdom is passing and the 
need to unite efforts in order 
to face the challenges facing 
the country, IAF sources 
said. 

The sources said the prime 
minister-designate did not 
directly discuss the participa- 
tion of IAF lawmakers in his 
Cabinet during the meeting 


with the IAF representatives, 
who were overall leader of 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
Abdul Majeed Thneibat, De- 
puty Abdul Rahim Ukour 
(Irbid), and a former minister 
of health, Adnan Al Jaljouli. 

Informed sources, howev- 
er, said that Sharif Zeid 
would be willing to offer ihe 
IAF up to the portfolios that 
could include the ministries 
of parliamentary affairs and 
of state. 

IAF sources told the Jor- 
dan Times the lAFs decision 
to enter the Cabinet or not 
will have to be made by the 
leadership of the party 
among strong indications that 
tiie group would join the 
government if it is offered 
portfolios that correspond 
with its weight in Parliament 
and on the street 

“If we decided to join- the 
government, we will choose 
the portfolios through which 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iran warns 
Israel 
against 
attack 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on 
Saturday warned that it 
would retaliate if Israel 
attacked its nuclear facilities, 
Iran's official news agency 
IRNA reported. 

IRNA was reacting to a 
New York Times report that 

r sd Israeli officials saying 
Jewish state could be 
forced to consider attacking 
Iran’s nuclear reactors if it 
does not stop its nuclear 
programme. 

“Israel was dead wrong in 
making such claims if it 
thought it had the capability 
to carry out its threats with 
no fear of reprisal,” said a 
statement issued by Iran’s 
mission at the United Na- 
tions, in New York, quoted 
by IRNA. 

The statement renewed 
Iran’s assertion that it has 
peaceful designs for its nuc- 
lear programme, saying Iran 
is a sanatory of the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT). 

“Iran simply does not have 
the ambition to become a 
nuclear weapon state. Iran 
does not, and will not, in Hght 
of its own interest, engage in 
a nuclear weapon program- 
me,” it said. 

“As a matter of national 
policy, Iran has denounced 
nuclear weapons and other 
weapons of mass destruc- 
-tion the statement added. 

The New York Times, 
quoting U.S. and Israeli offi- 
cials, said Iran could be five 
years away from building a 
nuclear weapon, and Quoted 
unidentified Israeli officials 
saying that Iran’s nuclear 
programme was the most se- 
rious threat facing their coun- 
try. 

Israel’s jet fighters bombed 
. an Iraqi nuclear reactor in 

.9981. 

Israel, which did not sign 
the NPT, has neither con- 
firmed nor denied reports 
saying it possesses more than 
100 nuclear warheads. 


Russian general killed, 
but Grozny under blitz 

Chechens fear fall of their capital; 
Western voices of alarm mount 


GROZNY (Agencies) — 
Chechen fighters Saturday 
killed a Russian general — 
their highest ranking victim 
so far in the month-long con- 
flict with Moscow — but 
appeared to be coming to 
terms with the possibility that 
their capital Grozny might 
foil nonetheless. 

Intense Russian artillery 
'fire and air' raids left the 
Chechen presidential palace 
in flames Saturday as Mos- 
cow escalated its assault on 
the city. 

The intensity of the artil- 
lery fire was unprecedented 
in tiie month-old intervention 
by Moscow’s troops and 
forced secessionist fighters to 
fall back around the pres- 


idential b uilding . 

A Russian jet fired two 
rockets on the city centre and 
two others to the east of 
Grozny at around 11:30 a.m. 
(0830 GMT) despite Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin’s in- 
sistence Friday that all aerial 
bombing of the city had been 
halted on his orders. 

Russian heavy artillery also 

E hit residential areas, 
:ow Echo radio re- 
ported, with artillery and 
Grad rockets blasting areas in 
the north and northeast of 
the city. 

According to the Interfax 
news agency in Moscow, 
quoting an Interior Ministry 
spokesman. Major General 
Viktor Vorobiov, of the In- 


terior Ministry forces, was 
killed in Grozny and two 
other senior officers were 
seriously wounded when a 
mine exploded next to them. 

The men were on a mission 
to “disarm armed bandit 
formations,” interfax .said. 

As shells flew in Grozny, 
Muscovites got into the spirit 
of orthodox Christmas, danc- 
ing and clapping at an open- 
air concert but worries about 
Russia’s attempt to crush 
Chechenya clouded the fes- 
tival. 

“It’s a shame that now, 
when we have a chance to 
openly celebrate, Russians 
are dying in Grozny,” said 

(Continued on page 7) 


Storm erupts over PLO’s 
role in Labour election win 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A 
political storm erupted in 
Israel cm Saturday over a 
report that the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
coordinated with the Labour 
party to secure its victory at 
the last elections in 1992. 

Basing its report on a book 
by FLO official Mahmoud 
Abbas (Abu Mazen), Israel 
Radio said the organisation 
made several pledges to 
Labour at secret meetings be- 
fore the polls. 

But Ahmad Tibi, advisor 
to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, immediately denied 
the account at a hurriedly 
convened [ness conference in 
East Jerusalem saying it was 
“completely baseless.” 

“Tne PLO has never inter- 
vened in favour of the. 
Labour Party in these elec- 
tions and rejects the accusa- 
tions of interference in Israeli 
affairs, made by parties 


opposed to the peace,” he 
added. 

The radio said the PLO 
had agreed to block progress 
at the bilateral Israel-rLO 
tafles in Washington while 
avoiding mention of the Jeru- 
salem issue or the final status 
of die Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories, according to the book, 
“The Road to Oslo." 

It added the PLO also cal- 
led on the Xsraeli-Arab 
electorate to vote for Labour 
but agreed not to publicise its 
support so as not to harm the 
party’s chances. 

But Dr. Tibi said he was 
“astonished” by the “artifi- 
cial storm” whipped up by 
the radio over the extracts 
from the book. 

He admitted, however, 
that minutes of contacts be- 
tween the PLO and Labour 
had been inserted into a reis- 
sue of die book in Beirut and 
would be removed in the next 


publication. 

The right-wing opposition 
Likud bloc immediately laun- 
ched a scathing attack on 
Labour and demanded police 
open a criminal 11 inquiry, 
accusing it of “connivance 
with the enemy to topple a 
legally-elected government.” 
Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu charged Labour 
was guilty of “one of the 
gravest swindles in the coun- 
try’s history,” while his pre- 
decessor and former premier, 
Yitzhak Shamir, accnsed 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin of “treason.” 

Likud said it would call a 
top-level meeting of its offi- 
cials on Sunday to discuss the 
affair and demanded a par- 
liamentary inquiry. 

Health Minister Ephraim 
Snefa, who according 'to the 
radio led the secret contacts 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq hails 
closer ties 
with Paris 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq on Saturday hailed 
France’s decision to open an 
interests section in Baghdad 
and condemned what it called 
the “arrogant" U.S. and Brit- 
ish criticism of the move. 

A senior official of the 
ruling Baath Party, Saad Kas- 
sem Hammudi, told AFP that 
their reaction was “devoid of 
any legal basis and morally 
unjustified and shows the 
arrogance of the two coun- 
tries.” 

France decided Friday dur- 
ing a visit by Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz to 
open “very soon” an interests 
section at the Romanian 
embassy in Baghdad. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said the opening 
of an interests section was “a 
technical measure which 
allows us to settle practical 
questions linked to the break 
in diplomatic relations with 
Iraq,” since early 1991. 

But Iraq had to comply 
with all U.N. resolutions im- 
posed on Baghdad since the 
end of the January-February 
1991 war, he warned. 

The decision was hailed by 
the Iraqi media on Saturday 
which splashed it across front 
pages, while the television 
broadcast pictures and com- 
mentary on Mr. Aziz's visit to 
Paris. 

The U.N. Security Council 
is due next week to hold its 
regular two-month review of 
the sanctions imposed on 
Iraq when it invaded Kuwait 
in August 1990. 

France, China and Russia 
have led calls for an easing of 
the sanctions which have 
crippled the Iraqi economy, 
saying Baghdad has made 
progress in complying with 
U.N. resolutions notably on 
disarmament.. 

But the United States and 
Britain have strongly 
opposed any lifting of the 
sanctions until all U.N. de- 
mands are met. 

Mr. Hammudi called on 
other European countries to 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday receives Greek Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou 
and Ids wife Dimitra Liani- Papandreou at the Hashemiyeh Palace (Petra photo) 

King, Papandreou call for 
enhanced Jordan-Greece ties 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein and Greek- 
Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou held talks Satur- 
day on Jordanian-Greek rela- 
tions in all fields and means 
to enhance cooperation in 
economy and culture. 

The audience came after 
Mr. Papandreou. 75. under- 
went a scheduled medical 
check-up at the King Hussein 
Medical Centre, according to 
sources quoted by interna- 
tional news agencies. 

Contacted by the Jordan 
Times, the Greek embassy 
referred all questions related 
to the prime minister's stay 
here to the Ministry of Fore- 
ign Affairs. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said that during the 
meeting at the Hashemiyeh 
Palace, the King briefed Mr. 
Papandreou on'the situation 
in the Middle East and Jor- 
dan's efforts to achieve just, 
comprehensive and durable 
peace in rhe region. 

The King also outlined Jor- 
dan's endeavours to have all 
parries to rhe Middle East 
conflict achieve pence, open- 


ing the door for a better, 
future in the region. 

Discussing the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty signed on 
Ocr. 26. the King noted that 
the treaty had restored the 
Kingdom's territorial and wa- 
ter rights. Petra said. 

The agency quoted the 
Greek prime minister as 
paving tribute to the King's 
leadership and his efforts 
over the decades to achieve 
peace and stability in the 
region. He also praised 
Jordanian-Greek relations 
and called for enhancing 
them. 

The audience was attended 
by His Royal Highness Prince 
Hamzeh Ben Al Hussein, the 
King's political advisor Mar- 
wan Al Qassem and members 
of the delegation accompany- 
ing Mr. Papandreou. 

The Greek prime minister 
and his wife Dimitra Liani- 
Papandreou and the delega- 
tion arrived here Friday. 

Meanwhile, controversy 
surrounded rhe reports that 
Mr. Papandreou had under- 
gone a medical check-up 
while in Amman. 

The AFP quoted Jordanian 
medical source, declining to 
be named, said the tests 


showed the prime minister's 
health was ’'satisfactory.” 

Bui Telemachos Xitiris. a 
Greek deputy information 
minister accompanying the 
premier, denied Mr. Papan- 
dreou had a check-up. The 
report was "totally unfound- 
ed." he said. 

Then prime minister was 
admitted to the cardiology 
centre of the Al Hussein 
Medical Centre for a 
"routine check-up" which 
was on the programme of his 
visit, diplomats quoted by 
news agencies said. 

Mr. Papandreou’s office 
had asked the Jordanian au- 
thorities on Dec. 27 to 
arrange the examination at 
rhe cardiology centre, one of 
the best in the Middle East, 
informed sources were 
quoted as saving. 

They said his office warned 
to keep the check-up secret 
and so opted for Amman 
rather than London, where 
he underwent a triple heart 
by-pass operation in jyny. ■ 

Health Minister Dimiiris 
Kremastinos, wbo is also Mr. 
Papandreou’s personal physi- 
cian. said the reports were 
part of a “political destabi- 
lisation plan.” 
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Russia said delaying deal 
on ending arms to Iran 


WASHINGTON (R) — Rus- 
sia is dragging its feet on 
completing an agreement 
readied by Presidents Bill 
Clinton and Boris Yeltsin last 
year under which Moscow # 
would end anus sales to Iran, # 
senior U.S. officials say. 

The issue is expected to be 
raised by Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher when he 
meets his Russian counterr 
part in Geneva on Jan. 17 
and 18. 

But the crisis in the break- 
away Russian region of 
Chedbenya is likely to inter- 
fere with any quick resolu- 
tion, one senior U.S. official 
said in an interview. 

“I think a]] of this compli- 
cates the kinds of steps that 
Yeltsin and (Prime Minister 
Viktor) Chern om yrdin and 
(Foreign Minister Andrei) 
Kozyrev were trying to take 
in terms of bringing their 
policies into c onfo r m ity with 
those of the other countries,” 
the official said of the fighting 
between the Russian army 
and Chechen rebels. 

After his s ummi t with Mr. 
Clinton in Washington last 
September, Mr. Yeltsin pub- 
licly acknowledged a private 
commitment to end future 
arms sales to Iran, which die 
United States considers a 
sponsor of terrorism and has 
worked hard to isolate. 

Bat Mr. Yeltsin asserted 
be would still carry out the 
terms of a 1988 weapons deal 
with Iran, arguing that Rus- 
sia, as a “respectable, great 


power cannot £a3 to honour 
this contract.” 

U.S. offidals, having little 
other choice, acceded to this 
co mpro mise. But in the past 
three months there has been 
little progress in brin ging the 
agreement to completion, 
even though Mr. Yeltsin said 
he hoped it would be done 
soon. 

One official said that Mos- 
cow has failed to disclose 
critical details of past con- 
tracts with Iran and “until we 
know what’s in those past 
contracts we don't have a 
final resolution.” 

“What if it (r emaining con- 
tract obligations) were bil- 
lions of dollars. That’s not 
really much of a deal,” he 
said. 

The administration wants 
to know the exact amount of 
weapons still to be transfer- 
red to Iran and a date by 
which the transfers will be 


difficulty in obtaining 
this information suggests that 
even though Mr. Yeltsin has 
publicly promised to halt 
arms sales to Iran “there’s 
probably still a debate going 
on (in Moscow) as to whether 
tins was the right thing for the 
Russians to do,” the official 
said. . 

The lead offidals on this 
matter are Vice President A1 
Gore and Mr. Chernomyrdin 
but Under Secretary of State 
Lynn Davis also had talks in 
Moscow last month. Mr. 
Tiristopber will discuss a 


range of issues — including 
arms sales to Iran — when be 
meets Mr. Kozyrev in Gene- 
va tins month. 

With the end of the cold 
war and die Soviet Union's 
collapse, Russia's interna- 
tional aims sales business has 
plummeted, leaving Iran one 
of the former superpower's 
only weapons dirats. 

In recent years, Russian 
sales to Tehran have included 
advanced MiG-29 and Sukhoi 
SU-24 warplanes, T-72 tanks 
and two diesel-powered Kilo- 
class ai hnrnriwff ii. 

The United States has bar- 
red Russia from becoming a 
founding member of a new 
export control body unless it 
halts arms sales to Iran. 

Other leading countries in 
the group — Britain, France 
and Germany — wanted to 
admit Russia right away and 
have resisted implementing 
tiie control plan before Rus- 
sia became a party, U.S. offi- 
cials said. 

James Woolsey, before his 
resignation as dire cto r of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, 
recently predicted that Iran 
could possess a nuclear bomb 
in eight to 10 years or sooner 
if it received significant fore- 
ign assistance. 

Tim New York Times said 
on Thursday that American 
and Israeli officials believe 
Iran is much closer to produc- 
ing an atomic weapons than 
previously thought, maybe 
less than five years. 


Paris incurs allies 9 wrath 
oyer warming to Baghdad 


PARIS (R) — France has 
incurred the wrath of its 1991 
Gulf war allies for receiving a 
senior Iraqi leader for me 
first time since the conflict 
and announcing it would 
reestablish a diplomatic 
toehold in Baghdad- 

Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe raid after a lengthy 
'breakfast with Deputy Prune 
Minister Tareq Aziz that 
Paris would open an interest 
section at the Romanian 
embassy in Iraq very. soon._ 

Paris’s gesture drew swift 
and sharp criticism from the 
United States, which led an 
international force against 
Iraq in the Gulf war, and 
Britain. 

The high-profile thaw be- 
tween Pans and Baghdad was 
overshadowed by a defiant 
speech by President Saddam ' 
Hussein hailing the “mother 
of battles,” as Iraq called the 
war in which a U.S.-led coali- 
tion drove its invasion forces 
out of Kuwait 

Mr. Juppe said his 80- 
minute meeting with Presi- 
dent Saddam’s longtime 
right-hand man covered the 
situation in Iraq and Bagh- 
dad’s implementation of 
U.N. resolutions arising from 
its ill-fated 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

“Some progress has been 
made over the past months, 
more remains to be done,” 
Mr. Juppe, who previously 
met Mr. Aziz in New York 
four months ago, told repor- 
ters. 

Reacting to the announce- 
ment of the interest section, 
U.S. State Department 
spokeswoman Christine Shel- 
ly said: “We do not believe 
that this is a timely action. 
We don’t consider the par- 
ticular decision to be helpful 
or constructive.” 

The United States is the 
only major Western country 
with an interest section in 
Baghdad. 



Iraqi Vice-Prime. Minister Tareq Aziz (left) listens as 
French Foreign Minister Alain Jqipe speaks with reporters 
in Paris on Friday (AFP photo) 


til London, a British Fore- 
ign Office spokesman faulted . 
France, which has just taken 
over the presidency of the 
European Union: “No other 
member state has reestab- 
lished in Baghdad in tins 
way.” 

“We remain very suspi- 
cious of the Iraqi regime’s 
intentions in the wake of the 
events last October. It is not 
the moment to relax pressure 
on Iraq to comply fully with 
U.N. requirements,” he said. 

France advocates a gradual 
easing of the U.N. oil embar- 
go to reward Iraq for recog- 
nising Kuwait's borders and 
complying with disarmament 
resolutions. Bat Mr. Jappe 
was cagey about prospects of 
a move to case sanctions 
when the Security Council 
reviews the issue later this 
month. 

He endorsed Mr. Aziz’s 
call for a “legalistic imple- 
mentation” of the resolutions 
and said France wanted to 
break the deadlock. 

“A deadlocked situation 
does not benefit anyone. We 
must move forward,” he said. 

The Security Council is due 
to review in January, March 
and April rep o rts of the U.N. 
Special Commission supervis- 
ing Baghdad’s compliance 
with resolutions demanding 


tile e limina tion of its mass 
destruction weapons. 

Mr. Aziz said Iraq was 
cooperating fully with the 
U.N. Special Connmsrion. 
“But the Security Council 
must in return make a posi- 
tive move towards... a soften- 
ing of sanctions against Iraq 
in keeping with a fair and 
legalistic interpretation of the 
council’s resolutions,'* he 
said. 

He called the council’s in- 
terpretation of the resolu- 
tions as “abusive and arbit- 
rary”, adding: “Iraq's legiti- 
mate rights must be respected 
in keepang with the text of the 
resolutions and the rales of 
international law.” 

Mr. Aziz welcomed the 
opening of a French diploma- 
tic mission in Baghdad as 
making it easier to discuss 
bilateral questions and the 
implementation of U.N. re- 
solutions. Iraq already has an 
interest section in Paris. 

France was one of Iraq's 
major arms suppliers and 
trading partners daring the 
1980s and is still owed an 
estimated several bnUion dol- 
lars by Baghdad. 

Mr. Jappe was cautious not 
to appear too friendly to Mr. 
Aziz, only shaking his hand 
out of view of television 
ca m eras. 



GEAGEA IN COURT: Two Lebanese soldiers guard the former Lebanese warlord Samir Geagea mthe room court in 
Beirut d urin g his trial for nir k tiw i i>pi% Dm Cbanram and his fiuaQy (see page 12) (AFP photo) 


Saudi under death sentence in Jordan 
held in U.S., seeks review of his case 


By P.V. Vfvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Saudi Ara- 
bian national sentenced to 
death in absentia in a subver- 
sion case in Jordan and now. 
in U.S. detention in an unre- 
lated charge is seeking to 
present his version of the case 
to the judicial authorities in 
die Kingdom, lawyers said 
Saturday. 

Mohammad Jamal Khalifa 
was among 11 people who 
were given the death penalty 
after a four-month trial at the 
State Security Court last 
month. 

Mr. Khalifa — said to be 
the son-in-law of Osama Ben 
Laden, a Saudi millionaire of 
Yemeni origin and allegedly 
the bankroll er of extremist 
groups in several Arab coun- 
tries — and two others, an 
Omani and a Jordanian, were 
handed down the sentence in 
absentia: 

The case involved a group 
of people' nicknamed “Arab 
Afghans,” a reference to 
some of its members’ back- 
ground as volunteers who 
fought against the Soviet 
army in the 1980-90. war in 
Afghanistan. 

The group was accused of 
plotting and carrying out 
bomb attacks in public places 


and planning to assassinate 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
;with Israel, 
of the 25 people origi- 
nally charged were acquittal; 
11 were given the death sent- 
ence and seven others were 
jailed for terms ranging be- 
tween IVz years to life impris- 
onment. 

Samih Husseini, a Jorda- 
nian lawyer, said hie was con- 
tacted by a U.S. lawyer, 
acting on behalf of Mr. Khali- 
fa who was arrested in San 
Francisco about a month ago 
on charges of violating Amer- 
ican immigration laws. 

Mr. Husseini said he told 
the lawyer that Mr. Khalifa’s 
case could not be taken up in 
Jordan as long as he was not 
present in the Kingdom. 

“Under Jordanian law, 
anyone convicted in absentia 
needs to be present in Jordan 
for his or her case to be 
reviewed,” said Mr. Hns- 
seihi. “Once. the. convict sur- 
renders or is arrested, . by 
Jordanian authorities, then 
the verdict Against him or her 
is automatically annulled and 
a retrial is ordered.” 

As such, Mr. Husseini said 
he advised his American 
counterpart that Mr. Khalifa, 
who is travelling on a Saudi 
passport, present himself in 
Jordan and face the charges 


against him in a retrial 

Reports in the Arabic- 
langoage press in Europe said 
Mr. Khalifa, who lived in the 
Philippines and ran a Muslim 
religious centre there for 
several jyears, was under in- 1 
vestigation by American law- 
enforcement agencies for 
possible links with ‘terrorist 
organisations.” 

The formal charge against 
him in San Francisco, howev- 
er, is of making a false state- 
ment in his visa application 
form that there were no cri- 
minal charges pending 
against him anywhere in die 
world. The statement was. 
made when he was under 
indictment in Jordan in the 
“Arab Afghan” case, accord- 
ing to the report. 

In the “Arab Afghans” 
case, it was reported that 
Abdallah Hashaika, said to 
be the mastermind behind 
the group, had visited' the 
Philippines and met witfaMr. 
Khalifa who extended him 
help to set up clandestine 
operations against the state in 
Jordan. It was not known 
whether Mr. Khalifa had ever 
been in Jordan. 

Mr. Khalifa is reported to 
have flown to the U.S. after 
the Philippine government 
launched an investigation 
into the religious centre be 


was running and other Mus- 
lim organisations suspected 
of financing Muslim dissi- 
dents waging a guerrilla war 
against the state. . 

Heads of several Muslim . 
organisations were arrested, 
including at least two who 
bold Jordanian passports, re- 
ports from Manila said. Some 
of the arrested were released, 
but the precise status of the. 
two Jordanian passport hol- 
ders was not immediately 
known. ... 

Abdallah Khalifa, a 
brother of M ohammad , is 
reportedly -vnitmg Jordan to 
pursue the effort to have Ids 
brother face the charges in 
the Kingdom. He cook! not 
be readied for comment. 

Sources said Jordan had 
not filed a request to 
Washington for Mr. Khalifa’s 
extradition to the Kingdom... 
. They said two . Jordanian . 
judge s who negotiated a draft. : 
extradition truly with the 
' U.S. (fid dot disrrag any case 
in particular with their Amer- 
ican counterparts. 

But, foe sources said rtwas 
possible that Jordan might 
seek to bring Mr. Khalifa to 
justice in the Kingdom after 
file extradition treaty is for- 
malised. The fonnamation of 
thetreaty is expected soon. ' 


Beirut: No 

compromise 

on SLA 


BEIRUT (R) — The 
Lebanese government is de- 
termined to jail members of a 
pro-Israeli militia in South 
Lebanon when it regains con- 
trol of the south. Defence 
Minister Mohsen Dalloul was 
quoted on Saturday as 



Iran chief-of-staff rules out sabotage in air crash 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s 
chief-of-staff was quoted on 
Saturday as saying a plane 
crash which killed Iran’s air 
force commander along with 
four generals was caused by a 
technical failure, ruling out 
sabotage. 

General AH Shahbazi told 
Sal am ne wspa per: “It is com- 
pletely dear to ns that the 
plane crash was solely caused 
by technical failure. But as 
usual, the experts were dis- 
patched to the rite for precise 
review of the case.” 

Tehran Radio on Friday 
said the plane carrying air 
force commander, Brigadier 
General Mansour Sattari, 
and bos senior aides crashed 
on Thursday night when it 
tried to land at Isfahan in 
central Iran after developing 
technical problems. 

Other victims of the crash 
were two colonels, a major, a 
captain and three lieutenants. 


Gen. Shahbazi told the 
radio on Friday that the offic- 
ers had taken off in a Lock- 
heed C-140 Jctstar from Isfa- 
han’s Shahid Babad air base 
for a destination he did not 
specify. 

Local newspapers said on 
Saturday that at about 2,000 
feet altitude the aircraft re- 
ported a change in cabin air 
pressure and requested an 
emergency landing back at 
Isfahan. 

“In trying to do so the 
technical failure developed 
and the plane caught fire and 
crashed,” Salam newspaper 
said. 

When asked why so many 
senior officers were on the 
same plane despite “past bit- 
ter experience, Gen. Sbaba- 
zi said: “The reason is only 
efforts on the part of officials 
in saving facilities.” 

The plane crash was the 
second since Iran’s 1979 Isla- 


mic revolution to cause the 
death of an air force chief and 
senior officers. 

The Iranian army mean- 
while opened an investigation 
into the latest plane crash- 

Although “technical diffi- 
culty” has been cited as the 
cause of the crash, the au- 
thorities sent a team of ex- 
perts to the scene. 

The plane was on a flight 
from Isfahan to Tehran, bat 
it turned back shortly after 
take-off because of “technic- 
al difficulties,” tiie official 
Iranian news agency IKNA 
said. 

IKNA stud Friday That the 
plane had caught foe before 
crash-landing 

Before the crash, Sattari 
and his aides took part in a 
gathering of army comman- 
ders in the southern island of 
Kish, 0RNA said: On their 
way to Tehran, they decided 
to attend a ceremony for air 


force pilots at the base. 

They left for the capita] 
two hours later and when tiie 
plane reached an altitude of 
2,000 feet, the pilot noticed 
“changes” inside the cockpit 
and tried to make an 
emergency landing . 

Political observers said the 
incident had dealt a severe 
blow to the Iranian nnfitary 
devastating the top ranks of 
the air fence, already badly 
damaged daring the 1980- 
1988 war against Iraq. . 

The bodies of the victims 
were transferred to Tehran 
on Friday and a funeral is to 
■ be held Sunday m front of an ' 
air force base in the capital. 

They are to be buried at 
Behesht-e-Zahra cemetery in 
southern Tehran after 
prayers at the nearby 
mausoleum of the founder of 
the Islamic republic. Ayatol- 
lah Rnbo&ah Khomeini. 

Sattari, who served in the 
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_ coarse anyone deaffln g 
with tiro enemy is an agent 
and should be prosecuted,” 

Mr. DaQoul told the Beirut 
daily AI Safer. 

IBs statement was the 
toughest so far by a govem- 
ment minist er on the fate of 
tiie 3i000-strong Sooth Leba- I 

non Army (SLA) once Israel 1 

withdraws from tiro sooth. i 

The SLA has helped Israeli j 

occupation troops control a 
15-kuometre wide border, 
strip in South Lebanon since 
its creation in 1985. It often ? ' 
dashes with guerrillas trying 
to drive the Israelis out of 
Lebanon. 

. But independent observers j 

in the south say the SLA is 
growing increasingly ineffec- 
tive and subject to desertions 
as its fighters worry about 
their fate when peace comes. 

Israel has repeatedly de- 
manded that Lebanon absorb 
the SLA into its army, but Mr. 
Dafioul told Al Safiir he had 
personally' rejected appeals 
for special treatment for the 
force which is recruited 
among Christian and Shi'ite 
Muslim inhabitants of the 
occupation zone. 

“A while back I made con- 
tacts... regarding their (tiie 
SLA’s) fate and it was said 
that their fate is jail, without 
com p ro mi se,” he said. 

“They fried to make ns 
give a promise that we would 
reconsider their fate, but we 
were adamant they are agents 
and there is no escape from 
prosecution,” Mr. Dalloul 
added. 

He did not indicate with 
whom he held the conversa- 
tion- but it appeared to have 
been either the Israelis or . 
U.S. officials who have medi- 
ated in peace negotiations 
between Israel, Lebanon and 
Syria. 

. Independent observers in 
the south .say the SLA’s 
strength has- dropped /from 
a gnat 3,800 at-its peak to: 
2,800 due to concerns among 
its fighters about tiie future. 

Its growing ineffectiveness 
has exposed Israeli troops to 
increasing attacks by the Isla- 
mic resistance headed by pro- 
Iranian HaboDab (Party of 
God) guerrillas who lolled 21 
Israeli sokfiers and wounded 
scores during 1994. 


i 1 ’• 


i. 


air force under the Shah be- 
fore the 1979 revolution, 

. commanded Iran’s air de- 
• fences in tiie war with Iraq f 

The air force commander 
visited the former Soviet Un- 
ion, China and North Korea 
where he signed large con- 
tracts to buy nufitaiy equip- 
ment. including MiG-29 air- 
craft. 

Gen. Hassan, Firouz- 
Abadi, chief of staff for Iran’s 
armed forces, presented his 
■condolences to Iran’s leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

. _Iran’s_ IRNA news- agency- _ 
named the four brigadier 
generals killed along with 
Sattari as: Chief of Air Force 
Staff AHreza Yassini, Deputy 
Co mmand er for Operations 
Mostafa Ardesfani, head of 1 
the engineering department 
Ahmad Shojaet, and head of ■ 
the controller department 
Hassan RazzaqL ... 


f i 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday 1 
WanAa with a young boy from Swehneh 


while on a tour of a woodworks training centre 
(photo by George Crystal) 


Queen visits NHF projects, 
beneficiaries in Sweimeh 


SOUTH SHUNEH (Petra) 

— Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Saturday visited Sweimeh vil- 
lage in the Jordan Valley near 
the town of South Sbouneh 
where Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) operates 
a Quality of Life Project, 
intended to improve the liv- 
ing conditions of the local 
residents, in cooperation with 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO). 

At the outset of the visit, 
the Queen met members of a 
local committee chareed with 
running the project and with the 
project director. 

The Queen listened to the 
types of services offered to 
die villagers and how these 
services as well as training 
courses help to improve the 
people's living conditions by 
^assisting them in becoming 
self-iehanL Queen Noor was 
also, briefed on. plans for neW' 
projects in the village, also 
geared towards die econoritie^ 
and social benefit of the resi- 
dents. 

- Later, the Queen visited 
die Sweimeh Health Centre 
and looked in on mothers and 
children receiving care there. 

She inspected a project 
that trains villagers in wood- 
working. This project is being 
conducted in cooperation 
with the Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTQ. 

The Queen visited an oKve 
orchatU and hoihe gardens 
run by one of the benefi- 
ciaries of die project, and 
herself, planted several trees 
on that farm. 

She also inspected the fish 
ponds run by local villagers 
and a vocational training cen- ' 
tre where women are learn- 
ing different trades including 
dressmaking, spinning and 
rug weaving. 

At die end of the visit, the 
Queen distributed diplomas 


to 50 graduates of the wood- 
working and dressmaking 
courses. 

Queen -Noor was accompa- 
nied by ‘In’am Mufti, advisor 
to the Queen for planning 
and development, and mem- 
ber of the NHF Board of 
Trustees as well as local offi- 
cials. 

The Quality of Life Project was first 
initiated in Jordan in 
1989 by NHF in cooperation 
with die World Health Orga- 
nisation and die Ministry of 
Health. The primary objec- 
tive of this pioneering and 
dynamic project is to improve 
the overall quality of life of 
underprivileged rural and 
urban communities across 
Jordan. 

In 1994, more than 2000 
families in 12 villages were 
be nefitting directly from the 
Quality of Life Project, 
-which also serves indirectly 
about 25,000 people who live 
in those villages and their 
neighbourhoods. 


le pro j ect ’ s strategy 
emphasises comprehensive 
and integrated development 
that is implemented by the 
people themselves through 
social preparation and 
consensus-building, com- 
munity organisation, com- 
munity financing and com- 
munity manpower mobilisa- 
tion and training, according 
to the NHF. 

The Quality of Life Project 
responds to Jordan’s de- 
velopment needs by training 
and supporting people to be- 
come self-reliant through 
grassroots community parti- 
cipation in the planning, 
management and evaluation 
of social and economic de- 
velopment schemes. This is 
made possible by setting up 
grassroots development 
councils, development funds 
and technical support com- 


mittees in each beneficiary 
area and by organising com- 
munities into small dusters to 
accelerate the processes of 
need identification, project 
implementation, democratic 
community participation and 
social cohesion. 

Economic schemes indude 
borne gardens, fruit orchards, 
goat, cow and poultry raising, 
fish ponds, broom and basket 
making, tricot knitting and 
sewing, textile and carpet 
weaving and bee-keeping. 

The project will initiate 
small scale industries to help 
more beneficiaries alleviate 
poverty, reduce unemploy- 
ment and attain self-reliance. 

Its efforts to promote so- 
cial development span the 
areas of health, nutrition, 
education, culture, the en- 
vironment , voluntary work 
and community participation 
in upgrading social services. 

Women's clubs are estab- 
lished in villages covered; by 
the project to encourage, 
train and support women to 
become more involved in 
p lanning , implementing and 
evaluating their own develop- 
ment. 

Kindergartens are also 
established or upgraded to 
serve pre-school children in 
areas where formal education 
is available only at the prim- 
ary level. 

NHF plans to introduce 
this project as a national 
model for socio-economic de- 
velopment. The project is 
already recognised by WHO 
as a regional tr ainin g model. 

Id addition to funding from 
the WHO, tiie project has 
been supported by the Christ- 
ian Children's Fund (CCF), 
the Spanish non- 
governmental organisation 
“World in Harmony,” the 
Luxembourg Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and private 
donors. 
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La Camerafa Kdln 


NMC, Goethe Institut to present 
Germany’s La Camerata Koln 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
National Music Conservatory 
(NMC) of Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation in Cooperation 
with Goethe Institut in Am- 
man win organise a conceit 
featuring the German La 
Camerata KOta on Tuesday 
at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC), according to 
an NMC statement. 

Virtuosity, vigor, creativity 
and talent are some of the 
characteristics of German 
musicians and ensembles, 
said an NMC spokesperson, 
adding that throughout the 
years German musicians have 
dazzled music lovers with 
then fascinating concerts and 


recitals of works by brilliant 
composers enhancing the 
beauty of the piece and the 
splendor of performance. 

La Camerata Chamber En- 
semble is a true representa- 
tion of such established en- 
sembles, said the spokesper- 
son. 

Comprised of nine musi- 
cians playing on the harp- 
sichord, flute, recorder, 
vioHns, viola, cello and con- 
trabass, the ensemble has 
performed in Finland, 
Greece, the former Yugosla- 
via, India, Austria, Spain, 
Turkey, South America and 
the United States, be said. 


The ensemble's philosophy 
is to combine a knowledge of 
historical factors with thor- 
oughly modern artistic stan- 
dards in an attempt to inte- 
grate historical playing tech- 
niques with their spontaneity 
and virtuousity, the 
spokesperson said. The en- 
semble will put their philos- 
pohy into practice as they 
perform an illuminating prog- 
ramme of concertos and 
suites featuring pieces by 
Fasch, Bach and Telemann, 
he said. 

The performance will be 
held under the patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor. 


Greece, Jordan prepare for transport accord 

Visiting Greek ministers discuss cooperation with counterparts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Transport Samir Kawar 
and Greek Minister of the 
Merchant Navy George Kat- 
sifaras Saturday agreed to set 
up a joint committee to draft 
details of a land and maritime 
transport agreement which 
aims at boosting trade be- 
tween the two countries. 

Mr. Katsiferas is among an 
official delegation accom- 
panying Greek Prime Minis- 
ter Andreas Papandreou on 
his visit to Jordan, which 
began Friday. 

The two ministers discus- 
sed cooperation in training 
personnel in maritime trade, 
development of ports facili- 
ties and technical and en- 
gineering matters related to 
ports operations with Jordan 
benefiting from Greece’s his- 
toric experience. 

Mr. Kawar and Mr. Katsi- 
feras also discussed ways to 
advance trade via Aqaba sea- 
port, prospects of shippin g 
Jordanian goods through 
Greek ports to European 
markets and enconraging 
tourism on both sides. 

Delegations from the two 
sides attended the meeting 
which was held at the Minis- 
try of Transport. 

Greek Foreign Minister. 
Carolos Papoulias, who is 
also accompanying Prime 
Minis ter Papandreou in Jor- 
dan, Saturday, said that his 
country was planning to open 
a Greek cultural centre in 
Amman to advance gulmral 
and scientific relations be- 
tween Jordan and Greece. 

At a meeting with Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs 
Talal Al Hassan. Mr. 
Papoulias said that the open- 
ing of such a centre and the 
visit of Mr. Papandreou to 
Jordan reflea the great im- 
portance Athens attaches to 
its ties with the Kingdom. 

Stressing that both coun- 
tries have many areas for 
potential cooperation, Mr. 
Papoulias said that his coun- 
try can immediately launch 
dose cooperation with Jorda- 
nian tourism and trade sec- 
tors and embark on forming 
joint 1 companies. 

H6 ^said ‘Athens was in- 
terested 1 , in 'promoting the 
role 1 aridacti vities of the joint' 
Jordanian-Greek economic 
committee to help advance 


ties. 

Mr. Papoulias also express- 
ed his country's readiness to 
increase the number of scho- 
larships offered to Jordanian 
students and to engage in the 
exchange of visits by students 
and university faculty. 

Noting that Greece will 
take part in the Amman eco- 
nomic conference expected in 
April, Mr. Papoulias said 
that Greece is keen to display 
its political and economic 
support for Jordan's en- 
deavours at the European 
Union. 

He said Greece and Jordan 
bold nearly identical views on 
regional, bilateral and inter- 
national issues. 

In his meeting with Mr. 
Hassan, the Greek minister 
listened to a review of Jor- 
dan’s peace efforts and Jor- 
dan's appreciation of Athens’ 
support for the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty through the 
European Union. 

In statements after the 
meeting, Mr. Papoulias said 
his talks were extremely posi- 
tive and fruitful and would 
contribute towards furthering 
bilateral, relations. 

He voiced his country’s 
deep appreciation of Jordan’s 
efforts at the regional and 
international levels, describ- 
ing his country’s relations 
with Jordan as excellent. 

Also Saturday, Greek 
Health Minister Dimilirus 
Krimasinus and Health 
Minis ter Aief Batayneh held 
separate meetings to discuss 
cooperation in health affairs. 

The two sides agreed on 
despatching Jordanian spe- 
cialists to Greece to examine 
that country’s experiment in 
combating thalassemia as 
Jordan plans to establish its 
own national centre to deal 
with the disease. 

The two ministers discus- 
sed the creation of a commit- 
tee to register Jordanian 
drugs to be marketed in 
Greece, similar to a proce- 
dure followed in Jordan with 
regard to Greek medicine 
sold in Jor danian markets. 

They also discussed ways 
of combating illicit drug traf- 
ficking and ways to prevent 
the spread of AIDS (acquired 
immune deficiency syn- 
drome) and promote 'coop- 
eration in primary health 
care. 



Minister of Transportation Samir Kawar and George Katsifaris Saturday discuss plans for a 
visiting Greek Minister of the Merchant Navy transport agreement (Petra photo) 



Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Talal Al Papoulias Saturday review tourism and trade 
Hassan and Greek Forefen Minister Carolos cooperation (Petra photo) 


Proposed amendments to embezzlement law 
to expand prosecution scope to accessories 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Proposed 
amendments to a law on 
embezzlement of public 
funds and misuse of public 
office for personal benefits 
are expected to expand the 
scope of prosecution to acces- 
sories before and after the 
fact and beneficiaries of the 
crime. 

The amendments to the 
1966 law also call for reform- 
ing the present court now 
authorised to try cases of 
embezzlement and misuse of 
office into a completely civi- 
lian three-member tribunal 
headed by the president of 
the court of appeals. 

The panel will be 
appointed by the Judiciary 
Committee of the govern- 
ment as recommended by the 


minister of justice, and the 
attorney-general or his assis- 
tants will argue cases before 
it. 

The proposed changes to 
the legislation, now under 
consideration by the govern- 
ment. are so sweeping that 
commercial firms and agents 
who collude with any civil 
servants in embezzlement or 
stealing public money are li- 
able for prosecution. This 
would include “heirs, part- 
ners, accessories, instigators, 
commercial agents and brok- 
ers.” 

As it stands now, the law 
now provides the legal base 
for trying only those accused 
of directly committing the 
crime. This loophole had 
allowed several commercial 
firms which were found to 
have been accessories/ 
collaborators before and af- 


ter the fact to escape punish- 
ment in a series of embezzle- 
ment and corruption cases 
involving medium-level offi- 
cials who were tried in the 
late 80s and early 90s. 

The amendments also 
mean that if the court orders 
someone found guilty of 
embezzlement or corruption 
to return the amount in- 
volved then the authorities 
have the right to recover the 
money from the direct heirs 
of the convia provided that it 
is proved that the heirs had 
benefitted financially from 
the crime. 

The amendments stipulate 
that the concerned govern- 
ment department should spe- 
cify the amount that it seeks 
to be reimbursed while filing 
charges. 

One of the proposed 


amendments refeis to ‘"‘viola- 
tions of the rules and regula- 
tions of the Higher Commit- 
tee for Purchases,” — a 
newly-formed organisation 
— in an obvious attempt to 
crack down on officials in- 
volved in purchases for the 
state possibly accepting 
bribes or commissions from 
suppliers. 

The law, after the amend- 
ments are incorporated 
through the constitutional 
process, will be known as 
“tiie law to protea state 
assets.” 

• The objective of the 
amendments is to “broaden 
the scope of the legislation to 
include cases of corruption as 
well as to make everyone 
involved liable for prosecu- 
tion,” said Taber Hikmat, a 
prominent lawyer and former 
minister of justice. 


The amendments, as re- 
leased by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, call for the 
law of statute — the period in 
which a case of embezzle- 
ment or corruption could be 
brought to court after the 
crime is actually committed 
— to take effea from the 
date of the concerned em- 
ployee leaving service rather 
than the date of crime. 

Mr. Hikmat explained that 
this would mean that pro- 
secutors could launch a case 
against anyone suspected of 
committing a crime of embez- 
zlement, corruption or mis- 
use of office he or she might 
have committed while in gov- 
ernment service within 15 
years of completion of service 
regardless of the date on 
which the crime was commit- 
ted. 


Arab Literacy Day 
will honour teachers 


AMMAN (Petra) — Arab 
Literacy Day starts today 
with a ceremony at the 
Teachers' Club in Amman 
honouring teachers wbo have 
offered their services to help 
eradicate illiteracy. 

Several students excelling 
in their studies at the Literacy 
and Adult Education Centres 
will be honoured during the 
ceremony, said Khaled Nab- 
titi, the head of general 
education at the Ministry of 
Education. 

Since the early 1950s the 


ministry has opened literacy 
or adult education centres in 
areas where at least 15 people 
have expressed their desire to 
continue or resume they 
education, said Dr. Nabtiti. 

The ministry’s efforts to 
elimiiute illiteracy in Jordan, 
he said, have succeeded in 
reducing illiteracy among 
people 15 years of age and 
above from 67.6 in 1961 to 14 
per cent in 1993. 

The ministry hopes to 
further reduce the rate of 


illiteracy eight per cent by the 
year 2000, said Dr. Nabtiti. 

Noting that compulsory 
education in Jordan started in 
1952, Dr. Nabtiti said that six 
years of primary education 
were required for children, 
but in 1964 a new law raised 
the requirement to nine years 
of education. 

In 1987 the National 
Education Conference ruled 
that the compulsory educa- 
tion period should be ex- 
tended to 10 years. 


Department of antiquities uncovers 
ancient building in Khirbet Buraq 


AMMAN (Petra) — Follow- 
ing three months of excava- 
tions at Khirbet Bnraq, on 
tbe road linking Taybeh 
Janoubieh and Wadi Mousa, 
teams from the Department 
of Antiquities have unco- 
vered the remains of an 800- 
square-metre building along 
with several artefacts includ- 
ing pottery and statues, 
according to the head of the 
excavation team, Suleiman 


Farhat Saturday, 

Mr. Farbat said that the 
Buraq, which overlooks the 
ancient city of Petra, formed 
part of the suburbs of the 
main Nabatean dty, noting 
that tbe water spring found at 
the site was one of the main 
sources of water for the city 
during the Nabatean era. 

Department of Antiquities 
Director General Ghazi 


Bisheh told the Jordan Times 
that only teams from his de- 
partment have been involved 
in the archaeological excava- 
tions at the Khirbet Buraq 
site. 

He said the ancient build- 
ing, whose remains were 
found at the site, had been 
used during the time of the 
Nabateans but was destroyed 
during the Byzantine and 
Islamic eras. 
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Treasurer of French coalition 
party indicted for corruption 

PARIS (Agencies) — The of both his likely RPR rival with alleged illegal financing monetary ffisdpfine and an 
treasurer of the Republican Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac of his election campaig n^ open economy over pursuing 
Party in France’s governing and all potential leftwing notably through kickbacks his Socialist economic policy, 
right-wing coalition, Jean- candidates. from the awarding of Gxeno- “There was no choice. 

Pierre Thomas, has been in- But Mr. Longuet and the bie city water contacts. Either I followed Lenin’s 

dieted on corruption charges two other ministers forced to Hie Bahadur government policy — and I had the 
over illegal party financing, a resign were all key supporters tried last month to remove a advantage of knowing how 
reliable source said Saturday, of Mr. Ballad ur over Mr. key judge investigating that ends — or else I was 
Mr. Thomas, who was Chirac and a farther weaken- alleged illegal ffaamjn g of obfigod to pursue a poficy of 


questioned Friday by Paris 
magistrate Mireille Filippini, 
was the first person indicted 
in the investigation into 
alleged illegal funding of the 
Republican Party, the second 
biggest faction in the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Edouard Bahadur. 

Gerard Longuet, the for- 
mer industry minister and a 
founding member of the Re- 
publican Party, was forced to 
resign from the cabinet in 
October after coming under 
investigation in the same case 
and also for allegedly under- 
paying for construction of a 
holiday residence on the 
Riviera. 

Hie indictment of Mr. 
Thomas is a new blow for Mr. 
Balladur as the Republican 
Party is oonadered a key ally 
in fails expected run for the 
French presidency in elec- 
tions this April and May. 

In addition to Mr. Lon- 
guet, two minister’s from Mr. 
Bahadur’s neo-Gaullist Rally 
For the Republic (RPR) par- 
ty, tbe biggest group in the 
coalition, have been forced to 
resign after being indicted for 
corruption. 

The sources said Mr. Tho- 
mas was charged on several 
counts involving fraud and 
kickbacks, notably over what 
court records said was a “sus- 
pect” sum of 28 million francs 
(about $5.2 million) that fed 
tiie party coffers from 1987 to 
1991. 

Mr. Thomas’ lawyer, Ber- 
nard Bigault du Grandrut, 
refused to comment Satur- 
day, citing court secrecy laws. 

Mr. Balladur, who is ex- 
pected to formally announce 
his candidature for president 
.later this month, has a dear 
lead in opinion poDs, ahead 


of both his likely RPR rival 
Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac 
and all potential leftwing 
candidates. 

But Mr. Longuet and the 
two other ministers forced to 
resign were all key supporters 
of Mr. Balladur over Mr. 
Chirac and a further weaken- 
ing of tbe Republican Party 
could undermine die prime 
minister’s campaign plans. 

The Republican Party first 
came under investigation for 
alleged illegal financing last 
March, ana tbe party’s Paris 
headquarters were searched 
on court orders in early 
November. 

The source said Saturday 
that Judge Filippini held off 
until November to indict Mr. 
Thomas, who is also a depu- 
ty, because the National 
Assembly is on holiday recess 
until Jan. 9 and so it was not 
necessary to first obtain die 
lifting of his parliamentary 
immunity. 

Some of the firms named in 
connection with tbe Republi- 
can Party financing probe in- 
dude COGEDIM, one of 
France’s biggest property de- 
velopment companies, and 
tbe French Radiotelephone 
Sotiety, SFR_ a subsidiary of 
the Compagnie Generate des 
Eaux, a private utility and 
communications giant. 

Mr. Bahadur’s two other 
cabinet members forced to 
resign in recent months were 
former development aid 
minister Michel Rossin and 
ex-Comrm mi cations Minister 
Alain Carignon. 

Both Mr. Longuet and Mr. 
Roussin, who resigned in 
November, are under inves- 
tigation for allegedly under- 
paying for homes they own at 
chic Riviera resorts. Mr. 
Longuet is also being probed 
for allegedly financing his 
party via an off-shore 
account. 

Mr. Carignon, who is also 
mayor of the southeastern 
city of Grenoble, resigned in 
July. He was indicted on cor- 
ruption charges in connection 


with alleged illegal financing 
of his election campaigns, 
notably through kickbacks 
from the awarding of Greno- 
ble dty water contacts. 

The Balladur government 
tried last month to remove a 
key judge investigating 
alleged illegal financing of 
the RPR — in what was seen 
as an attempt to limit political 
fallout from tbe probes thre- 
atening conservative politi- 
cians ahead of the presiden- 
tial election. 

But Socialist President 
Francois Mitterrand, who is 
locked in a power-sharing 
arrangement with Mr. Balla- 
dur until die end of his man- 
date, intervened to seek a 
ruling on the matter from the 
country’s top judicial watch- 
dog body. 

The move will delay any 
action against the judge, Eric 
Halphen, possibly until after 
the presidential election. 

Mr. Mitterrand, stricken 
with cancer, said Friday he 
would serve oat Ins last four 
months in office but leave 
“without remorse or re- 
grets”. 

In a nearly two-hour philo- 
sophical muring cm tbe joys 
ana limi ts of power, Mr. Mit- 
terrand tola a New Year 
press reception he was proud 
to have been the first Social- 
ist ruler to endure in French 
history, even if that had 
meant choosing tbe market 
economy over pure socialism. 

“When I leave, it will be 
without remorse or regrets. I 
will even be a little relieved 
because a certain fatigue sets 
in with age and time,” he 
said. 

He declined to comment 
on who would succeed him, 
saying be would be happy if it 
were a fellow Socialist but 
there were signs that this 
might not be the case. 

Tbe 78-year-old president, 
due to complete 14 years in 
office in May, said the most 
difficult and important deci- 
sion be had taken was in 1983 
when he chose European 


monetary tfisdpfine and an 
open economy over pursuing 
ins Socialist economic poHcy. 

“There was no choice. 
Either I followed Lenin’s 
policy — and I had tbe 
advantage of knowing how 
that ends — or else 1 was 
obliged to pursue a poficy of 
compromise,” he recalled. 

By pegging the franc to the 
deutsebe mark after three de- 
valuations and imposing au- 
sterity after a period of social 
free-spending, Mr. Mitter- 
rand said he had ensured that 
socialism would be synony- 
mous with sound govern- 
ment, not bankruptcy. 

“What is marvellous about 
power is that it enables you to 
affect things and people, 
although not as much as is 
said,” he reflected. 

Among tbe limits, tbe pres- 
ident cited the power of inter- 
national currency speculators 
who could move more money 
in a day than the Bank of 
France held in its reserves. 

“Power isn’t what people 
think. The president of the 
Fifth Republic has much less 
power than is imagined, 
although more than moat 
other democratic leaders,” 
be said. 

Among his personal 
achievements, Mr. Mitter- 
rand cited tiie abolition of tbe 
death penalty and state secur- 

lEerties and freedom of ex- 
pression. 

He also cited major 
architecture projects, includ- 
ing the Louvre Museum 
Pyramid, the grand arch of 
La Defense, the Bastille 
Opera House and a new 
National library that have 
altered tbe face of Paris. 

The president said be had 
had to defend them tooth and 
nail against Socialist financ e 
ministers who wanted to cot 
the budget and had accused 
him of “a prince’s whims.” 

“I told them: ‘You will 
never have an architecture 
policy if you make cuts all tbe 
time’,” be said. 


Clinton honeymoons with Republican Congress 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
The new Republican 
majority and President Bill 
Clinton set off on a honey- 
moon this week seeking com- 
mon ground and coopera- 
tion, hut both camps are 
vying to get the most out of 
this marriage of convenience. 

The president huddled 
with congressional Demo- 
crats Friday, a day after be 
greeted Republican ■ leaders 
at the White House with 
smiles and kind words for the 
goals set by the first 
Republican-controlled Con- 
gress in 40 years. 

Mr. Clinton’s best hope for 
turning his faltering presiden- 
cy around is to win back party 
members who revolted after 
the election, besting the Re- 
publicans in party discipline, 
according to analysts. 

And hts chances for that 
may have actually improved 
with the last election. 

‘Traditionally Republicans 
have better party unity, but 
that was unity as a minority,” 
notes Mark Holt with the 
Congressional Research Ser- 
vice. 

And, as Americans tend to 
prefer having one party in the 
White House and the other in 
Congress, the November 
election results could provide 
an ironic windfall for Mr. 
Clinton in the 1996 presiden- 
tial election. 

The onus is also on the 
Republicans now to deliver 
what voters want and while 
their offer of tax cuts and 
deficit reduction won them 
tbe elections, they have yet to 
spell out where the necessary 
funds will come from. 

The Democrats' saw that 
opening Friday when they 


lobbed their first volley with 
an “honesty in budgeting 
bill” that would require 
financing plans for any ba- 
lanced budget measure. 

Mr. Clinton also chal- 
lenged the Republicans to 
match the success of his first 
two years and praised his own 
party for slashing the deficit 
white boosting growth when 
they controlled the legisla- 
ture. 

“The Congress chose to do 
the right thing, rather than 
the political thing, because 
they believed it was more 
important to make real life 
easier to Americans than it 
was to make political life 
more comfortable for people 
here in Washington,” he said 
Friday. 

But Mr. Clinton, keen to 
continue the camaraderie be- 
gun this week, added be was 
sure the Republicans “will 
have the same attitude.” 

And for now tbe pablic’s 
rosy view of Republicans sug- 
gests the kind of “honey- 
moon period” traditionally 
reserved for presidents. 

A Washington Post-ABC 
News survey out Friday 
showed a majority backed 
what they considered to be 
the Republicans’ goals and 
said they trusted that party to 
handle the big issues better 
than the Democrats. 

Paradoxically, those polled 
listed reducing the deficit as 
the top priority for Congress 
and relegated a middle class 
tax cut to number four, and 
they picked health care re- 
form as second in import- 
ance. 

Mr. Clinton, who many 
blamed for his party’s mid- 
term root, was criticised for 


setting aside his campaign 
promise of tax cuts in order 
to focus on deficit reduction 
and for., prioritising health 
care reform though it was not 
popular politically. 

The only clear message 
Americans seem to be send- 
ing Mr. Clinton is that he is 
right when he complains his 
messages don't get out and 
his successes go unnoticed — 
and that now he also has to 
worry Republicans will be 
taking credit for them. 

But the public remains 
generally hostile to politi- 
cians, according to tbe poll, 
and if the trend holds, the 
Republicans could find them- 
selves in the same boat which 
sank the Democrats in 
November. 

President Clinton met 
Democratic congressional 
leaders Friday and charted a 
strategy to play down their' 
differences, defend their poli- 
cies and challenge the Re- 
publican drive for a balanced 
budget. 

“We are here and anxious 
to get to work... and chart 
our coarse for the year 
ahead,” Mr. Clinton tola re- 
porters in the Oval Office, 
where he commented on un- 
employment figures that fell 
to 5.4 per cent last month — 
a development he said 
showed his economic policies 
have been correct. 

“We have grown the pri- 
vate economy as we have cut 
government,” Mr. Clinton 
said. "That’s a real recovery 
and a real bargain for the 
American people.” 

With tbe Democratic lead- 
ers standing behind him, Mr. 
Clinton insisted, “I will stand 
against any effort to roll back 


or to rock tbe foundations of 
tbe recovery by proposals 
that - explode the deficit or 
gimmicks that undermine the 
integrity of thejpidget we 
have worked so hard to pat in 
place.” 

Mr. Clinton met a group of 
bipartisan congressional lead- 
ers Thursday — including 
House of Representatives 
Speaker Newt Gingrich and 
Senate Republican leader 
Bob Dole — and insisted that 
a spirit of cooperation wfl! 
prevail. 

After Friday’s Democrats- 
only session, however, the 
tone was one of conditions 
that must be met — particu- 
larly when h comes to Re- 
publican efforts to add an 
amendment to tiie constitu- 
tion that would require a 
balanced federal budget. 

White House officials pri- 
vately acknowledge it will be 
difficult to block amendment 
proponents from getting tbe 
necessary two-thirds majority 
needed m both the House 
and Senate. 

The House has already set 
a vote on the amendment for 
Jan. 19 and the Senate hopes 
to complete action before 
month’s end. 

If approved by Congress, 
38 state legislatures must 
approve it wrtbin seven years 
tor the amendment to be- 
come part of tbe constitution. 

Instead of being seen as 
o pposing an amendment that 
generally is popular with the 

S iblic. Mr. Clinton and the 
emocrats agreed to call for 
a requirement specifing bow 
the balancing will be 
achieved over a period of 
seven years. 


Sun’s return sparks celebration in Arctic outpost 


INUVIK. Northwest Terri- 
tories (R) — Jubilant resi- 
dents of Canada’s Arctic set 
off fireworks, danced and ate 
caribou in celebration of their 
first fleeting glimpse of the 
sun this week after more than 
a month of frigid darkness. 

The son peeked above tiie 
horizon for just a few minutes 
Friday at Inuvik, but it was 
reason enough for a party in 
this rugged outpost of about 
3,000 people at tbe northern 
extreme of North America. 

“After the period of dark- 
ness, people arc happy and 
feeling good to know the sun 
is back. It’s a relief and a time 
for a new beginning,” said 
Eddie Kolausok, an Inuvik 
teacher. 

Local residents — who in- 
clude the Eskimo, or In- 
uvialuit people as they prefer 
to be called — last saw the 
sun in the first week of De- 
cember. although indirect 
rays have given the sky an 
orange glow in recent days. 


To cheer the return of day- 
light to this remote area, the 
town for the eighth year in a 
row put on a festival called 
Sunnse Celebration. 

It began Thursday night 
with a feast of caribou and 
Arctic char fish, native sing- 
ing, dancing, drum-playing 
and then fireworks and bon- 
fires. Despite temperatures 
of minus 28 degrees Celsius 
(minus 18 F), most of the 
town turned out on a frozen 
lake for the festivities. 

“This revives tiie spirit. It 
can get pretty bleak in the 
dead of winter here, so we 
came up with this idea to 
liven things up,” said fire 
chief Ian Orbeil. 

But the main event came 
Friday, happy townspeople 
converged on a nearby hilltop 
on foot and in sleds, snow- 
mobiles and cars for the sun- 
rise at 1:38 p.m. mst (2038 
GMT). They cheered and ap- 
plauded as tbe sun crested, 
painting the sky a vibrant 


orange, zed and lavender. 

“Hie sunrises here are the 
most beatifo] on earth. If von 
can take the cold, this ts a 
wonderful place to be,” said 
local resident Esther Gess- 
ner. 

The sun was above the 
horizon for less than a half 
hour, bat tiie festive mood 
continued into the weekend 
with square dancing and 
other activities. 

The sunrise celebration has 
become a much-awaited fea- 
ture of life in Inuvik, where it 
helps combat cabin fever and 
winter depression brought on 
by light deprivation. 

The town is the govern- 
ment and service centre for 
Canada’s western Arctic, a 
frozen and thinly populated 
frontier region of barren tun- 
dra where some burners and 
trappers still live off the land. 

Some locals had never seen 
fireworks before the festival 
was started. Although 
pyrotechnics are standard 


fere in southern Canada on 
tiie national holiday July 1, 
there’s tittle point of mount- 
ing such a display in Inuvik 
became of tbe constant day- 
light m the <u|| nfwitiniy 

“It never gets dark enough 
here on Canada Day for fire- 
works, so this is a big treat,” 
said Chief Orbefl. 

In past years, frigid cold 
played havoc with the festiv- 
al’s traditional Inuvialuit 
drum-dancing display, so tins 
year it was moved indoors. 

“The drums froze and 
wouldn't make a sound. We 
team from experience,” said 
Chief Orbeil with a laugh. 

Due to the Earth’s tilt as it 
rotates, tbe sun disappears 
from new above the arctic 
circle around the winter sol- 
stice Dec. 21. Tbe exact 
length of this dark period 
varies from place to place 
because of the Earth’s pro- 
nounced curvature in the far 
north. 
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FRENCH SNOWED IN: Tourists take snowfalls causing traffic chads in areas 
pictures of tto w lui by at the Hotel t h rou gh o u t the country, Jhe nflmd 

Des XnvaBdes fa Paris. Winter swooped Is on information centre said (AFP photo). 

France early Friday with heavy overnight 


S. Africa to hold state funeral for Slow 


Thousand* gather 
for Elvis’ 60th 
birthday party 

MEMPHIS, Tennessee (R) 
— Thousands of- die-hard 
Elvis Presley fans poured into 

Memphis at the be^^mnmg of 

a time-day celebration of the 
60tii annrvereary of the birth- 
day of tbe king of rock n’rolL 
Tbc festival, though not as 
large as . die Elvis week 
ce l e bra tion, hi August which 
niafa the e n tert ain er’s death 
in 1977, is expected to draw 
atr least 10,000 Eire fens. 
Among, those not -attending 
are Lisa Marie. Pnesley- 
Jackson, daughter of the rod; 
star, and her mother, Priscilla 
Presley. “They nsnafly don’t 
come hoe for the birthday 
"celebration,”' said David 
Becjkwidv a spokesman for 
Elvis Presley Enterprises. 
“These (fens) are the dfe- 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa’s late Commun- 
ist leader Joe Slovo win be 
given a state funeral. Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela said 
Saturday, announcing an offi- 
cial day of moorning as tri- 
butes poured in. 

Mr. Mandela said Mr. Sk>- 
vo, who died of cancer Friday 
aged 68, would be buried on 
Jan. 15 in Johannesburg. 

.“Comrade Joe Slovo’s 
funeral will be accorded tbe 
highest possible status by the 
government so that this hero 
of the Sooth African people 
is bid farewell in a fitting 
manner,” Mr. Mandela told 
reporters. 

“The day of tbe burial will 
be an official day of mourn- 
ing, and flags wifi fry at half- 
mast in Pretoria, Cape Town, 
Johannesburg where the 
funeral will take place, as 
weD as the capitals of all tiie 
provinces.” 

Mr. Skjvo, a Utfananian- 
bom anti-apartheid fighter, 
was housing minister in Sooth 
Africa’s first democratic gov- 
ernment. 

“Personally, I had known 
Comrade Joe for more than 
three decades both as a dose 
friend and colleague, at uni- 
versity as a fellow student, as 
a fearless colleague in the 


underground, as one of the 
founders of our military wing 
and a dose confidante,” Mr. 
Mandela said. 

“His departure is a loss to 
tbe nation, the government, 
the ANC, South African 
Communist Party, and the 
rest of the democratic move- 
ment ami it is a loss to me 
personally.” 

Mr. Slovo was national 
c hairman of the SACP and 
the first white member of tbe 
executive of Mr. Mandela’s 
African National Congress 
which won power in all-race 
elections last ApriL 

Tributes poured in from 
many South Africans. 

Former president and now 
Deputy President F.W. De 
Klerk said be had respected 
the Communist leader as an 
astute negotiator. 

During negotiations over 
democracy with the white 
gover nm ent and other par- 
ties, Mr. Slovo broke tbe 
-logjam by suggesting a “sun- 
set danse” m which there 
would be power-sharing in 
South Africa until 1999. The 
danse was the brainchild of 
the current government of 
national unity. 

Zulu leader Mansosufeu 
Buthelezi said: “Although 
oar views were diametrically 


opposed to each other and in 
a sense we were political ene- 
mies for decades, I had great 
respect for his honesty.” 

Kwazofo-Natal ANC tend- 
er Jacob. Zama said Mr. Slo- 
vo had epitomised non- 
radaSan. . 

“He made a great con- 
tribution in negotiations. He 
was part of the ANC lead- 
ership who analysed -a com- 
plex situation to emerge with 
almost a miracle. He epito- 
mised non-racialism and 
made an outstanding con- 
tribution to this country. He 
is a great loss,” Mr. Zama 
said. 

“South Africa mil be all 
the poorer for Joe .Slovo’s 
passing,” tiie weekend Star 
newspaper said in an edho- 
riaL 

Tbe Citizen newspaper, 
which supported the fbnner 
apartheid government, said it 
had been saddened by the 
death of Mr. Slovo. 

The SACP said his death 
was a 16a for tbe whole 
country.. 

“We mourn the loss of our 
leader. He brought to our 
liberation movement and our 
party a rigorous intellect, a 
strong sense of realism and a 
sharp wit,” the Communist 
Party said. 
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China party orders disdplii^ i 


BEIJING (R) — Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin, who 
is also Communist Party chief 
and top military commissar, 
ordered tiie People’s Libera- 
tion Army (PLA) Saturday to 
obey party discipline in a 
mounting compaign to halt 
military corruption. 

The high-level call to en- 
force party order in China’s 
feree-million-strong military 
is the latest step in a drive to 
eliminate army graft as arma- 
ments plants turn increasing 
numbers of production lines 
over to more lucrative civi- 
lian contracts. 

The order, carried on tbe 
front pages of the party 
mouthpiece People’s Daily 
and tiie People’s Liberation 
Army Daily and accompa- 
nied by a commentary, marks 
a sca rcely veiled attack on 
profiteering throughout the 
military — possibly reaching 
to senior levels. 


The four-part order by Mr. 
Jiang, chairman of the 
powerful party Central Milit- 
ary Commission, directs par- 
ty officials to unify committee 
leadership, build party bran- 
dies into a powerful fighting 
force, strengthen administra- 
tion and keep a tight grip on 
the quality of leading cadres. 

“Party units most boost 
quality, with special emphasis 
to the management and su- 
pervision of leading cadres,” 
it said. 

“Leading cadres must 
voluntarily submit to tbe su- 
pervision of the party orga- 
nisation and tbe masses, us- 
ing their authority correctly 
to ensure proper manage- 
ment of power and finances,” 
it said. 

Civilian output from Chi- 
na's military plants now 
accounts for 70 per cent of 
army factories’ total produc- 
tion. 


While, the. value of die ! 
military’s business empire is a 
closely guarded, secret, fore- 
ign-military analysts estimate 
civilian contracts bring in 
profits of $5 bflficnL a year. 

Absorption by the army’s 
dvffian business arm of near- 
ly $7.0 biffion in foreign in- 
vestment alone in recent 
years gives some indication of 
tbe stale of the funds in- 
volved. 

On New Year’s Day, the 
army issued a regulation 
signed by Chief of General 
Staff Zhang Wannian, Chief 
Political Commissar Yu 
Yongbo and Chief of Logis- 
tics Fa Quangyou subjecting 
the army’s business empire to 
audits of accounts and fiscal 
(fisaptine for tire first time. 

‘The aim is to ensure that 
various levels of tiie lead- 
ership strictly abide by finan- 
cial and economic laws and 
rates, the newspaper said. 


phony Or c hest r a. Although 
morethan a dozen other pub- 
fic events are scheduled, die 
man event will be a cere- 
mony at Gracdand, the late 
anger's mansion, Sunday. 

Universe vs. 

World In India’s 
cola war 

NEW DELHI (AFP)— Indi- 
a’s two in te rnation al beauty 
queens, MBs Universe, Sush- 
mita Sen, and Mis World, 
Aishwaiya Rai, are set to do 
battle in India’s cola war. 
Coca Cola has signed Sush- 
mita Sen to pitch the soft 
drink in India, Asian Age 
news p ap er reported Friday, 
in a bid to upstage rival Pep- 
si, which uses Aishwaiya Rai 
fin its advertising here. The 
21-gear-old Sen awfeednl ed 

hu. RVi ' has ' alr eady 
appeared in' television spots 
for Repo. 

Star TV breaks 
Into Singapore 
with pop videos 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
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Chinese judge pledges crime clampdown 


BEIJING (AFP) — China’s 
top judge has pledged 
tougher action this year 
against a mounting crime 
wave, with special attention 
given to corruption and tbe 
presang issue of copyright 
violation. 

The need to ensure nation- 
al security, social stability 
and tbe safety of lives and 
property “is a presang de- 
mand of the people, and a 
duty that cannot be shirked 
by the people’s courts .” the 
president of tbe Supreme 
People's Court, Ren Jiarorin, 
was quoted as saying by the 
China Daily Saturday. 

A rising crime wave saw 
the nomber of criminal cases 
bandied by Chinese courts in 
the first 11 months of last 
year jump to 437,429, more 
than 20 per cent higher than 
in the same period of 1993. 

Rapid economic develop- 
ment, mass migrations of ru- 
ral labourers to tbe dries and 
growing unemployment have 
all contributed to the increas- 
ing crime figures, and Judge 
Ren admitted that balancing 
progress with social stability 
was a difficult task. 

“The work of reform, de- 
velopment and stability is 
very heavy ” Judge Ren said 
id a speech on tbe opening 
day of the National Work 
Conference of Higher Court 
Presidents. 

Top priority in 1995 win be 
protecting intellectual prop- 
erty rights (EPR), Judge Ren 
said, adfeng that the pro- 
ficienCT of Chinese courts in 
the field should be ‘•upgraded 
to a new level.” 

China is embroiled in a ' 


major dispute with tiie Un- 
ited States over IPR protec- 
tion which could escalate into 
a full-scale trade war with 
both sides threatening , sanc- 
tions and rcta&atiom 

Washington has given Beij- 
ing until Feb. 4 to takee fifeo- 
tive steps to improve IPR 
protection or face 100 per 
cent tariffs on Chinese goods 
worth $1 bflHon. _ 

China has warned that it 
will retaliate with sweeping 
sanctions of its ana if Wtshmgtoo 
goes through with its threat. 

“The Chinese laws on 
trademarks, patents copyr- 
ights and unfair competition, 
as well as the relevant inter- 
national conventions China 
has ratified, should be ap- 
plied to cases concer nin g in- 
tellectual property,” Judge 
Ren said. 

Foreign companies have 
repeatedly complained about 
the weak en fo r cem ent of 
copyright regulations in Chi- 
na ana have also accused the 
courts of dealing tod lightly 
with violators. 

Another priority this year 
will be the continued battle 
against corruption, Judge 
Ren said, pointing out ’that 
tiie number of graft cases 
tried in tbe 1994 January^ 
November period surged 65 
per cent to 34,899. 

"Those who use their posi- 
tions for personal profits and 
take bribes should be brought 
to justice in strict accordance 
wife fee law,” Judge Ren 
said. 

Despite repeated cam- 

S igus in the .past, the 
nnese authorities have 


failed to anfr the 
corruption, espech 


tad of 
among 


Of all fee contraption cases 
tried test year, only 25 in- 
volved officials above tbe city 
level and 159 above tiie coun- 
ty teveL . 

Judge Rea also stressed tbe 
need to strengthen the fight 
against economic crimes in 
order to rapport the govern- 
ment's struggle - with infla- 
tion. 

Major target s ^ o r 1995 will 
be co un ter fei t i ng, tbe steal- 
ing and sale of -value-added 
tax receipts, tax evasion, ' 
smuggling and producing 
shoddy goods. . 

In a tcpanae development, 
Chinese police have captured 
32 gangs of {mates operating 
along fee Yangtze River after 
reports of 432 robberies at 
ports and on tbe water of 
China’s longest, river, the 
People’s daily said Saturday. 

River Police have launched 
a New Year campaign to pro- 
tect fee river, a major artery 
for transport from •' central 
China to the commercial met- 
ropolis of Shanghai, from 
gangs of marauding river pi- 
rates, fee ne wspaper said. 

PrdSnrinary figures show 
River Police received reports 
of 432 cases of robbery along 
the river from 1993 to Octo- 
ber 1994, the newspaper sakL 

They cracked 252 cases and 
rounded up 32 gasgs. it said. 

The gangs speoafited-' in 
stealing coal; ofl, quarried 
stone and steel fifom. ships 
sailing fee river. and posed a 
serious threat to’ stopping, tiie 
newspaper said. , . 
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Mexican 

rebels 


prolong 
truce in 


Chiapas 


MEXICO CITY (Agencies) 
— Zapatista rebels said a 
six-day truce declared on 
Dec. 31 would remain in 
force in the poor southern 
State of Chiapas for six more 
days, Mexican television re- 
ported. 

The ceasefire was to be 
prolonged until Jan. 12, the 
Zapatista National Libera- 
tion Army said in a statement 
issued from their stronghold 
of San Cristobal De Las 


The rebels also put forth 
.conditions to resume peace 
talks with die government 
that were broken off last June 
after the sides failed to agree 
on Zapatista demands for 
better living conditions. 

They said President Ernes- 
to Zedillo most allow opposi- 
tion leader Amado Avenda- 
no to set up a transitional 
government in Chiapas and 
allow a commission headed 
by a local bishop to act as 
mediator in the conflict. 

Although Mr. Zedillo has 
so far agreed to let Roman 
Catholic Bishop Samuel Ruiz 
act as the chief mediator, die 
rebels said they were never- 
theless prepared to hold talks 
with the government. 

The Zapatistas, who staged 
a bloody uprising a year ago 
to press indigenous demands 
and reform, broke a delicate 
ceasefire last month to pro- 
test a local election result. 

Rebels seized several 
towns and villages but a clash 
with the army was averted 
when Mr. Zedillo agreed to 
let the commission headed by 
Bishop Rudz mediate the con- 
flict. 

Meanwhile former Presi- 
dent Carlos Salinas De Gor- 
tari, barely a month out of 
office, is coming under fierce 
attack from Mexicans who 


say he put his personal in- 
terests above all else and left 


the country in economic 
shambles. 

Political opponents are 
« 'threatening to file treason 
charges against Mr. Salinas, 
who -is on a world tour cam- 
paigning to be the head of the 
new World Trade Organisa- 
tion. 

The sadden decline of his 
reputation matches that of 
Mexico's economy, which has 
plunged into chaos following 
a pre-Christmas peso de- 
valuation. 

Mr. Salinas left office on 
Dec. las a 
president known 
as an economic reformer who 
forged a landmark free-trade 
agreement with the United 
States and Canada. Mexico’s 
economy, after a year of poli- 
tical turmoil, appeared on the 
verge of an extended boom 
with the ad min i s tration of 
President Zedillo predicting 4 
per cent growth and 4 per 
cent inflation for 1995. 

But Mr. Salinas is now 
being blamed for allowing the 
country to accumulate a huge 
current account deficit that 
was aggravated by his refusal 
to devalue the peso despite 
constant cries from foreign 
investors. 

Mr. Zedillo, just three 
weeks after taking office, was 
forced to set the peso free, 
which caused it to drop 35 per 
cent in value, and put 
together an emergency res- 
cue plan that included $18 
billion in foreign credits to 
stabilise the suddenly spin- 
ning economy. 

Critics charge that Mr. 
Salinas and former Finance 
Minister Pedro Aspe did not 
want to devalue the currency 
because of concern that it 
would hurt his image as he 
campaigned for the World 
ation post. 


Tbe latest issue of maga- 
zine Proceso had a picture of 
Mr. Salinas on its cover 
under the title “the guilty 
one.” Even the head of Mr. 
Salinas ’s long-ruling Institu- 
tional Revolutionary Party, 
or PRI, said Wednesday that 
his government had m a de 
“inopportune decisions that 
w ere not completely tight. 

The centre-left Democratic 
Revolution Party, or PRD, 


Mr. and several for- 

mer cabinet members next 
week for conduct that 
“caused great damage to 
sodet y.” „ ^ 

Mr. Zedillo, in a Tuesday 
speech unveiling the rescue 
plan, appeared to echo die 
suspicions of many that the 
former president had put his 
personal ambitions above the 
interests of the nation. 

**j bead a government that 
will always speak the truth, 
however hard it may be a 
government that will safe- 
guard the general interest 

he said. 


Bosnian rivals disagree 
over ceasefire details 


SARAJEVO (R) —The Un- 
ited Nations said cm Saturday 
Bosnia’s warring factions had 
reached an impasse over car- 
rying otrt provisions of a new- 
ceasefire, with each side re- 
luctant to co m pro mis e. 

The latest trace between 
the Muslim-led Bosnian 
eminent and its Bosnian ! 
foes has slowed 
it took effect a 
with the exception 
Bihac enclave. 


since 


The U.N. reported spor- 
cfic shelling in foe nor thw e st 
□clave and the go v er nm ent 


rounds of small arms fire 
were registered in the past 24 
hours near the town ofVehka 
Kladusa in the north of die 
government-held enclave, 
said U.N. Major Herve 
Gourmelon. 

Bihac town, a U.N.- 
dedaned “safe area,” was hit 
by an KTmm mortar bomb 
Friday afternoon for the tint 
time since the trace began. 
There were no casualties re- 
ported. 


adicshel 

enclave and the go v er nm ent 
accused Serbs of violating the 
trace on the eastern edge of 
the pocket. 

Talks between Muslim and 
Serb negotiators have stum- 
bled over implementing key 
elements of the ceasefire, 
with government troops re- 
fusing to withdraw from a 
demilitarised zone (DMZ) 
above Sarajevo. 

Serb forces in turn have 
refused to reopen roads to 
civilian traffic into die Bos- 
nian capital, de manding Miry 
lim troops first pull out of the 
Mount f gman DMZ. 

“The Bosnian Serb side 
continues to link the issue of 
opening the routes across the 
airport to the presence of 
Boaiian government trams 
on Mount Igman,” U.N. 
spokesman Alexander 
Ivanko told reporters in 
Sarajevo. 

The trace appeared to be 
taking hold ev er y w here but 
the Bihac region, where 
shelling and mortar attacks 
continued Friday, U.N. 
peacekeepers said. 

Some 100 artillery explo- 
sions and more than 200 


The U.N. was investigating 
the incident but previous 
mortar and artillery attacks 
on Bihac town have been 
blamed on Bosuan or Croa- 
tian Serb forces. 

Bosnian state radio 
claimed Bosnian Serb forces 
were firing on government 
5 th Corps troops Saturday on 
the eastern edge of the en- 
clave around Bosanska Krn- 
pa. The report could not be 
immediately confirmed by 
the United Nations. 


Despite earlier promises to 
withdraw from the U.N. de- 
nrifitarised zone on Mount 


im-led troops were still 



.aptam 
Soochairi fold Reuters. 

“We are unable to (actual- 
ly) inspect one of the places 
because the Bosnian army 
tells us the access way is 
mined,” said CapL Souchaki. 

U.N. soldiers had set oat 
to sweep the DMZ once 
again in hopes of encouraging 

re maining g o v ernm ent troops 
to withdraw. 

But a planned inspection 
by a U.N. general accompa- 


nied by Bosnian Muslim and 
Sob officers was cancelled 
after the two sides Friday 
refused to sign an agreement 
spelling out steps to verify 
troop withdrawals and estab- 
lish zones of separation. 

The U.N. commander in 
Bosnia, Lieutenant-General 
Sr Michael Rose, planned to 
meet Bosnian Serb Army 
chief General Ratko Mladic 
Sunday to try to break the 
deadlock which has pre- 
vented the planned deploy- 
ment of peacekeeping troops 
between rival armies. 

Maj. Gourmelon said the 
dispute over the Sarajevo 
DMZ was slowing down 
efforts to cement the cease- 
fire: “The implementation 
process is too slow. The next 
joint commission meeting 
will be on Jan. 11 but our 
feeling is that the two sides 
are working with a deep de- 
gree of mistrust, approaching 
issues in a very bureaucratic 
way, point by point.” 

Scattered maehu v* gim vol- 
leys have broken the snow- 
bound calm in the Sarajevo 
area since late Friday but the 
U.N. attributed this to the 
Serbs’s Orthodox Christmas 
weekend. 

In at least one positive 
development, the Bosnian 
Serbs were issuing clearances 
for almost all UiN. convoys 
without restrictions, even 
those carrying fuel for 
peacekeepers in gove rn m ent 
enclaves, Maj. Gounnekm 


French U-N. sofafiers stand guard during tt 

of the Latin Bridge fai Sarajevo. The bridge, 
which the Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand 


r epai re d by 
photo) 


soldiers (AFP 


The Bosnian Serbs had 
promised to return freedom 
of movement to the U.N. as 
part of the ceasefire accord. 


which arose from a 
miss ion by former U.S. 
dent Jimmy Carter. 

On Friday, one of 
Sarajevo’s most famous 
bridges across the Mfljacka 
River reopened to pedestrian 
traffic after having been 
heavily damaged in Bosnia’s 
33-montb-oId civil war. 

. The rebuilt Latin Bridge 
was inaugurated daring a 
brief ceremo n y attended by 
Ante Zeftc, vice-president of 
the Sarajevo municipality, 
and General Herve Gobu- 
liard of France, United Na- 
tions commander for 
Sarajevo. 

French engineers from the 
17th Parachute 


of toe U.N. Prote ction 
here, spent a month 
restoring the structure. 

“Let tins reconstruction be 
the first such visible sign (erf 
peace) in a long senes of 
others,” Gen. Gobilliard 
said, speaking on the sixth 
day of a ceasefire between 
Bosnian army and redid Serb 


“X 


r. Zelic thanked France 
for its contribution to re- 
bufldmg the bridge, which 
from the end of World Warn 
until last year .had been 
known as Prinap Bridge. 

It was named for Serbian 
nationalist Gavrflo Prinap, 
who on Aug- 28, 1914 carried 
out the assassination nearby 


of Archduke Francis Ferdi- 
nand, crown prince of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

The assassination sparked 
World War I across Europe. 

MeanwhSe Bosnian Croat 
fayfer Kresbnir Znbak said 
Friday be could see no agn of 
a “just peace” is Bcsnia- 
HexzegQvma and op 

his troops to resort to force if 
a political solution was not 
forthcoming, t he C roatian 
News Agency (HINA) re- 
ported. 

Speaking at Siroki Brijeg, 
some 150 kflometres south 
west of Sarajevo, Mr. Zubak 
noted “the war is not at an 
end and there is still no sign 
of a just peace.” 


The “president” of the 
self-declared Croatian Re- 
public of Herceg-Bosna as 
«dl as of the Muslim-Croat 
federation created Last March 
signed .up to ihe four-month 
ftosation.of hostilities winch 
began at the New Year and 
said- Friday that Bosnian 
Croat troops were 
committed toa “just peace.” 

But taeLabo invited HVO 
fighteu “to pull, together 
yo mron pte to obtain by miff t- 

aiy force what we will not be; 
able tn. obtain by political 
meansT HINA reported. 

“We hope to get back what 
jsom s, ? Mr. Zubak went on, 
saying that was his people’s 

legitimate tight ” 


Sri Lanka military prepares for truce 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
I,ankan security forces Satur- 
day began preparing for a 
truce with Tamil rebels while 
Tamils opposed to the rebels 
said they were bracing for 
posable attacks during the 
cessation of hostilities. 

The open-ended truce be- 
tween security forces and the 
rebel liberatio n Tig ers erf 
Tamil Edam (LTTE) comes 
into effect Sunday. 

“There have been no ind- 
dents in the past 24 boms. 
We like to think the hostili- 
ties have ceased ahead of 
schedule. We have to wait 
and see,” military spokesman 
Brigadier Nihal Jayakody 
said. 

Tamil groups viol ently 
opposed to the LTTE said 
they have taken extra secur- 
ity measures because they 
feared tiie rebels may now try 
to annihilate their rivals. 

“We welco me th is. But in 
the past the LTTE has used a 
cessation of hostilities to 
annihilate rivals in the Tamil 
community,” said Dharma- 
lingham Srthdbathan, chief of 
the People’s Liberation 
Organisation of Tamil 
Eelam. 

Brig. Jayakody said that 
the military leadership was 
determined to ensure that 
personnel in the field were 
thoroughly briefed on the de- 
tails of the truce in the 
embattled northeast 

“We are in the process of 
sending instructions to field 
commanders. We want to 
make sure that everyone 
down the line gets the mes- 
sage. The agreement has to 
be respected to the letter,” 
said Brig. Jayakody. 

Sri Lankan President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga told 
reporters that both sides 
wanted to see if an initial 
two- week truce period work- 
ed wdd before thinking of 
extending it. 

Just hours before Kumar- 
atunga signed the seven-point 
t ruce agreement Thursday, 
LTTE guerrillas and govern- 
ment troops dashed in north- 
east Weli Oya, leaving three 
rebels dead and six soldiers 
wounded. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga 
announced the truce in par- 
liament Friday and vowed to 
give “maximum devolution 
of power” to minority Tamils 
in any settlement to the 
ethnic conflict that has 



Sri i«*«n President Chandrika Kumaratunga geslues 
daring a press conference as die outfitted her peace ptan to 
end Sri Lanka’s ethnic war which has rimmed over 30,000 
fives m (he past 23 years (AFP photo) 


claimed more than 30,000 
lives. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga, 49, 
told parliament that an 
aborted pact signed between 
her late father Solomon Ban- 
daranaike and Tamil leader 
S.J.V. Chdvanayagam would 
be the basis for a political 
settlement to the ethnic issue. 

The pact signed after Mrs. 
Bandaranaikc became prime 
minister in 1956, ran into 
militant opposition from the 
majority Sinhalese Buddhist 
community, which described 
the accord as “an act of 
treachery.” 

However, Mrs. Kumar- 
atunga, who is also from the 
majority community, said she 
did not expect fresh opposi- 
tion because she and her Peo- 
ple’s Alliance had received a 
mandate for peace when they 
won parliamentary and pres- 
idential polls. 

The truce agreement, 
which was also signed by 
LTTE s upremo VciupiQai 
Prabhakaran, came afte r two 
rounds of talks in the LTTE 
stronghold of Jaffna in the 
north. A third round of nego- 
tiations has been fixed for 
Jan. 14. 


Six peace committees 
headed by representatives 
sent by foreign govern ments 
have been set up to monitor 
the trace. Both sides agreed 
to a 600-metre (1,900-foot) 
demilitarised zone outside 
security force camps in the 
northeast. 

The LTTE has been 
blamed for the slaying of 
several Tamil politicians and 
scores of rival cadres during 
14 months of failed peace 
talks with the former United 
National Part y regime. 

The LTTE, which is fight- 
ing for a separate state in the 
northeast for minority 
Tamils, controls large parts 
of the north but is mostly 
confined to jungles in the east 
after being driven out of the 
region by the army in 1991. 

Sri Lanka's two-week truce 
with Tamil rebels starting 
Sunday helps both sides 
maintain momentum to end 
the bloody ethnic conflict, 
but analysts note the real 
hard bargaining for a durable 
peace is yet to come. 

And, the government has 
said it wifl be forced to resort 
to the military option if the 
peace talks fail. 


Japan rocked by 2nd tremor in one day 


TOKYO (R) — Two strong 
earthquakes rocked Japan in- 
cluding the capital Tokyo 
Saturday, killin g one person 
and injoriug about 30, a 
Meteorological Agency 
spokesman said. 

The two quakes, one 
measuring 6.9 on the Richter 
Scale in northern Japan and 
one 14 boms later just out- 
side Tokyo measuring 5.2, 
rattled buildings and the 
nerves of many residents. 

Ail the casualties reported 
so far were in the first quake 
which hit the Hadrinohe area 
about 500 kilometres north of 


The same area was shaken 
by a 7.5 Richter quake on 
Dec. 28 in which three people 
died and several hundred 
were injured. 

The latest quake to shake 

Hachinobe was centred in the 
Parific Ocean. 

The quake which rattled 

Tokyo rambled through the 
at about 9:40 p.m. (1240 
G1 


ports so far of casualties or 
damage from the tremor 
which shook high-rise build- 
ings and set lights swinging 
inside houses. 


In Saturday's earlier 
quake, police said an 85- year- 
old woman io Hachinobe 
died from a heart attack and 
up to 30 people were injured 
by falling objects. 


Tokyo 

(2230 


at about 7:30 a.m. 


GMT). 


The agency spokesman 
said its focal point was lo- 
cated about 45 miles (70- 
kms) under the earth near the 
fishing port of Mito. just 
north of the capital. 

He said there were no re- 


Railway authorities sus- 
pended trains in the Hadti- 
nohe area until crew made 
safety checks of tines. 

Water and power supplies, 
damaged last week, were 
again disrupted by Saturday's 
quake. 


Seoul team leaves for nuclear talks in U.S. 


SEOUL (AFP) — A South 
Korean government delega- 
tion left Saturday for 
'Washington to discuss details 
of the supply of safe nuclear 
reactors to North Korea. 

The delegation was beaded 


agreed to supply two light- 
water reactors, at an esti- 
mated cost of $4 trillion, to 
the North in exchange for a 
shutdown of its co n troversial 
graphite reactors. 


ary leaders may agree to skip 


jagreeto 
die annual Team Spirit i 
rise this year, only if North 
Korea faithfully implements 
its nuclear accord with 
Washington^ - - 


d redaction of U.S. 
i from South Korea and 


by Park In-Knk, director of 
the 


Foreign Ministry’s 
disarmament-atomic power 
dhrisioa. 

In Washington, Park will 
bold tripartite with U.S. 
and Japanese officials on the 
raguratipn of ■ the Korea 
rir Devefo pment Orga- 
bo- (KHDOj* . " 

KEDO is responsible for 
financing, supply ing *nd con- 
structing the reactors. Seoul 
and Washington hope to set 
up the multilateral organisa- 
tion in February. 

Under last year's landmark 
nuclear accord, Washington 


Meanwhile General John 
ShalikashviH, rhamp m of the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
will visit Seoul tins month to 
discuss whether to go ahead 
with U-S. -South Korean war 
exercises cancelled last year, 
a report said Satiuday?- - 

Dining ins yisf from Jan. 
19, Mr. Shaidcaslivfli will abo 
explain Washington's deci- 
sion to cancel a phased reduc- 
tion of U.S. troops from 
South Korea, the Korea 
Herald said. 

The n ew sp ap e r quoted a 
mifitazy source as saying that 
U.S. and South Korean mifit- 


Team Spirit was cancelled 


. „ the EASE, 

Washington p la n s to main- 
tain , the' existing 37,000- 


last year to help create a 
xxi for nes^'iur 


fevourable mood i 
dons on neutralising the 
North’s controversial nuclear 


troops here and 35,000 in 
li’pan, plus the 7th Fleet in 
Hast Asia, it sal 


programme. 

- .North .Korea railed fox a 
permanent halt to tire annual 
'exercise^ but '^Jeoul and 
Washington said it could be 


Washington withdrew 
7,000 American troops be- 
tween 1990 and 1992 in the 
first phase of a 

the] 



ifthe North balked 
at the nuclear accord. 

The newspaper said Mr. 
ShaHkashvifi would explain 
to South Korean leaders the 
U-S. dedsknrto suspend the 
East Asia Strategic Initiative 
(EAST), which called for a 


^Afioiher 7,000 were to 
have been pufledoat from 


South Korea between -1993 
and the end of tins year, but 
the second phase of troop 
reductions was; suspended 
last year when tensions esca- 
lated over the NorthY nuc- 
lear programme. - . 



NEW DELHI (AFP) — Far- 
mer Indian Prime Minister 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh has 
quit the country’s main cen- 
trist opposition party, and 
said he will stay away from 
politics for five years, news- 
papers re ported Saturday. 

“I wfll not be renewing my 
membership of the Janata 
Dal (People’s Party)," Mr. 
V.P. Singh, who headed Indi- 
a’s first coalition government 
that lasted 11 months until 
November 1990, said in Bom- 
bay Friday. 

“My exit from the Dal is no 
sacrifice,” The Hindustan 
Times quoted him as saying. 
“I will not be part of any 
political party for the next 
five years,” he added. 

V.P. Singh, who enjoys 
widespread respect for his 
integrity added that he would 
join non-political forums dur- 
ing the next five years to 
c am pa ign against corruption. 

The Times said V.P. 
Singh’s decision was the re- 


sult of his marginalisation m 
the Janata Dal, which has 
suffered repeated splits in re- 
cent years but stiff rules three 
of India’s 25 states. 

The Janata Dal was the 
dominant constituent of a 
five-party National Front 
government which came to 
power in New Delta in De- 
cember 1969 with V.P. Singh 
as India’s seventh prime 
minister. 

Political analysts said V.P. 
Singh’s move was a blow to 
the Janata Dal, which lacks 
another leader of national 
stature ahead of pazflamen- 
tar^_ elections due in nrid- 

“Maybe he is angry,” said 
Janata Dal MP Ram Vilas 
Paswan, commen ting on V.P. 
Singh’s decision. “He has his 
own commitments and style 
of functioning.” ~ — 

Mr. V.P. Smgh formed the 
Janata Dal in 1988 after quit- 
ting the ruling Congress (I) 
Party, then headed by dam 


Rajiv Gandhi, and launching 
a nation-wide crusade against 
corruption. . 

Meanwhile a crisis in Indi- 
an Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
shnha Rao’s Congress Party 
deepened Friday when a efis- 
sidenl leader called for elec- 
tions for the post of party 
president. - 


elections are scheduled in 

eariy 1996. ~’.y 

Mr. Singh, who resigned as 
minister at human resources 
development in Mr. Rao’s 
cabinet on Christmas -Eve, 
denied any {dans to spfiHhe 
Party. : 7 .. 


Arjnn Singh, a former 
^cabinet minister seen as Mr. 
Rao’s mam rival for the lead- 
dp, said the party’s head 
‘ be chosen by a vote. 
Mr. Rao, the current Con- 
president, was chosen 
committee of senior 
leaders after the 
assassination of former Prime. 
Minister Rajiv 'Gandhi in 
May. 1991. 



“Let the party dect whoev- 
er they want to elect and that 
' person null take the party to 
the next general ejections.” 
Mr. Singh told members of 
the Foreign Correspondent's 
Qub in New Delhi. General 


*1 am not in t eadmg to 
cause a split in this great 
organisation. There's mrfmug 
to be gained po&ticaOy or 
personally,” he said. . 

Mr. Rao is also faring a 
challenge from. kxal iCoP- 
gress parties in thertates, 
especially in Uttar Pradesh, 
Imfia ^ s ^^tjp op|dD te rtate . 

adviser Jitendra Prasada as 
president of the stale Con- 
gress Party Thursday. . 

Mr. Prasada replaced KJX 
Tewari, a former finance and 

' external affairs, nrimster.who 
"Jtad. demanded the wifefeaw- 
al of Congress support for the 
statee gove rnm ent ruled by a 
low-caste' Hindu party- ;. 


African summit focuses on Rwandan refugees 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
Leaders from seven central 
and east African nations 
gathered here for a ooe-day 
summit Saturday to dfomo; 
bow to persuade hundre ds of 
thousands of Rwandan re- 
fugees to return home. 

The question that should 
be uppermost in our minds is 
how to prevent such a catas- 
trophe as was witnessed last 
year from repeating itself,” 
Kenyan President Daniel 
Arap Moi said in his welcom- 
ing address as leadens and 


their foreign ministers 
' at toe 


Presidential 


But the glaring absence of 
Zaire's Mobutu Scse Seko, 
toe only head of state to stay 
awav from Nairobi, wfll un- 
doubtedly detract from the 
summit, accord in g to Kenyan 
press reports. Mr. Mobutu is 
represented by his Prime 
Minister Kengo Wa Dosdo. 

One delegate at a summit 
preparatory-meeting of fore- 
ign m inis t ers and officials in 
Nairobi Friday said the sum- 
mit would be a failure with- 
out him. 

“The questions that win be 


asked need Mobutu’s person- 
al response,” he told the Na- 
tion newspaper. 

Rwandan President Pateur 
Bizhnungu, Sylvetre Ntiban- 
tnnganya of Burundi, Ugan- 
da’s Yoweri Museveni, Ah 
Hassan Mwinyi of Tanzania 
and Frederick Ghihiba of 
Zambia all joined their host 
Mr. Arap Moi for the summit 
in his presidential palace. 

Tbe U.N. secretary gener- 
al's special representative in 
Kigali, Sbabaryar Khan, was 
an obnserver at the s ummit . 

1 Mr. Arap Moi said some 
five million Rwandan re- ’ 
fa g ees were affected, two 
mfllion of whom are based in 
oeigfabbouring co un tries. ■ i 

“It is only through a 
genuine process of national 
reconciliation that a cycle of 
violence in our aster state 
can be avoided,” he warned. 

Rwanda's Rehabilitation 
and Rei n te gra tion Minister 
Jacques Bzhozaeara told, 
journalists tixat tus country 
expected the summit to pro- 
vide “concrete measures” to 
tackle tbe problem. V 

He said Rwanda wanted 
transit zones to be set up for 


returning r ef u gee s, the ebun- 
tryvride deployment of hu- 
man rights observers, and ex- 
tra U.N. soldiers — 5,500— 
to police tire operation. 

He said UJf. troops were 
needed in particular to sepa- 
rate tire former regime’s sol- 
diers and imlilia from re- 
fugees ingiant camps in Zaire 
and Tanzania where they 
cpntmued a campaign ..bf.fo 
timidation. 

Mr. Bibaeagua ’ snd the 
Kigali government would hot 
hold talks wi th the leaders of 
the former interim govern- 
ment, now based in Zauri 
go vemment- in-cxile, as . it 
would mean talking to the 
“authors of genocide.” ~ 

Neighbouring Burundi; 
winch itself teeters on the : 
brink of a bloodbath compa- 
rable to Rwanda’s because, of 
its acute tribal problems, has 
a special interest bn the 
Nairobi outcome. 

Thera ' are some 300^000 
Burundian refugees, mostly 
in Zaire wfaife . several bun-, 
dred tiKnisandothexsaretfis-- 
pfaced witfam t&cfr own ooan- 

fry* - • - 

The summit was due to end : 


Saturday. 

“Our region has hadmore. 
than its share of pofiticalcalar 
mitfes and catastrophe*/' 
Mr. Arap Moi said. 

He said 1995 coukTbe a 
happier year in Afnc» M £ , ? e 
make progress rii ‘ giving 
peace a chance everywhere 
on this continent.” . •' “ 


Tanzania, broker of 'the 
.1993 Arusha Peace Accords 
cm Rwanda which werripulH-. 
fied by last year’s genoode of 
up to one milHnw Truss and 
moderate Hntus, poshed 
' Saturday for concret e , prog- 
resa on the retu rn of some 
two mfllfo n refugees.' * 

“It is important far the 
Rwandan' government to 
understand that the solution 
ties in .tile rctam of their 
people and we are. pushing 
them to that goal ” Tag 
man Minister of State Ahmad 
Hassan Dina told Rented 

He . said the new Tnio. 
dominated governmeni ; 
■Rwanda must also con* 
terms with the 4O,OQ0feL! 0 
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Change and media choices 

EVEN BEFORE Sharif Zdti Ben Shaker bad a chance 
in aanoe members of his Cabinet, there rose voices 
attaching it as one that could not meet the challenges 
gj & new era . Caft an “sources” were quoted in this 
newspape r ye sterday as predicting that the new 
Cabinet “would not be able to bring about enough 
changes to meet the responsibilities of the peace era.” 

The phenomenon of politicians trying to u n d ermine 
ciher politi c i ans far their own reasons and interests is 
ost uncommon anywhere in the world, especially in 
opea ad democratic societies. In our country, the 
case is no different, and we have to accept the fact that 
political wrangling vjfl continue to be with os for as 
long as there are poHtkians and cha n ges in govern- 
ments. It is therefore not an easy task for this or any 
other newspaper to censor any politician for holding a 
different view. What is unfortunate, though, is the 
fact that potitidans would not go “on the record” 
Then they are critical of the government la power or 
they are not objective enough in then* criticism. A 
good case in point of the lack of objectivity on the part 
of soaie politicians is evident in foe statement carried 
by the Jordan limes yesterday in which the 
“sources” attacked Sharif Zeid’s team even before 
the team was put together. 

In a country like ours where so many people are 
“msstawzhccn,” Le. ministerial hopefuls, politicians 
keep malting noises of approval or disapproval, 
rispandmg oo how dose or distant they are from the 
prime minister-designate or the meumbeat prime 
canister. That is np to them. But despite the foot that 
there has been a modi higher turnover of ministers in 
the past than prime ministers, change in government 
itself, in the way it fonctious and does business, has 
heaa slow. It is not ancoo.-nn, then, to hear 
ordinary people say in resignation that they do not 
believe that real change wiD take place w hatever 
government takes office. 

This is so probably because in foe case of estab- 
j listed, long practising democracies, foe party that 
T7ins the highest number of seats in Parliament either 
forms its own gove rnm ent or negotiates with other 
parties, with dear mandates, to form a new adminis- 
tration. In foe event, consultations and negotiations 
| ere made over a common agenda and programme for 
the new go vernm ent. This unfortunately is not the 
I csss hi Jordan. Consultations are made more over 
' zzsotes and regions than agenda and programmes. 
Asd foe names are chosen through a process that is 
abort unique and exclusive to Jordan. It is, there- 
fore, the names which float around that matter, not 
the programme of a well-established team or party. 
i So onto we reach a more advanced political stage, 
bickering wffl continue to be part of the game. 
Meanwhile, the government-run media would do wefl 
to cover foe debates that usually accompany foe 
formation of any new government. By talking about 
the activities of or in te r view ing the prime minister- 
designate and those who are dose to him in a bid to 
sound them out on his policies, programme and 
vishm, the official media could contribute to reducing 
the hearsay and gossip. It should not be left only to the 
print media to carry that task. In any way, Jordan's 
de&rauc media has an important impact to make not 
only on our citizens’ perceptions but also on neigh- 
bouring countries, which need to see that we have a 
thriving democracy and respect for political pluralism 
cad freedoms. 

Until we are aide to get our information act 
together, speculation, propaganda and gossip wiB 
continue to thrive in our midst. In addition, and more 
haportantfy perhaps, educating our people and others 
W 21 be more difficult and distant. 


WITH THE resignation of the government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali and the appointment of 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker to form a new government, a new 
noliticaJ era starts in tbe Kingdom and a new chapter opens 
for the the Jordanians, said AI Ra*i daily Saturday. His 
Maies»y King Hussein’s choice of Sharif Zeid to be at the 
helm of the new government is a wise one since the veteran 
statesman is capable of dealing with foe crucial stage 
tfoongh which Jordan is passing, stud the daily. Sharif Zeid 
ts fa ring rapid changes in the region and a host of chronic 
issues at foe domestic level but he is to be trusted to steer 
the ship towards safety, said the daily. The outgoing 
government has no doubt done its best ana exerted its 
utmost efforts in shouldering the heavy responsibilities 
fadtig foe country and its services to the nation is a source 
of nride to all Jordanians, added tbe daily. It is hoped that 
Sharif Zeid will build on the achievements of the outgoing 
government and would take measures designed to help deal 
with foe internal issues facing the country. 

MAHMOUD RIMAWI discussed a visit to Paris by foe 
traqi deputy prime minister, Tareq Aziz, and said it was 
intended to end the U.N. embargo on the Iraqi people. 
France, which is opening a liaison office in Baghdad now to 
care for its interests in Iraq, is a major trading partner witn 
that country and its oil firms have major mtraests in Iraq, 
said the writer. Furthermore, France, along with China and 
Russia are seriously seeking to end foe embargo and to end 
foe sufferings of the Iraqi people who have comptied fully 
with foe UN. resolutions since tbe occupation of Kuwait 
and the end of the Gulf war, added the writer. Perhaps foe 
opening of the French liaison office at tbe Romanian 
embassy in Baghdad would pave foe ground for a greater 
Pressure to be exerted on foe world community to end foe 
Unctions of the Iraqi people, continued the writer. The 
writer said 1995 could see tbe end of the tragedy of the 
■raqi people who have faced untold sufferings as a result of 
Ihc unjust embargo. 


By Dr. Tab^ F^oek 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse ' •• - ' _ -- 

Economic standstill between Jordan and Palestine 

. ... jjj — . -i ~ AiM^twtfwaftTMrtim 


IT IS no secret that foe exchange of goods across tbe 
bridges between Jordan and Palestine is now at a complete 
standstill. Both sides are not allowing any commodity to be 
imported from tbe other side. 

In our recent Arab history, we used to describe the 
relations between Syria and Lebanon under French 
occupation as special, bet this special r elatio nship was 
followed by a fall economic disengageme nt w ith independ- 
ence. of one currency and one central bank, called 

hark of Syria and Lebanon, foe two sister countries 
to go separate. The divorce was dabbed "disen- 
gagement” or “qatfaa.” 

The *h«*g is now tafcing place between Jordan and 
Palestine. The relationship was claimed to be distinguished 
w hile imrW imidi occupation of tbe West Bank, but h is 
drifting now to an official break-off under Palestinian self 
authority, not only at tbe level of cur re n cy and central 
hrwiHngj but also at the level of trade. 

As it is well known, Jordan was able to obtain an Israeli 
consent to allow Jordan to export goods worth up to $30 
miiK rm to foe West Bank before December 31, 1994. The 
period expired without any Jordanian commodity being 
able to cross the bridges to the West Bank. For the first 
bs ub cc one would think that H was land, which gave in one 
hand and took in the other, and that Israeli concessions are 


revocable without notice, buta Jordanian official corrected 
ring mistake and revealed the fact that ft »thc Palestinian 
Authority and not foe occupation authority which pre- 
vented Jordanian products from reac h in g the West Bank 
market, thus hurting not only foe Jordanian producers but 
foe Palestinian c onsume rs as well. 

Jordan and Palestine concluded an economic agre ement 
on January 7. 1994, but it was not put into effect because 
priority was given to tbe Palestinian Israch eco nom ic 
agreement sighed in Paris in April 29, 1994 , which 
contradicts the economic agreement with Jordan. Toe 
Palestinian side requested reopening the Jordanian — 
P alestinian agreement for renegotiation, which was met 
with a Jordanian consent, and a new economic agreement 
was readied but unfortunately was never signed. Another 
P ales tinian delegation came to Amman to renegotiate once 
more the unsigned economic draft agreemen t and re acted 
a new revised one and agreed to form several joint 
mniw i fteM to deal with specific issues of mutual int erest 
As all agreements and draft agreements were 

declared in press conferences accompanied with hot 
publicity which pleased the public opinion on bath rides of 
the Jordan River. 

However, the Palestinian members of die agreed com- 


mittees (fid ikk show up in Amman < mi the agreeddates, and 
tile revised draft agreement was also left unsigned, not 
Kuwnw foe Palestinian leadership though that the agree- 
ment was not good enough™ itself, in fact it represented a 
lot of obvious sacrifices on behalf of Jordan and m favour 
of Palestine T * ^nn\m g nnHmite d freedom of Palestinian 
exports and -sweeping exemptions of .taxes. But th e 
Palestinian leadership was apparently again st fo e pnnaple 
of mtn ^ gr r pmpn h with Jordan, because of foe 

_n i — : g « - • - - a., r. ^ n m ' nn ansi Pa iMffn ’m 


leaders, on the hearts consequently foe alle- 

giance of Palestinians : in tbe West Bank. . 

Jordan finally found no alternative but to reciprocate, 
and p revent Palestinian products from being im ported to 
Jordan, because the continuation of trade in one direction 
will result in more accumulation of Jordan dinars in the 
West Bank to a dangerous level. Palestinian goods m 
transit to other Arab countries were allowed to flow across 
Jordan without obstacles. 

ft is surprising -that an economic unofficial and unde- 
clared economic war between Jordan and Palestine is in 
progres while we still talk loudly about a distingumshed 
relationship, and start wanning up for trade normalisation 
with Israel. But what eke can we do? 


Customs duties on cars: 
Where is the logic? 



MY STORY is a familiar one like many others who have a 
car in tins country under a temporary entry permit. The big 
differe nce in. my story is tire fact that, my car has been 
brought over from America. How many other car owners 
have shipped their car from America and have it here in 
Jordan under a te mporar y entry permit? I would-be 
extremely surprised if the number is more than a few. -I 
wonder why mat is?I wifi tell you. The majority of people 


Palestinians must quit peace tsdks 
if Israel does mot S^lement 

By Pascal B. Karmy Regulations (Article 23. G) worthless scrap of paper. problem now. For otber- 

of 1899 and 1907 as supple- For if Israel continues to wise, how can the FNA 

meat and amplified by Arti- build settlements at the pro- convince the Palestinian 

WE OFTEN hear Israeli de S3 the Fourth Geneva sent rate in two years’ time, people of the national be- 

Prune Minister Yitzhak Convention of 1949, when permanent status nefits of tbe peace process, . 

Rabin and other Israeli occupation does not confer negotiations start, there will if it does not take positive 

l eaders call for peaceful co- ownership of public land on be no land to negotiate ah- action to protect Palestinian 

existence between Jews and the occupier. Article 55 of out territory. The Palestinians 

Arabs in Israel itself and in Hague on Regulations spe- During the unlameuted do not waitf a farcical peace 

the Palestinian territories of dficaDy provides that; ‘The British mandate over Pales- but a genuine one, which 

foe West Bank and Gaza occupying state shall be re- tine and after its termina- will enable them to five on 

Strip. Unfortunately, foe gatA-H only as admimstra- tkm, the basic conflict be- their own territory and to 

®n tbe ground, which tor and usufructuary of tween the Palestinians and decide their destiny. And if 

are created by the Israeli buildings, real estate, Jews and subsequently Israel aspires for peace and 

government policy, espe- forests and agricultural Israel revolved around two co-existence with the 

dally with regard to the estates belonging to the essential elements, namely; Palestinians, it most pursue 

settlements, do no tenc our- hostile state and situated in inhabitants and territory. these goals with honesty 

age at all tins peaceful co- the occupied territory. It Israel, in connivance with therefore stop actions 

must safeguard the capital the world Jewry and the which are likely to destroy 

, The latest fierce con- of these p ro periri es and Western world, (mainly or hinder the peace process. 

floatation, which occurred administer them in accord- Britain and foe USA), had Otherwise Israel will lose its 

a few days ago between the ance with the rules of usnf- succeeded by hook and crefibflity not only vis-a-vis 

Jewish settlers m Efral set- ruct.” Artide 53 of tbe crook to expel tbe PaJesti- the Palestinians but with 

tlem ent and the Israeli Geneva Convention pro- mans from their homeland, foe Arab countries as well, 

rnnrjrou foe one side mid iribhs destruction of real or Palestine, in 1948. After the Israel realise that • 

P”** 1 * 1 P° Wic ■** P T * valc war of 1967 and foe rabse- ** PLO j^d taken great 

property except where such quern occupation of the risks when it condudedfoe 

habitants, o n the other is destruction is rendered west Bank and tbe Gaza Qsk) accord in 1993 and 

just^one^ example among absolutely necessary by Strip, Israel «PeU«l incteed ft must be grateful to 

military operatiom. The gwsaads of Patestmians foe PLO as with & accord 

nus confrontation, re- same artide provides that from those territories m ^ *«- 

suiting from foe attempt by short of alienation of own- order to bring thousands of ^ GondutteSoeace 

5lJi^ t #». I ? le Ir Snp " ershi P’ occupier may Jews from abroad to re- agreement with Jcrrtferaoa 
po rted b y the Israeli army, lease the state property pro- place the original inhabi- QcL 26 1994 and to estab- 

viding its term does not teals. Fbr Je^imnrigra- 

tends show dearly that extend beyond the duration tion, Israel could not have some other Arab 

Israel is still bent on ‘rob- 0 f foe occupation been established. omcr states - 

tnng' directly or indirectly. Thus it is incontro v ertible As regards territory. It is relevant to thfcarti- 
foetands of the Palestinians in law that all settlements wfaidx is foe second element ck? to quote Mr. John Wtat- 

fbr bunding more settle- built after 1967 in the West in foe co nfli ct betwe en foe r 6 * 4 - * 1 wc f a *r 1 ?? to . , 

ments m order to surround Bank or in Gaza Strip are Jews mid the Palestinians, iaaeh leaders m ms arfcde 

the P al e stin ia n towns and absolutely ffleRal as pro- Israel considered the lanrfr "Israel’s Choice: Falesti- 

vfflages and cut them off vided in the Hague Rezula- and properties of the man s te*etax»d or Chaos” 

from each other or truncate tions and foeGtenLraX^ Palestinians, who were ex- published in the Jqrdy 

Palestinian territory. In vention quoted above. pelled from Palestine, Times on January 3, 1995; 

doing so, Israel pte ffl They are also illegal in whether in 1548 or in 1967, “Logically, only one vi- 

areatea sort of ^Palestinian accordance with several as what Israel called able option remains- 

Bantnaans (which foe United Nations General “Absentee Property”. With accepting Palestinian 

ex-Soum African govern- Assembly and Security this ruthless colonising sovereignty in the Palesti- 

maite attempted to estab- Councfl resolutions and in mental i ty which has no pa- man lands occupied in 1967 

fish for the bl ack popula- particular 242 and 338, ralld in modern history, subject to an agreed fbmm- 

uct) anothus prevent foe which are embodied in the Israel took possession of la for an equitable sharing 

creafton ot one whole com- Oslo Accord of Sept. 13 of this property and confis- of a physically izxfividcd 

pact Palestin^ sovereign 1993. In a dditi on , budding cated it for the benefit of Jerusalem. It is high time 

temtoy m the West Bank of settlements is contrary to the state of Israel and some for Israeli leaders to stop 

and oaza strip. the tetter and spirit of the erf which were sold or hired pretending that the earth is 

The latest decision of tbe accords of Sept. 13, 1993 to build settlements. When flat and to actually lead bv 

Israeli government, with re- and of May 4, 1994 coo- Israel ocamfed foe West teffing their people deafly 

gaxti to tbe Eflat settle- chided between Israeli and Bank and Gaza Strip it did and honestly that Palesti- 

ment, was to grant ds set- tbe PLO. In accordance likewise with the so-called nian statehood is essential if 

tiers another land doser to with Artide V, para 4 of the “Abs e ntee Pro p erty” and a testiqg peace in foe Mid- 

tbe existing settlement but Oslo accord it “the out- fe ve rishly built th o u sa nds die East is ever to be 

this decision has uot come of tbe permanent sta- of sett lemen ts especially in achieved and is thus fen- 

changed the sitnation as this tus negotiations should not Jerusalem and around it. damentaQy in the interests 

land also belongs to Al be prejudiced or preempted It is, therefore, absolute- of Israel and Israelis. 

Kbaddcr v fllage is. The lat- by agreements reached for ly imperative that the Pates- “Actually, there is one 

ter have brandished title foe interim period,” And tine National Authority other alternative to PaJcsti- 

deeds in tbeir hands to for a stronger reason no- (PNA) stand firm vis-a-vis man statehood — cfaaOs-and 

prove their ownership wefl thing 'should be done on the Israel on foe question of an expknkra of frustration - - 

before the creation of the ground Such as confiscation settlements, even if that is and vnlence on a scale pre- 

Jewjsh State in 1948. Even or ex pr o pria tion of Patesti« tikdy to stem the peace pro- vtously ummagined. This 

assuming that AI Kbaddcr nian tends for building set- cess. The PNA should re- exploskm will not wait until 

tend is public property as dements, winch surely does fuse to pr o ceed with the 1999 if Israel does not soon 

the settlers allege, Israel as not only prejudice or peace process until Israel make dear that foe- "peace 

an ’occupier’ under interna- p r eemp t the outcome of the actually stops bmkfing or process’ is leading to a des- 

tional tew cannot dispose of permanent statns negotia- fattening settlements at the tination which Palestinians 

it in the way it wishes. tions but in fact malms of expense of Palestinian land are likely to prefer an hon- 

According to the Hague the Oslo accord a mere as tire is the core of the ourabte martyrdom.” 


checked for several months with personnel in the Customs 
Department, the Royal Automobile Chib, etc. 
tiie regulations surro u nd in g such a proced u re. I was 
sasui ed time after time' that I could bring my car into 
Jordan and could keep it here far at least one or two yean, 
renewing the temporary penmt as required. As a result, I 
decided to bring my car over and keep, it with me until I 



Regulations (Article 23. G) 
of 1899 and 1907 as supple- 
ment and amplified by Arti- 
de S3 the Fourth Geneva 
Convention of 1949, 
occupation does not confer 
ownership of public land on 
the occupier. Artide 55 of 
Hague on Re gul a ti ons spe- 
cifically provides that: “The 
occupying state shall be re- 
garded only as administra- 
tor and usufructuary of 
buildings, real estate, 
forests and agricultural 
estates belonging to the 
hostile state and situated in 
foe occupied territory. It 
must safeguard the capital 
of these pr o periri es and 
administer them in accord- 
ance with the rules of usuf- 
ruct.” Artide 53 of tbe 
Geneva Convention pro- 
hibits destruction of real or 
personal public and private 
p r o perty except where such 
destruction is rendered 
absolutely necessary by 
military operations. Tbe 
same artide provides that 
short of alienation of own- 
ership, tiie occupier may 
tease the state property pro- 
viding its term does not 
extend beyond the duration 
of the occqsation. 

Thus it is incontrovertible 
in law that all settlements 
built after 1967 in the West 
Bank or in Gaza Strip are 
absolutely illegal as pro- 
vided in the Hague Regula- 
tions and die Geneva Con- 
vention quoted above. 
They are also illegal in 
accordance with several 
United Nations General 
Assembly and Security 
Councfl resolutions and in 
particular 242 and 338, 
which are embodied in tbe 
Oslo Accord of Sept. 13 of 
1993. In addition, budding 
of settlements is contr a r y to 
foe tetter and spirit of the 
accords of Sept. 13, 1993 
and of May 4, 1994 con- 
cluded between Israeli and 
the PLO. In accordance 
with Artide V, para 4 of the 
Oslo accord it “die out- 
come of the permanent sta- 
tus negotiations should not 
be prejudiced or preempted 
by agreements reached for 
foe interim period,” And 
for a stro n g er reason no- 
thing should be done on flic 
ground Such as confiscation 
or expropriation of Palesti- 
nian lands for building set- 
tlements, winch rarely does 
not only prejudice or 
p r eemp t the outcome of the 
permanent s ta t es negotia- 
tions but in fact mans of 
the Oslo accord a mere 


worthless scrap of paper. 

Fbr if Israel c o n t in u e s to 
build settlements at foe pre- 
sent rate in two years’ time, 
when permanent status 
negotiations start, there will 
be no land to negotiate ab- 
out 

During the unlameuted 
British mandate over Pales- 
tine and after its termina- 
tion, die baric conflict be- 
tween the Palestinians and 
Jews and subsequently 
Israel revolved around two 
essential elements, namely: 
inhabitants and temtoty. 
Israel, in connivance with 
the world Jewry and the 
Western world, (mainly 
Britain and the USA), had 
succeeded by hook and 
crook to expel tbe Palesti- 
nians from their homeland, 
Palestine, in 1948. After the 
war of 1967 and the subse- 
quent occupation of the 
west Bank and tbe Gaza 
Strip, Israel expelled 
thousands of Palestinians 
from those territories in 
order to bring thousands of 
Jews from abroad to re- 
place the original inhabi- 
tants. For Jewish immigra- 
tion, Israel could not have 
been established. 

As regards territory, 
which is the second element 
in the co nfli ct betwe en foe 
Jews and the Palestinians, 
Israel considered foe lands 
and properties of the 
Palestinians, who were ex- 
pelled from Palestine, 
whether in 1948 or in 1967, 
as what Israel called 
“Absentee Property”. With 
this ruthless colonising 
mentality which has no pa- 
rallel in modem history, 
Israel took possession of 
tins prop ert y and confis- 
cated it few foe benefit of 
the state of Israel and some 
erf which were sold or hired 
to build settlements. When 
Israel occupied the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip it (fid 
likewise with the so-called 
“Abs e ntee Pro p erty” and 
fe ve rishly built th o u sa nds 
of sett lemen ts especially in 
Jerusalem and around it. 

It is, therefore, absolute- 
ly imperative that tbe Pales- 
tine National Authority 
(PNA) Stand firm vis-a-vis 
Israel on tiie question of 
settlements, even if tint is 
tikdy to stw the peace pro- 
cess. The PNA should re- 
fuse to proceed with tin 
peace process until Israel 
actually stops bmkfing or 
fattening settlements at the 
expense of Palestinian land 
as this is tiie core of the 


if he/sne knew they would enagp having to pay customs. 
duties oafror&rpit batik efet aq^poly acqujile months 
of using it? I can tell you rijtot jgcqj foat ifo one.-wpiildL it’s 
not like I come from Syria, Saudi Arabia or any other 
neighbouring c o un tr y arid can eaaly drive/ship it bad: 
home. 

I do understand die government’s concern about the cars 
that are already in the country; bat, why not impose these 
new regulations on incoming cars brought in from neigh- 
bouring countries? I am not being biased here bat I thmk 
that people from neighbouring countries can easfly take 
their cats back to their country in a matter of days and for 
JD 20-30 taaolme. This is not the case for me as I need 
almost $3,000 for shipping, insurance, etc. One might think 
of the fact tint sooner or later I trill be shippin g my. car 
back home,' bat why would I ship it bade now when my 
fiunfly and I are not ready to leave (Le. children in school, 
husband working) and my resident permit doesn’t even 
expire until October 1995? I wonder whether tbe Customs 
Department or anyone in charge has a solution? 

Tamara Stnmming-Slityab, 

Lrtrid. 

Let children live in 
a better world 


To the Editor 


ENCOURAGING, reas oning a nd exciting is the news that 
the world has been- able to adnew over die post SO years 
more than it has 'achieved over foe last two mflte nmms, 
a c co rdi ng .to tiie United Nation’s Fund CUNICEFs) 1995- 
State of foe World Onkhen’s Report (SWCR). Tbe report, 
launched smmJtaDeondy throughout the world, says fife 
expectancy at birth has increased from 4fl years to 60yeais, 
intent mortality lira dropped from 300 to lOtiper 1,000, live 
births, and children’s ngbts which have remained a taboo 
until recently, hove been recognised by mote' than 176 
countries worldwide. 

Yet, the wodd has a long way to go if it is to achieve the 
goals a ccepted by foe worl d leaders at the 1990 World 
Summit for Cfaddrea (W SC). The gpais'- cover .health, 
nutrition, edncationylimnan rights and water and samtn- 
tion-rdated areas. The report estimates that an additional 
am ount at $30-540 bflfion wffl be needed every y ear unti l 
tins year 2000 to meet these goals. The SWCR, UNICEF's 
yearly pubtication, arnges that the amount needed to 
achieve tbe 1990* goals for children foas much as foe world 
spends of golf ($40 bflfion), and less than half of what it 
spends on wine ($85 bfifionj:^ Tt alro represents one-tenth of 
the world’s spending on tobacco and one-twentieth of what 
it spends on armament/Therefore, the idea, that the world 
cannot afford tins additional amount is absurd and no 
longer acceptable. If the world is serious about translating 
its promises to children mto^ action, then it should be able 
to p rovid e tins a d di tional amount to ensure:a better world 
for its children- With the end of . the ttrtd war and 
ccta b tisfamcpt of peace in our region, part of tiie enormous 
amounts of money which were spent on arms of destruction 
cra now be redirected to investments b c u e fitlin g chfldrcu, 
mid betoiog them grow to their fell potential as productive' 
and active member; of society. ' 

Jala Azacdh, 

Amman.. ■ 


The Jordan Tones welcomes letters and antdbdtioasSrm 
its icadBtt cri any subject they wfeh to tactic. Letters 
intended tor publication, however, sbbedd contain tbe 
■ writer's fcif name and preferably address as wefl. Names 
can be withheld only upon request 1 and, tmdmr special 
c ir c umstan ces. Letters sot subject to editing. Tbe oestspapf? 
erisiKrticsponsibfciarthcTetamafm 2 uscdina i iu sc apts. 







King’s letter outlines priorities of govern 


(Cautioned from page 1) 

pie and helping themadrieve 
their national objectives and 
asked Sharif Zdd to continue 
to extend whatever assistance 
the country could extend to 
the Palestinians. 

The Kong reiterated his re- 
solve to continue to serve his 
rote as t be custodian of the 
holy shrines in Jerusalem in 
the name of die Muslim na- 
tion “through oar best abili- 
ties... until (Jerusalem's) sta- 
tus is addressed in a proper 
and acceptable manner.” 

Following is a Jordan 
Times translation of the 
King’s letter of designation to 
Shanf Zeid: 

Dear Brother Sharif Zdd Ben 
Shaker 

Peace be upon yew 

Z send you my affection and 
deep appreciation, coupled 
by deep confidence in your 
person and your loyalty and 
allegiance. You have always 
served as my companion even 
in darkest days ance we 
started the task of building 
the nation and laying the 
foundation for its progress as 
charted by the late King 
Abdullah Ben AJ Hussein. 

I have known you through- 
out the long journey as a 
young Hashemite with strong 
resolve as you served as 
co mmander- in-chief of the 
Armed Forces and you have 
been the right man on whom 
,one can depend whenever the 
nation required your services 
. to ishoukfcc. Jfce difficult re- 


I have entrusted you more 
than mice with the formation 
of a government in Jordan to 
help the country out of its 
crisis and your performance 
was exemplary, reflecting in- 
tegrity, sacrifice and efficien- 
cy. You have risen to die 
occasion every time, like any 
one of the Hashemite family 
serving your nation and your 
countrymen. 


die National Charter to en- 
sure equality among people • 
who are true and faithful to 
their forefathers in raising 
high the standards of the 
Great Arab Revolt and who 
offer refuge to all free and 
honourable people fleeing in- 
justice and oppression. 

Within this same context, 
the personnel of all our secur- 
ity apparatus who protect the . 
security of the citizen and the 
safety of the country and 
abort {dots by its enemies 
should also be provided with 
what they need to remain 
able, as we have always 
known them, to perform 
their sacred national duty in 
safeguarding stability and 
security, utihang the best and 
most 'modem techniques, and 
realising always that our peo- 
ple, to whom they belong and 
whom they protect, support 
th em and help them in car- 
rying out their duties towards 
this dear country. 

Some of the r e quirem ents 
of the new stage call us to 
review a lot of our {dans in 
various fields and to adopt 
planning methods based on 
well-studied scientific metho- 
dology, taking into consid- 
eration the needs of foe 
homeland and analysing the 
dimensions of the problems 
facing it, and offering solu- 
tions to than within our inde- 
pendent national abilities, 
capabilities and wflL 

Thus, the youth should be 
aided and their abilities 
should be organised and 
directed in a way bendStting 
foe country, through having 
organised and studied volun- 
tary works at the level of foe 
whole country. Directing the 
youth to vocational framing 
and respecting manual work 
is a national responsibility 
that we all should give our 
due care and concern in order 
to meet the needs of the 
Jordanian labour market of a 
growing trained Jordanian 
force that would be able to 


replace the expatriate force 
„ . , _ that has been browing in un- 

Now that foe country has, acceptable ratios, 
with God’s grace and with the There also should 


efforts of its people, over- 
come a very critical stage in 
its history during which it 
enhanced its steadfastness 
and democracy ami sought to 
regain its land and water 
rights. 

After all this has been 
accomplished, we find that? 
we are how* entering a new 
stage with new givens sfifif 
new requirements that de- 
mand mobilisation of all 
energies and efforts so that 
we can deal with what is 
ahead with vigilance and 
comprehension so as to com- 
plement the construction to 
consolidate social justice, en- 
hance the seme of tolerance 
and promote pluralism while 
we carry out drastic reform in 
economy, education and pub- 
lic administration. 

Based on all this and in the 
light of the resignation of 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majab, I would like to en- 
trust you with the formation 
of a new government, hoping 
it will overcome the difficul- 
ties of the present stage aided 
by whoever you select of 
efficient and promising per- 
sonalities to shoulder the 
heavy responsibilities and to 
confront the challenges of the 
coming stage with confidence 
and capability. 

.We reaffirm that foe gov- 
ernment should ensure the 
rule of the law as a priority 
and to protect security and 
ensure stability and to en- 
hance the democratic march 
within the framework of a 
strong pluralism and in an 
atmosphere of tolerance and 
integrity and to consolidate 
national unity 

At this stage, when we see 
people are obsessed by va- 
rious feelings of op timism or 
expecting drastic cha ng es in 
foeir lives in foe era of peace 
and as we witness some 
others discouraged as they 
are not convinced by peace 
and are acting towards its 
failur e against the will of this 
steadfast people who had 
offered so many sacrifices, 
our people are able to shoul- 
der their responsibilities and 
confident that they would 
achieve their objectives in a 
promising future, with God’s 




fc hope that the era of 
peace would bring with it 
farther stability, pow«jand 
construction and therefore 
we at tins stage require foe 
creation of the state of in- 
stitutions with fully mod- 


ernised adranristration with 
efficient personnel. 

We expert foe government 

to encourage the spirit of 
teamwork in every field and 
in spreading awareness 
among the members of the 
public about their rights and 
foeir duty, placing Jordan’s 
highest interests above all 
other considerations. 

Of course, aH this requires 
fog cwBuii t m eot to the Con- 
stitution and the principles of 


be 

awareness campaigns stres- 
sing the need to have the 
professional associations and 
unions working in their 
fields, keeping in mind their 
baric duties and raison d’etre 
to improve the performance 
.-of their members. This work 
by foe associations '-wffl-.be: 
--met by the country’s grati- 
tude to improving professions 
and to the job opportunities 
they provide to foeir mem- 
bers instead of remain in g 
«tan<kriH and repeating poli- 
tical cliches and indulging in 
work the associations were 
not originally e s tabl ish e d to 
.do and which they have no 
reasons to deal with. 

In tiie fields of ed u cation, 
culture and information, we 
stress the need to improve 
the level of education to the 
best humanitarian conditions 
and to care for national 
education winch should teach 
our sons and daughters love 
rather than fear, to have 
creative thinking rather than 
be mere recipients of in- 
formation, to bolster feelings 
of belonging rather than be 
followers and which teach 
tolerance rather than fanatic- 
ism. 

Our universities in which 
we take pride should also be 
centres promoting freedom 
of thinking, expression and 
dialogue, centres for creative 
scientific research through 
which Jordanians would en- 
rich the human achievements 
in science, research and 
knowledge. Our universities 
need support to be able to 
rise to a distinguished level 
based on quality of high per- 
formance and not on achieve- 
ments based on quantities, 
which in a lot of cases lack 
deepness and clarity of vi- 
rion. 

Care of AI al Bait Uni- 
versity should be in the fore- 
front of your government’s 
concerns so as to become, 
God willing, the centre of 
light we always wanted for 
the conte mp or ar y Islamic poli- 
cy in which the best of foe 
nation's scientists, scholars, 
researchers and students par- 
ticipate. 

Regarding culture, the 
guarantee of the freedom of 
the intellectual enables him/ 
her to be creative and able to 
express the thoughts and feel- 
ings of the people. Therefore 
supporting our cultural m- 
stjjtutions and prowling the 
means of an honest living and 
continued care to foe creative 
intellectuals is something we 
ask you to taka into consid- 
eration. 

In addition, encouraging 
to foe world and 
and intellectual 
development in itjtre basic 
requirements for the 
of a dist in g u ished T " 
cultural movement. 

Hie mass media which car- 
ry foe image of the new Jor- 
dan Simula express the sp irit 
of this country, the ma rch o f 
its oeonle ana its democratic 


dimate as it presents to the 
nation an example of the best 
images of the relationship be- 
tween freedom, conscious- 
ness and the defence of foe 
nation’s interests. Thus, re- 
considering and reevaluating 
the performance of our 
media institutions is the first 
step on the way to building 
the modern Jordanian in- 
formation institution that is 
able to convey the message of 
this country through a free 
{Hess attractive by its credi- 
bility and balanced reporting 
the best of the nation’s wri- 
ters and opening satellite* 
radio and television channels 
to every pure voice believing 
in the nwssige of the nation 
and its future, and enhancing 
relations between Jordanian 
expatriates and their home- 
land and families and con- 
veying to them the role of 
these (fear sons and daugh- 
ters around the world, raising 
the country’s name every- 
where. 

CoiMenung foe Jordanian 
press, it requires that a select 
group of experts review leg- 
islation to ensure its con- 
tinuous development towards 
a distinguished level, express- 
ing the spirit and values of 
foe coun try and keeping 
away from instigation and de- 

couformmg to foe*va!ues* and 
national identity of this peo- 
ple. 

As we are keen to protect 
the freedom of speec h , we at 
the same time affirm our 
rejection to any trying to 
harm our democratic march 
by using this tolerant free- 
dom and by creeping to foe 
ranks of our national march 
for one purpose or another, 
others who har- 
ill-fieefings towards this 
country. 

Some of them were dear in 
their determination to distort 
tiie image of the country and 
to continue to undermine its 
credibility at all levels, contri- 
buting to the decline in the 
quality of printed materials to 
a level which we fear would, 
if it continues, create reac- 
tions that would harm the. 
freedom of the speech and 
expr es si on which we are keen 
to protect. The loss of this 
and that in this lea of de- 
terioration, in case it occurs, 
God forbid, would not be 
repre sen ting our people and 
would have no relation to us 
at all. 

The areas of reform re- 
quired at this stage indude: 
work towards completing the 
infrastructure and its mod- 
ernisation, finalising legisla- 
tions for foe protection erf foe 
environment, planning for in- 
dustry and tourism and orga- 
nising foeir needs for de- 
velopment along modern 
bases and these should be 
accomplished as soon as 
possible. 

All the aforementioned 
questions take into consid- 
eration also issues that ac- 
quire absolute importance at 
foe foremost of which ties foe 
task of confronting and deal- 
ing with unemployment and 
poverty. 

This would require the 
most strenuous efforts within 
the framework of compre- 
hensive development in eco- 
nomy, investment, and admi- 
nistrative reform and also in 
creating foe dimate fra foe 
private sector to play its 
national role in conjunction 
with the public sector in in- 
dustry and in agriculture as 
well as other fields. 

There is urgent need to 
deal with the re quir eme n ts of 
the Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
with a view to consolktating 
its fleet of aircraft and mod- 
ernising it so that the national 
airline carry out its mis- 
sion and retain its mission of 
linking Jordan with the rest 
of the world serving as 
ambassador of Jordan to the 
other nations of the world. 

Providing health care to 
the largest sector of the pub- 
lic, supporting the (institu- 
tions) which provide assist- 
ance to the needy families, 
expanding the umbrella of 
social security, giving due 
attention to agriculture in the 
light of the restored Jorda- 
nian rights in land and water, 
and constructing dams and 
the best and most efficient 
otihsation of water resources 
are part of the new govern- 
ment’s responsibilities which 
we hope would be carried out 
so that the country can best 
benefit from them as a whole. 

Ompreheusive reform re- 
quires distinguished qualified 
and loyal people who are 
frilly aware of foe require- 
ments of the present stage, 
people who are fully hottest 
and have integrity which 
would not allow for deviation 
or tampering with or abusing 
erf public positions at the ex- 
pense of public interests and 


mg or overnight It requires 
time, effort and persever- 
ance, patience. It also re- 
quires security, stability and 
constructive work with a 
char vision and with confi- 
dence that we are cert ain to 
again our objectives. 

For tins to be achieved we 
mwt Tfatffii m that this na- 
tion, which God 1ms blessed 
with the capacity of patience 
and steadfastness enjoying 
ultimate leadership, revolu- 
tion and history and accom- 
plishments, requires from ail 
of us to contribute — eac h 
from his or her own position 
— with all our might to re- 
build and defend it and its 
image and name with the 
same spirit with which our 
brave soldiers are defending 
it along the border, protect- 
ing its security and stability. 

We want tins c oun tr y ’s in- 
formation well defended and 
its voice carried to all parts of 
tiie world in the purest and 
most beautiful form, reflect- 
ing the country’s Arab and 
tolerant Muslim nature. This 
country deserves a great deal 
to be talked about as it car- 
ries a noble mission and car- 
ries out a duty for the whole 
nation. 

We hope that in the com-, 
mg few years we will at t ai n 
the complete image of a state 
of institutions and a state 
ruled by law with their rela- 
tions governed by the provi- 
sions of the Constitution in 
such a balance that would not 
allow one institution to have 
the upper hand over the 
other or infringe upon its 
rights. 

Therefore we would like to 
reaffirm the need to lay the 
foundation erf diatogoe and in 
a ffitnatft that allows each 
party to air its views with 
freedom ami honesty. 

The executive authority 
should handle matters related 
to the country’s needs with 
developed vision and with 
efficiency that should not be 
impeded by bureaucracy and 
a country where Parliament 
can play its role monitoring 

government performance and 
legislation, and we want foe 
Judicial authority to retain its 
independence which must be 
sup p o rted with all means so 
that it can carry out its re- 
sponsibilities. 

We thank God for every- 
thing that has been adrieved 
for this country through .the 
hdp-oL its citizens and we 
thank God for die bright 
image Jordan has before the 
world. We could not have 
achieved all this without the 
continued and relentless 
efforts of the Jordanian 
citizens — both the migrants 
and foe supporters. This 
country has always been 
offering foe greatest sacrifi- 
ces to its nation and honour- 
ing its commitments despite 
its meagre resources and 
small size. 

After the biggest Arab sis- 
ter country has chosen the 
path erf peace and after we 
have chosen ours in a general 
congress, we have moved 
form starting from the same 
point together towards the 
path of peace, following 
others who benefited from 
this country's umbrella and 
offering ofoers all services 
■flowing them the right to 
choose foeir own way to- 
wards peace. 

This country had all the 
right and duty to move to- 
wards peace with raised 
heads and determination and 
with a dear vision to arrive at 
peace which it wdfl re ma in 
committed to maintain and 
respect in word and 
allowing Jordanians to 
a prosperous future. 

Peace which has returned 
to this country restored Jor- 
dan’s sovereignty over its 
land and water. It was a 
peace blessed by God be- 
cause we wanted to attain 
just, honorable and compre- 
hensive peace, and regain fra 
the coming generations their 
rights after deca des of sacri- 
fices and sufferings. 

We hope that the whole 
region would reach a' just, 
lasting and comprehensive 
peace which achieves security 
to its peoples and enables our 
people to continue their 
marrii on solid foundations 
under the guidance of the 
principles and values they are 
still defending. We also hope 
this peace would enhance the 
people’s confidence in them- 
selves to be able to counter 
everyone who does not want 
this country to remain a glow- 


Arab star and to continue 
on foe Arab neoule to 
begin - the new 
free, s e c u re and _ 

We like to stress here that 
we sock to strengthen foe 
foundations of peace and to 
make our new and existing 
international relations 
steered in a conscious mao' 
ner within our best capabili- 
ties and abilities towards 
achieving a comprehensive 
and just peace serving the 
best of all peoples. 

Our keenness in oar na- 
tion, its freedom, resources, 
future and indepen dence is 
something we have cormnit- 
ted ourselves to in our histor- 
ic march. We have partici- 
pated in its battles against its 
enemies and sought to mend 
fences among Arab co untri es 
whenever there were disputes 

mid we always were advo- 
cates of unity , solidarity and 
integration among the 
brethren, seeking to pat aside 
differences and disunity 
among them with open hearts 
full of love and affection, 
without any signs of weak- 


Sharif Zdd to announce cab^ 


turn. 

Our efforts to resolve Arab 
d iffer ences within the context 
of the one Arab home have 
beda incessant. For many 
times, we have warned of the 
danger of seditions which 
emerged in various forms and 
which made many parts of 
the Arab World fall victim to 
hunger, fighting and siege 
and undermined it in foe face 
of challenges and difficulties. 

Our nation is a living one 
that is able to rise. Its new 
resurrection should start We 
in Jordan seek to be in the 
front of those calling for its 
freedom and working to plan 
fra future generations, de- 
tached from fear, hanger, 
fanaticism, and d ominati on 
by othera. 

What we would like to 
focus on at this stage, again, 
is foe issue erf Jordan’s status 
in tite world and foe need to 
sofiefity it, enhance relations 
with other world countries 
and nations in a way serving 
the goals of these relations 
-and achieving the best rela- 
tions of cooperation with 
them on foe basis of mutual 
respect, to serve the interests 
of tiie country, preserve the 
interests of the nation and to 
defend righteousness and 
principles, and fops conse- 
quently consolida^p Jordan’s, 
states. Ale and presence in 
foe new humanitarian scene. 

Our national hisuxy was 
and is still is a chain of related 
finks of defending of foe 
rights of foe nation, namely 
the right of the P alestinian 
people to regain its rights 
which we hope its leadership, 
which has shouldered the re- 
sponsibility of representing it 
with the unanimous blessing 
of foe Arabs, will achieve. 
Here, we stress our keenness 
to support foe Palestinian 
people and to continue to 
extend care to the nation's 
holy sites in Holy Jerusalem 
through our best abilities to 
protect tins trust in the name 
of tiie nation until its status is 
addressed in a proper ami 
acceptable manner. 

As we hope the next gov- 
ernment would seek to 
achieve what was mentioned 


(C ontinued from page 1) 

we believe we conld. accept, 
ft would sot be acceptable 
that onr participation be res- 
tricted to portfolios that do 
not correspond to the size 
and weight of the front,” a 
leading IAF deputy told the 
Jordan Times. 

As consultations were over 
with most parliamentary 
blocs by Saturday evening,' 
sources said that tiie ls- 
member National Action 

Front could be represented in 

the new Cabinet by three 
deputies, foe 10-member 
Jordanian National Front by' 
the, foe. 10 -member National 
Democratic Coaifitiop by up 
to five in addition to indepen- 
dent lawmakers. 

But sources said tha t some 
pr u fi amgrifinTam were trying 

to exert pressure to get more 
members of their blocs on 
Siarif Zeid’s team, which is 
expected to include up to 14 
lawmakers. 

The National Action Front 
m em bers who are expected 
to be in the new cabinet are 
deputies Abdul Hadi Al Ma- 
jan (Karak), Rateb AI Sand 
(Tafilebj and Tawfiq 

Representatives of foe 
Jordanian National Bloc are 
expected to be the group’s 
president, Jamal Al 
Khretshefa (central bedouins) 
and Mohammad Njadat 
(southern bedouins). Do-, 
paries Samir Kawar (Balqa), 
Saleh Irsheidat (Irbidj, 
Mnoeer Souber (Amman), 
Aref Batameh (Iibid) arid 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
(Aqaba) are expected to be 
foe representatives of the 
National Democratic Coali- 
tion in the new ca b inet. 

The independent deputies 
tipped to be in tite cabtent are 


AH Abul Al Ragbfb {***£ ': 


„ recej; 

man), Samir. Habaalmeh r FoxuidagO’ 
mk),^?wad Khleifat: foe portf^ 0 
’an) Abdul RanmAi.. vetoproen*' .. ^at - 
: spaces s* 0 . e o utg 0 . ,: .“ 

ministers. cxpcc^J" 



I 

(Mafraq) 

(Karak)- 


nwntiflie mi the • retain tbeff P®^ o ri2ti0 n -' sw&r.*'-'* 
Kawar 

Saleh InfoddfJ Bat**-: SP?,-----. 


hictant to speculate on.tfae 
portfolios foe posable mims* 
ten are expected to boW due 
to possible last-nunnte 
changes, they said th at tw o 

d^TfaTt^key foreign 
affairs portfolio. 

They g rid that it was not 
decided by Saturday evening 
whether foe portfolio win go 
U> tiie Kmqds political adviser 
Marwan Al Qassem or prom-, 
inent Deputy Kabariti, who 
heads the Lower House’s 
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heads tne Lower * . am aooui. "rreislia- 

Foreign Affairs Committee JaH and Jam* 1 ♦TTocssit’-' 
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and who played an in- 
strumental role m the passage 
of the Oct. 26 peace treaty 
with Israel through Parlia- 
ment. 

The sources expected Shar- 
if ZekTs consultations with 
lawmakers to end in a satis- 
factory manner, tons guaran- 
teeing the new cabinet a 
wider parliamentary base 
tha n that of its predecessor. 

In a telephone conversar 
turn on Thursday, House 
Speaker Saad Hayel Stout 
said, the prime minister 
riwawiaite had made dear to 
him '(us willingness to develop 
relations with the House ana 
nnwnfaifi consultations with 
its members. ' 

Meanwhile, unconfirmed 
reports said that Sharif Zeid’s 
-cabinet could include two 
women; Rima Khalaf , minis- 
ter of industry and trade in 
the outgoing- government, is 
to be moved to the 
of . P lanning, and 
Salwa Damea-Masri, a senior 


TaherHUanat»-r e th , 
candidate to , aSS J? 4r . Te. 
Ministry of Justice a - 
does not join J> e 
cabinet. . n:ir r. 

oil Sharif Zeid’s team 
receive: 

AHAbulRagbeM^^ 
and trade), A^^S^- 
Kabariti (foreign affair - 
information), A wad 
(youth), Samir Habasfcwu 
(agriculture), Jamal Saraire^ 
or Mohammad Adoub A- 
Zaben (post and comB*®?®' 
turns), Ibrahim Izzeddine 
(prime ministry affairs an-, 
administrative Teform). 

KhawilCaraki (deputy pnm~ 

minister and another port- 
fbfio) rad Ahmad Holayye 
(Awqaf). 

There was no information 
on the portfolios that Kamel 
Al Ajframi, Muneer Soobei 

and M ohamma d Abo Oleini 

would receive if they join 
Sharif ZetiFT cabinet 
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PLO in Labour win 


row 


(Contemcd from page 1) . 
with the FLO, dismissed the 
report as “rubbish and 
nonesense.” 

Talk of such coordination 
was “the product of an ill- 
intentioned imagination,” he 
sakL 

The radio said Mr. Sneh, 
sp eaking Ah' Mr. Rabin, had - 
told the PLO that in return 
for his help the Labour Party 
was “realty to discuss every- 
thing concerning the Palesti- 
nian question;** 

•• Mr. Arafat and Mr. Abbas . 
replied that “we have re- 
ceived all your messages and 
will do everything to bdp you. 
in tiie elections/ 1 tiie radio 
said. 

The radio added that the 
secret contacts had been led 
for tite Pales tinians by Said 
Kanaan, a Nablus business- 
man and head of a' large 
research centre. 

They said he had con- 
firmed the information saying 
“everything in Abu Mazen’s 
book is.true.” 

Israel, under Mr. Rabin, 
signed a historic peace accord 




with the FLO in September 
15)93. Abu-Mazen was one erf 
foe architects of the .agree- 
ment on Palestinian self-nile . 

“The e n t i re story of coor- 
dination between us and the 
FLO is afie^Mr. Such told 
Israel Radio, referrin g to the 
reported contacts in 1992. 
“(Rabin) did not send me to 
coordinate anything with the 
PLO.” 

He said be had met Mr. 


Israeli elections.” 

Dr. Tflri told the news con- 
ference. m . East Jerusalem 
that references to the Sneh- 
Kanaan meeting were in- 
serted in foe boric by one of 
Abu Mafen’s aides without 
the anthor’s knowledge. 

Israel Radio reported that 
Abu Mazen was currently in 
Cairo and unavailable for im- 
mediate co mment 

In Palestinian-tided Gaza, 


Kanaafr, at lvfr^Karii&n’s re^ - -Mr- At^^^qjokesman de- 


• inPfo£ 

elections 'but the talks? 
had not been important. . 

Mr. Rabin’s office and 
several Labour minsters said 
they stood behind Mr. Sneh’s 
account. 

" Mr. Kanaan, in a tele- 
phone interview with Ren- 
ters, said he and Mr. Sneh 
had not spoken about inter- 
nal Israeli politics- 
“We (fisenssed die best 
ways to support the negotia- 
tions in Washington,” Mr. 
Kanaan said. “We did -not 
touch on any other subjerts^' 
especially those dealing with 


with 

rfsbtor: 

*Tt is a false 'accusation, 
Neither tiie FLO nor the 
Palestinian Authority have 
participated in any way 
against or with any of foe 
Israeli political parties in foe 
elections orin anyother mat- 
ter,” Maxwan Kwiafeni said. 

Another Mr: ATafat 
spokesman, Nabil Abu 
Rudeina, accusa l Israeli 
radio of “d is t o rt in g” Abu 
Mazen’s words. 

“Abu Mazen’s chary has 
been badly interpreted and 
what has been published is 
false,” Aba Rudeina said. 
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Russian general killed in Grozny 


in tins letter in a dear vision 
and with well-studied plans, 
specified timetables, and sin- 
cere Jordanian • determina- 
tion, we wish you and your 
colleagues the best of luck in 
your endeavour, hoping that 
your efforts will be crowned 
with success, and waiting to 
receive the names of your 
kind colleagues who will 
shoulder these national and 
pan- Arab responsibilities 
with you. 

. You wifl find me with yon 
and with this Jordanian peo- 
ple for wham I lived and will 
live as long as God would 
want me in this fife, working 
tn strengthening its stalwart 
structure and serving its best 
interests, glory, pride, stabil- 
ity, security, peace, progress 
and prosperity, having tins 
duty as the ultimate trust, 
commitment and honour, ris- 
ing with all of it, feeting 
proud of my belonging to the 
family of God’s prophet, may 
peace be upon him, and to 
the people of the dear Jor- 
dan, tiie country of my birth. 
The honour of belonging to 
them will be a source of pride 
forme as long as I fore. I seek 
nothing in this world but 
God's blessing and satisfac- 
tion. 


(C ontin u ed from page 1) 
Olga, 28, oat of hundreds 
who braved icy weather to 
celebrate in central Moscow. 
The former Soviet authorities 
had long frowned on Christ- 
mas festivities. 

Some Russians back the 


the reconstruc- 
tion process which we have 
announced and the change 
which we require can never 
be achieved by wishful think- 


Iraq hails close ties with Paris 


(Continued from page 1) 


follow France’s example and 
recognise Baghdad’s prog- 
ress. 

Bid France’s d erision w as 
rikmi cc a ri in Washington by 
State Department spokes- 
woman C h r is t in e Sbeuy who 
said, “now is not tiie fame to 
make {pastures toward Iraq.” 
(see page 2). 


Kuwait rejects offer 

Kuwair has rejecte d Bagh- 
dad’s offer to swap two jailed 
Kuwaitis for Iraqis sentenced 
to death in the emirate for 
frying to kffi former U.S. 
President George Bush, a 
newspaper sakl on Saturday. 


Mr. Yeltsin aright not be in 
total- control of his military 
machine, urged the Russian 
leader to enforce his will over 
the army. - 

“We see people suffering, 
dvflians, .women and chil- 
dren, we see victims among 
official fine that troops were foe rokfiOT ami regard it all 
sent into Grozny to wipe out 

“bandit groups,” but most. _ Kbfo tridBerim’s lOOtiratfio 

seem shocked by fighting . ... j. - 

which has killed faundreribof *£*■•.* 

like that, must have lost aA - 

their human emotions.” . 

Bonn and other Western 
capitals have been guarded in 
foeir mm fc mi M rt m n of Rn&- 
sin's campaign to suppress 
tire Chechens’ three-year bid 
for auto n omy. 

But on Saturday, Danish 
Defence Minister Hans 
Haekkengi said his govern- 
ment had suspended a de- 
fence co-operation pact with 
Russia beranse of the attack. 

Denmark has already 
voiced support for an initia- 
tive by European Union 
I External Affairs Com- 
ioner Hans van den 
Broek to suspend talks on an 
interim EU trade ami part- 
nership accord, 

In foe Egyptian .capital 
Cairo, U.sTEtefence Secret- 


ly Russians questioned 
by Reuters on Saturday were 
particularly upset at Mr. 
Yeltszn’s rejection of a plea 
by his human rig hts commis- 
sioner Sergei Kovalyov to de- 
clare a ceasefire in time fra 
Christmas. 

“I have two sons who are 
foie to do their militaxy .sex- . 
vice. What if they get sent to 
Chechenya7” cried Gali n a, a 
woman in her fifties. 

Mr. Yeltsin himself made 
no direct .-mention of 
Cbecfaenya in the Christmas 

message he delivered at a ball 

in the Kremlin, ITAR-TASS 
news agency raid on Satur- 

brilliant day has 
been observed in the world 
from time immemorial and . 
old Russia celebrated it fes- 
tively and on a large scale. It 
is being revived now, as is our 
homeland, great mid much- 
suffering Russia,” it quoted 
Mr. Yeltsin as saying. 

German Chancellor - Hel- 
mut Kohl, branding; the 
bloodshed in Chechenya 
“complete madness,” led a 
growing Western chorus of 
concern at Moscow's attempt 
to crash Chechen separatism. 

Dr. Kohl appealed to Pres- 
ident Yetoin; to sflence the 
guns and seek -a nego t ia t ed 

pMM. 

Mr. Kohl's foreig n minis- 
ter, Klaus KnkeM&admgtD 
speculation in some Western 
capftafcLa&d in Moscow' that 



President Hosni 
i barak had both expres sed 
concern dyer the footing. 

“Both tin president and I 
expressed eoncero about foe 
instability that is > being 
caused by foe fighting in 
Chechenya and by foe levels 
of civilian casualties... 
there,” he said. 

U.S. President Bin din- 
ton, who had kept a; low 
profile since Moscow poured 


dreds of* tanks into 
Chechenya, finally inter- 
ceded on Friday and urged 
Mr. Yehsrain a lettertoseek 
a negotiated settlement- -= 
Bote the Netherlands anti 


France condemned Russia’s 
campaign 00 Friday and Brit- 
ish Foreign Ministry Douglas 
Hurd said be had sent a 
message to Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev ex- 
pressing his deep concern. 

Western diplomats have 
warned that the bloody 
on the Chechen capit- 
al could have incalculable 
consequences for foe foture 
of democracy and for Mos- 
cow’s economic refoms. 

Libya has called, for an 
emergency meeting of irfa- 
mic foreign, ministers cat the 
conflict ragmg m Chechenya. 

Libya made its request to 
foe Organisation of me Isla- 
mic Conference (OIC) at the 
beghmmg of the week and it 
has- been .passed to the 51 
other members of the pan- 
Islamk group. 

So far they have not given 
their response, diplomats 
dose to tiie OIC in its Jeddah 
headquarters said. 

Under the OICs rules, 
twp4hirds of the membership 
has to agree to hold- an 
emergency meeting. . . . . 

.At the end of December 
OIC Secretary General 
Hamed Algabid called for a 


nqunced the “blind and indis- 
criminate ure of yreapons on 
civilian targets.” 

Though foe' death of the 
Russian general and the 
' wounding of the two officers 
represented a snccess for the 
Chechen rebels, who have so 
far damned foe flvfas of 256 

- Russians according to Mos- 

cow, .foe mood m Grozny 
appeared to be .changing 
Saturday.. V . . . ' 8 

TW’ remorseless Russia 

- artillery '..barrage directed 
against tbc; centre of foe dh, 
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Self states may emulate 
Saudi budget cut— economists 


U.S. sees worsening trade deficit this year 


iw^JT (R) ■ — Other Golf 

Arabia’s plann«J cats m gov- 
ernment spending and in - 
arrases Ln petrol pnces m 
199 ^ an economies consul- 
ar/ said Saturday. 

“These measures may en- 
coasasB other Gulf states to 
-cllow suit, as it is customary 
these sates to mutate or 
each other in policy 
2i«> the Al Shall Col 
suitanc-' said in a weekly mar- 
;:s: report. 

The aonseliaacy, hearted 
o-' DarliameDt^ry economics 
Jassesc Al Saadoon, 
» c" the measures a positive 

J " •v.Ic’st Gulf states have 
shn-usd adopting such mea- 
sure... i: is well known that 

--e subsidy level for these 


jobless rate 
rambles 
to 5.4% 

7/ASH2NOTON (R) — The 
U.S. unemployment rate un- 
expectedly tumbled to 5.4 per 
cent ic December, its lowest 
jgvel in 4Vz yeans, as 1994 
ended with the largest mm - 
her o: new jobs generated in 
z decade, tbs Labour Depart- 
me.it said Friday. 

I: said the jobless'rate fell 
to 5.4 per cent last month 
£rom 5.6 per cent in Novem- 
ber. A total ox' 256,000 jobs 
were created outside the farm 
sector last month after a rc- 
■.■ised jump of 488,000 in 

November. 

The December jobless rate 
was the lowest since 5.4 per 
ass: in July 2990. The unem- 
ploymeat rate has fallen 1.3 
oereeaare points since the 
ssr. of 1954. 

The November rise in 
payroll jobs was the biggest 
since October 1987, when 
550,000 jobs were created. 
The November rise previous- 
ly was reported as 350,000. 

’ Toe department said a tot- 
al of 3.5 minion jobs were 
creared outside the farm sec- 
tor in 1994, the biggest yearly 
increase since a jump of 3.9 

million in 1984. 

New jobs were added last 
month in manufacturing and 
at bars and restaurants and a 
variety of other establish- 
ments. 

v/agas rose a moderate 0.3 
per cent ic December, a 
farther sign that inflation 
nressoras remain in check. 

The report adds to evi- 
dence the economy ended 
1994 with a a burst of 
strength. But economists ex- 
pect growth will slow in the 
firs! quarter of 1995 as the six 
interest-rate hikes en- 
gineered by the Federal Re- 
serve (Fed) last year take 
hold. 

economists expect the Fed 
will vote to boost rates again 
when its policy arm meets at 
•je end of January in a bid to 
slew the economy. 


services is substantial and 
leads to c on s ump tion waste 
that has rendered some Gulf 
states unable to undertake 
investments adequate to 
meet increasing consump- 
tion” it said. 

The Saudi budget 
announced last week eats 
spending by 10 billion riyals 
($2.7 billion) to 150 trillion 
($40 trillion) and raises in- 
come by 15 bfltton ($4 billion) 
to 135 biffion ($36 bfltton). 

Economists and diplomats 
have said that although the 
spending cut was smaller than 
the 20 per cent budgeted in 
1994, the overall impact was 
to more than halve the 
budget deficit 

Kuwaiti newspapers have 
said the emirate is likely to 
emulate Saadi's example and 


increase charges on public 
services m help curb its own 
budget gap, equivalent to a 
quarter of gross domestic 
product 

Kuwait’s 1994/95 budget 
entailed a trig rise of 20 per 
cent in the deficit but 
attempts to curb costs by provid- 
ing for higher service charges 
on industry. 

The net shortfall is pro- 
jected at 1-502 billion dinars 
($5 b3Ebn), a 23 percent rise 
on the originally projected 
1993/94 net deficit of 1.223 
biffion ($4.1 biffion). 

Golf war-related expenses,, 
mdudiiig repairing damaged 
oOfields, cost Kuwait tens of 
billions of dollars and more 
than halved its once large 
foreign invest m en t empire. 


WASHINGTON (R)— The 
overall U.S. trade deficit is 
likely to worsen farther this 
year as America’s voracious 
appetite for imports remains 
strong, the . U.S. Treasury 
Department has said. 

“We expect the U.S. trade 
and cur r en t account deficit to 
continue to widen in 1995, 
albeit at adedimng rate,” the 
treasury said in its semi- 
annual repot to Congress on 
international econ om ic poli- 
cy. 

The U.S. current account 
deficit — which measures 
trade in goods as well as 
services sudi as banking — 
widened to $90.48 billion in 
the first 10 months of this year 
from $63.67 billion in the like 
1993 period. 

Besides forecasting a big- 
ger U.S. trade deficit in 1995, 
die Treasury Department re- 
port painted a mostly upbeat 


picture of the global econo- 
mic outlook, with strong 
growth and modest inflation. 

The report also absolved 
Cbma of asmg its currency to 
gain an unfair adv antage for 
its goods on world markets, 
saying that Beijing had made 
“major strides” in r e formi n g 
its foreign exchange rate sys- 
tem over the past year. Bid it 
aisn made dear that 
needed to do more to fiberal- 
jse its currency m a rket. 

At the same time, the re- 
port em phasised 
the U.S. authorities backed a 
strong dollar, saying it would 
help keep inflati on low and 
s up p o r t confidence in finan- 
cial markets. 

“The administration sup- 
ports a strong dollar,” the 
Treasury said in the closely 
watched report. 

The dollar has lost ground 
over the past year, although 


over the part two months it 
has shown signs of rt a h t fam g, 
thanks partly to doflar buying 
and repeated i n t e rest rate in- 
creases by the United States. 

But it remains vulnerable 
to sporadic attacks, taking a 
temporary dip before re- 
covering somewhat, for inst- 
ance, because of the finan- 
cial eriris in Morico. 

The Treasury painted an 


fas year for the economies of 
the Group of Seven — Bri- 
tain, rbwinda, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Japan and die 
United States. 

“The U.S. position is 
shared generally among the 
Group of Seven anthoriftes, 
who agree tbat^in prevaflmg 
econ omi c conditions, a de- 
dme of foe doflar is neither 
justified nor desirable,” die 
report said. 

Global recovery is now 


China orders nationwide anti-piracy boycott 


BEIJING (R) — Beijing 
has ordered a nation- 
al boycott of pirated goods, 
intensifying a campaign in an 
attempt to avert a potentially 
disastrous trade war with 
Washington over theft of in- 
tellectual property in China. 

China also will amend its 
three-year-old copyright law 
’in 1995 to “adapt (it) to the 
changing situation,” the offi- 
cial Xinhua news agency 
quoted a state copyright 
administration spokesman as 
saying. 

The “changing situation” 
appeared to be a codeword 
for what Washington alleges 
is the proliferating piracy of 
copyrights, patents and 
trademarks by Chinese firms 
— many of them government 
owned and operated. 

“The (copyright law) 
amendment will bring coor- 
dination between protecting 
owners of foreign copyrights 
and their Chinese counter- 
parts, and will serve to pro- 


tect some new rights,” 
Xinhua said without giving 
details. 

Piracy is central to a 
deepening rift between Beij- 
ing and Washington, which 
on Dec. 31 threatened to 
punish China with stiff tariffs 
on $2.8 billion worth of its 
exports from Feb. 4 unless it 
acts to address U.S. con- 
cerns. 

China pledged tit-for-tat 
sanctions against U.S. goods 
if the U.S. tariffs are im- 
posed, raisng the spectre of a 
Pacific trade war that would 
damage both countries, Hong 
Kong and other interdepen- 
dent economies. 

U.S. negotiators last 
month broke off talks aimed 
at ending the crisis, saying 
China had made no serious 
offers. New talks are ex- 
pected before the February 
deadline. 

With the talks on hold, the 
state-run media have 
mounted a broad publicity 


campaign to defend China’s 
position — that it has made 
rapid progress against piracy 
but cannot be expected to 
wipe out the scourge over- 
night. 

But the state copyright 
administration went a step 
further in calling for a nation- 
wide boycott of businesses 
“suspected of engaging in 
piracy,” acknowledging the 
government’s failure to edu- 
cate the public about intellec- 
tual property rights. 

“China has established an 
advanced copyright protec- 
tion system, but ordinary 
people are still lacking in 
copyright awareness,” allow- 
ing pirates to thrive, the 
spokesman said. 

“More and more people 
mil see the long-term be- 
nefits as they become aware 
of the fact that it is (China) 
and they themselves who will 
suffer the effects of piracy in 
tile end,” he said. 

Washington has de- 


nounced Beijing’s failure to 
dose 29 Sou til China plants, 
some state-owned, that have 
been presang 75 million pi- 
rated compact discs a year, 
largely for export. 

China countered Wednes- 
day that it had seized 1.58 
million pirated books and 23. 
million bootleg CDs* last 
year. 

The official legal daily said 
Wednesday that authorities 
had closed a Beijing book- 
store for “rectification” after 
finding that it had pirated 
tens of thousands of copies of 
Hong Kong pobttsbed works. 

The boycott campaign will 
urge citizens to report sus- 
pected copyright pirates 
pro m ptly to die authorities. 

They will not have to look 
far. Pirated CDs, books, 
comparer software, 
videotapes can be found 
readily at stree t stalls and 
even in state stops in most 
major Chinese cities. 


Indonesia’s budget praised amid fears of inflation 


JAKARTA (R) — Econom- 
ists have prosed Indone- 
sia’s budget, handed down 
Thursday, for its caution but 
warned of higter inflation 
following wage increases for 
dvS servants and workers. 

They said the go vernm ent 
was right to shift the burden 
of development to the private 
sector wide trying to spread 
expenditures more evenly 
across infr a s tru c tu re pro- 
jects, education and irriga- 
tion. 

The budget is for the finan- 
cial year from this April 1 to 
March 31, 1996. 

“It is a very tight budget. 
There is no change in real 
terms,” Anwar Nasution, an 
economics lecturer at the 
University of Indonesia tokl 
Renters. 

But eco n omists voiced fear 
inflation pressure would in- 
crease after the g o v er nm ent 
announced a 10 per cent rise 
in dvil servants' salaries after 
an earlier announcement to 
raise minimum w age s for 


workers by up to 35 per cent 

They also queried a state- 
ment by coordinating minis- 
ter for the economy Saleh 
Afiff that the government 
was aiming for six per cent 
inflation in 1995. 

“Hus is wishful thinking. 
Already there are inflation- 
ary pressures m the private 
sector with new minimum 
wage rises. (The figure) could 
pass double digits,” said 
Christianto Wibisooo, direc- 
tor of the Indonesia Business 
Data Centre. 

President Suharto deli- 
vered the 1995-96 budget 
Thursday against a backdrop 
of foreign debt that conk! 
reach $100 billion by March, 
1996, a projected wider 
current-account deficit and 
threats of overheating in an 
economy burdened with red- 
tape. 

He said the 1995/96 draft 
budget, balanced by law, 
totalled 78 trillion rupiah 
($35.62 billion), a pro j ected 
11.9 per cent rise from 1994/ 


95 when the increase was the 
same. 

Mr. Nasution <aid infla- 
tion, winch has been hover- 
ing around 10 per cent during 
the past two calendar years, 
could hurt Indonesia's inter- 
national competitiveness at a- 
time when the country 
needed' solid export 'growtb 
to help service its huge fore- 
ign debt. 

“The danger here is that 
because our neighbours have 
lower inflation it t here fore 

said. 

President Suharto said 
1994 inflation was 9-24 per 
cent, <kwi from 9.77 per 
cent in 1^93 but above an 
average five per cent for a 
five-year plan that started last 
year. 

Inflation, which is also ex- 
ported to be influenced by 
distribution bottlenecks and 


five in poverty. 

Economists also said the 
gove rnm ent, which has ack- 
nowledged the economy is 
overheating slightly, needed 

to a M*** the ft indnu wital 

question of why inflation 
nndged doable digits 
whenever economic growth 
neared seven per cent. 

“Tins is a problem because 
when we get near seven per 
cent growth the economy 
overheats, winch is rather 
strange because other coun- 
tries can reach nine or even 
double-digit growth without 
double-digit inflation,” Mr. 
W2risono said. 

Digby Falkmer, a senior 
analyst at brokers Morgan 


Grenfell Asia Sec uri tie s , amid 
a widening in the cunent- 
aooonnt deficit would be no 
surprise or came for co n c er n 
became of the big investment 
ap pro val s IndooCTia recorded 
last year. , ; ^ 

The go v e rnmen t ap prov ed , 
fowariniwtmnt projects 
worm $23.7 biffion for the 
year to Dec. 15, triple the 
figure of $8 biffion in 1993, 
wfakfa is ex p ecte d to cause a 
surge in the import of capital 

equi pment . 

The current-account deficit 
was Ekdy to widen by March, 
1996, to $4.09 biffion from 
$3.59 biffion in 1994-95, the 
finance ministry said. 


•Save water ... £very drop - counts! 


this year, is a sensitive issue 
in Indonesia, where 27 mil- 
lion out of 188 million people 
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well under way, with inflation 
holding at relatively low 
levels,” Acting Treasury 
Secretary Ran Newman 
said in a statement accom- 
panying the report. 

Tne Treasury said that 
Group of Seven growth 
should reach dose to 3.0 per 
cent last year and could ex- 
ceed that rate in 1995. 

Hie continental European 
economies are recovering, 
and so too is Japan, although 
more hesi t an t ly, it said. 

As for the United States, 
the repeated i ntere st rate in- 
creases by the Federal Re- 
serve have “begun to show 
same signs of slowing de- 
mand,” the Treasury said. 

It added that the United 
States, Canada and Britain 
wffl probably see a “very 
modest increase” in inflation 
tins year, co unterb a l a nc ed by 
a steady decline of inflation 


in -Germany and continued 
progre ss in Italy. 

That does not mean though 
that the. outlook is “without 
Uennshes ” it said. 

Japan's trade suiphs re- 
mains high hot has started to 

decline, it said, a ddin g that 
“a farther modest reduction 
is expected in 1995 as domes- 
tic demand strengthens in 


At rite same time, the 
Treasury warned Japan 
a min^t premature tightening 
0 ? fiscal and monetary policy 
winch could undermine the 
cou ntry 's budding recovery. 

The Treasury also said it" 
saw “no evident need” for 
tighter monetary policy in. 
continental Europe. Unem- 
ployment there remains very 
high and is not expected to 
fall substantially anytime 
soon. 


U.S. publishers, film sta- 
dias, software firms and other 
copyright owners have calcu- 
lated teat their industry loses 

$827 million a year to 
Chinese pirates. 

Xinhua questioned the 
sincerity of the alleged losses, 
saying U.S. firms had filed 
only 20 copyright infringe- 
ment suits with Beijing's in- 
tellectual p ro p e r t y court and 
that only two had been hand- 
led by the copyright agency. 

Losses are not limited to 
copyrighted works. China has 
launched repeated campaigns 
against pirates who counter- 
feit almost any kind of pro- 
duct that is in consumer de- 
mand — whether it is of 
foreign or local origin. 

Bootleg copies of Rolex 
watches, the famous Chinese 
banquet fiqnor Mootai, Lux 
soap ban. Tabasco chili 
sauce and even Cherokee- 
model jeeps have been seized 
in tiie crackdowns. 


Turkey signs memorandum 
to buy Qatari gas 


DOHA (R) —Turkey, which 
needs natural gas to feed its 
nation a l pipettnc network, hr 
to buy tepefied na t ura l gas 
(LNG) -from Qatar for 25 
yean . under a memorandum 
of understanding the two 
co un trie s signed Saturday. 

Turkey's Energy Mooter 
Vend Atasov, who arrived 
in Doha Friday, signed the 
m em or an dum with Qatari 
Enow Minister Abdullah Al 
Attiyah for two million ton- 
nes a year of LNG and an 
option for two millio n tonnes 
more. 

ft “will be converted into a 
letter erf intent (on Sunday) 
when Betas and Rasas ini- 
tial tiie agreement, Mr. 
Attiyah triU rep o r ter s . The 
first ship me n t could start in 
the middle of 1998. 


Qatar has well-developed 
plans for two huge LNG pro- 
tects, one of which is ahead? 
befog buffi. The second — 
Ras Laflhn liquefied Gas 
Co.' fRasgas), the one that 
would supply Turkey — is 
still at the stage of signing up 
long-term customers. 

Rasgas wffi sign the letter 
of intent with Botas, Tur- 
key’s state pipeline company 
winch buys and tr an sports 
gasi Y 

Rasgas is to pro- 

duce 10 nriffion tonnes of 
LNG at a coat of about $9 
biliian bat would probably 
start with a smaller version 
which could be expanded. It 
is due to go 00 stream in 
mkM998 or early 1999 if 
enough agreements axe 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR. SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarroB fighter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: AD day and the evening as wefl 
r eq uir es caution and care in aH that you do. It isn't a day to seek or 
expert the cooperation of others and you would be wise to go along 
with the plans of your mate even though it isn’t what you want to do. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) Home is fine in die morning, bat 
afterhmbh»bcc«efhIof disa g ree m ents or other tensions. Weed out 
yoor wa rd robe for game new 

TAURUS: (April 20 to-Mty 20) Get iimi phDosophkal studies in the 
morning. This is not a good day for traunrfint grt your car in better 
order, dean it completely. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Some financial problem may arise 
after breakfast, so {dan how to handle it wisely. Be economical in 
your purchasing and have some extra funds. 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


Japanese banks dispose of $207b in bad debts 


Super bank 
reportedly 
in the offing 

■irk Big strides have been 
made towards establishing a 
huge Jordanian bank with an 
authorised JD 100 million 
capital. According to a 
known economic expert who 
prepared the feasibility 
study, there is enough need 
and justification to set up the 
bank in light of local, region- 
al and international develop- 
ments. The head of the 
founding committee, who re- 
quested anonymity, said the 
paid-up capita] is cucpected to 
reach JD SO million during 
the first five years with the 
founders covering 75 per cent 
of the capital and the remain- 
ing 25 per cent to the-fioated 
for public subscription. 
Pointing out that more than 
4,000 new companies were 
set up in 1994 and that the 
volume of investments at the 
primary market of the Am- 
man Financial Market hit a 
record JD 430 million last 
year, he said Jordanian 
banks, except for the Arab 
Bank, bad relatively limited 
capital and their services 
were below the level pro- 
vided by many Arab and 
other banks in the region. 
The head of the founding 
committee said the bank 
would have more products 
and services to contribute to 
the banking industry and that 
would be the key to obtain a 
licence from the central bank 
which recently made it dear : 
that no new banks wiU be 
licenced unless they can pro- 
vide new banking services 
that would constitute a tangi- 
ble, accretion of the King- 
dbiu’s banking industry. 'M 1 
committee reportedly i has 
many offers from expatriates ‘ 
and Gulf Arabs, as well as 
Japanese, South Korea, 
European and American in-' 
vestors to bold qualities in 
the proposed bank (A1 Ra’i). 


kk The Ministry of Post and 
Communications reminds all 
subscribers to a post office 
box to renew their subscrip- 
tions before the end of Janu- 
ary. Delays beyond the end 
of this month will carry a 50 
per cent fine of the subscrip- 
tion fee for three months 
after which subscriptions will 
be severed (A1 Dust our). 


kk Complaints have re- 
portedly, increased from 
hotels in Amman, Aqaba and 
Petra that Israeli tourists 
have stolen many properties 
and ornaments (A1 Dustour). 


kk During a meeting be- 
tween representatives of the 
commercial sector and the 
mayor of the Greater Am- 
man Municipality, nearly a 
dozen issues were brought up 
for discussions. The topics 
were: (1) removing garages 
from the Mahatta street; (2) 
having merchants whose 
business has nothing to do 
with health pay health fees; 
(3) issuing violation tickets 
for minor offences and not 
allowing enough time for red- 
ressing other violations; M) 
metal barriers downtown; (5) 
reducing charges for road 
signs; (6) street vendors; (7) 
double inspections from va- 
rious government authorities; 
f8)parking of “service" taxis; 
(9) exhibition; (10) budding a 
tunnel at A1 Sbaxq A1 Awsat 
intersection; (11) licensing 
restaurants and (12) store 
awnings (A1 Aswaq). 


kk Economist and columnist 
Fabed Fanek said in a speech 
at A1 Watan Party headquar- 
ters that Israeli imports are 
sixfold Jordan's imports 
while their exports are 10 
tunes high than ours. But, he 
added, Because of high in- 
flation, the per capita income 
in Israel does not really ex- 
ceed five times the per capita 
income in Jordan. He dismis- 
sed fears of Israelis rushing to 
invest in Jordan, because any 
investor would expect at least 
a 20 per cent return on his 
investment. However, Dr. 
Fanek expected the Israelis 
to be interested in hotel in- 
vestments m Jordan as this 
sector is expected to boom in 
the future (A1 Aswaq). 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
dty banks have spent 2,072 
billion yen (S207 billion) in 
removing bad loans from 
their books since March 1993 
with Mitsubishi Bank Ltd. 
leading the pack, a news 
agency has reported. 

Jiji Press said Mitsubishi 
spent 323 billion yen in trans- 
ferring bad debts to tbe bank- 
owned Cooperative Credit 
Purchaang Co., followed by 
Sakura Bank Ltd, with 287 
billion yen and Dai-Ichi 
Kanyo Bank Ltd. with 253 
billion yen. 

The report by Jiji also said 
that if recent trends con- 
tinued, an of Japan’s 11 dty 
banks, except Bank of Tokyo 
Ltd., would soon approach 
limits in disposing of bad 
loans, requiring the finance 
ministry to relax lending 
guidelines. 

Japanese banks currently 
lend funds to the cooperative 
credit company to acquire 
their non-performing loans 
and the exposurres of 10 
banks to the agency currently 
range from between seven 
per cent and 15 per cent of 
their capital. 

But the banks are not 


allowed to lend any more 
than 20 per cent cf their 
capital to a angle borrower 
and many want the limit to be 
raised to 30 per cent to en- 
able bad loan disposals to be 
accelerated, the news agency 


Sanwa Bank Ltd. ranked 
fourth among tbe dty banks 
with its disposals of bad loans 
totalling 247 billion yen fol- 
lowed by Sumitomo Bank- 
Ltd- with 246 billion yen, Fhji 
Bank Ltd. with 208 billion 
yen, Tokar Bank Ltd. with 
182 billion yen and Asahi 
Bank Ltd. with 177 billion 
yen. 

Among smaller amounts 
were 89 million yen by Daiwa 
Bank Ltd., 37 billion yen by 
Hokkaido Takushoku Bank 
Ltd. and 22 billion by Bank 
of Tokyo Ltd. 

The report, which quoted 
unidentified financial 
sources, said the country’s 
three long-term credit banks 
accounted for a further 335 
billion yen while its seven 
trust banks accounted for 315 
billion yen. 

The agency said in Novem- 
ber that its total acqnisiti- 
sons, including bad loans 


Algeria forecasts oil 
exports to earn $9.2b 


TUNIS (R) — Algeria ex- 
pects its earnings from oil and 
gas exports to rise to $9.2 
billion this year from $8.7 
billion m 1994, according to 
finance minsitry figures re- 
ported by die official Alge- 
rian news agency. 

Tbe North African coun- 
try's oil and gas exports 
account for more than 90 per 
cent of its foreign currency 
earnings and brought in $9.8 
billion in 1993. 

The government, in a $3.6 
billion deficit budget for 


1995, envisaged an average 
price for Algerian oil of $16 a 
barrel against $16.1 in 1994. 

The figures showed that 
tiie deficit will represent 8.3 
per cent of gross domestic 
product, estimated at 1,780.4 
billion dinars ($43.4 billion, 
at the government budget ex- 
change rate of 41 dinars per 
$ 1 ). 

Oil and gas taxes represent 
51.3 per cent of the 586.5 
bflfion dinars ($14.3 billion) 
expected budget revenues, 
against 734.9 billion dinars 


against 734.9 billion dinars 
($17.9 bilHon) expenses. 
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from other institutions such 
as regional banks, amounted 
to 3,161 billion yen, indicat- 
ing that the city banks 
account for two thirds of the 
total. 

The face value of the 3,849 
bad loans was 6,748 billion 
yen, tile agency said, indicat- 
ing a discount of more than 
53 per cent. 

Meanwhile, Japanese 
bank profits for the six 
months to September drop- 
ped 16.9 per cent from a year 
earlier to a combined 789.5 
billion yen ($7.9 billion) as 
bad loan write-offs acceler- 
ated, an industry group has 
said. 


The Federation of Bankers 
Associations of Japan said 
the decline in pre-tax earn- 
ings among the 150 banks 
reflected aggressive moves to 
get non-pexfonn^ loans off 
their balance sheets. 

A spokesman for the fed- 
eration, said tbe combined 
wnw^nis came to 2,033 bil- 
lion yen during the first half, 
up 69 .5 per cent from a year 
earlier. 

Japan’s 11 dty banks suf- 
fered the sharpest declines in 
earnings. As a group, their 
profits before tax plunged 
40.7 per cent from a year 
earlier to a combined 233 
billion yen, the federation 


The profits of the country’s 
seven trust banks dropped 
22,9 per cent to a combined 
48.7 bffion yen whQe the 
earnings of three long-term 
credit banks were down 20.1 
per cent to a combined 58.1 
billion yen. 

Regional banks posted a 
better performance with the 
pre-tax tsaramgs of .fust-tier 

: 1 1 _ i- • - _ ■ , . 


per cent to a combined 354 
billion yen. The profits of 
second tier regional banks 
mew three per cent during 
the same period to a com- 
bined 95.6 billion yen, the 
federation »id- 
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JORDAN NATIONAL BASK 

Jordan national bah k / hew 

MIPIl tB B AST INVESTMENT B UK. 
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JCRDAB KUWAIT BASK 

JCRDAB GOLF BAHK 

JORDAH ISLAMIC «UK 

CHIOS BAHK FOK SAVING ft 1NV XSTMEST 
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FOR RENT 

Many apa rt ments and visas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and butttina lots 


Commercial and 
- — residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
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Cafe 1 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE* 

Sweifiyeh 


81 6690 

At 




Tflf .*$92505 , 891146 / ExL 116 
Fax .-698080 , WasfiA-TelSL 
Abu Hah coramaraal cantar 
Second floor 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
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Japanese firms reduce 
unaccoimted-for spending 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
firms used less cash' for 
“unaccounted-for spending” 

— a bookkeeping category 
that includes bribes to politi- 
cians or payoffs to gangsters 

— in tbe year to June, Tokyo 
tax authorities have said. 

Undocumented outlays by 
companies shrank- by 10.9per 
cent to S3 billion yen ($530 
million) after a record year in 
1992r93, .the' ; .National Tax 
Admimstratkm Ageacy^said. 

The co nstru ction industry, 
notorious -for bribing politi- 
dans in exchange for lucra- 
tive public works contracts; 
was again the leading spen- 
der. It accounted for almost 


outlays by the fiijns audited, 
tbe agency said. 

Contractors awere fol- 
lowed by manufacturers of 


medical products, wholesal- 
ers and retailers — according 
to results from a tax agency 
inquiry into 4,746 companies, 
esKfa capitalised at 100 mil- 
lion yen ($1 million) or more. 

Of tbe S3 bilHon yen, tax 
authorities were able to iden- 
tify the spending purpose at 
only 13.7 billion yen ($137 
million).' This inducted 2.6 
billion yen ($26 xhOEon) don- 
ated to^-pobtirians and .7.4 
' bQfibn ’yen- ($74 mH^on)- to 
cover entertainment and 
other social expenses. 

- It was not dear whether 
the decline in unaccounted- 
for spending was. because 
firms were chastened by tbe 
series of recent bribery scan- 
dals or merely squeezed by 
the prolonged recession that 
has plagued Japan. 
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Private functions 
Music, Dance 
'T & Fun 

Pizzas + Burgers 

it's I nntastic ? 

Sweifiyeh - S63944- 


MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
fimbassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pan. 

6*0- 1130 pjn. 
TeUSOim 


A small 
price 
to pay for 
Success 
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Steffi Graf 


Graf to miss Australian Open 

Sanchez- Vicario could take top spot 


BOCA RATON. Florida 
(AFP) — Steffi Graf drop- 
ped out of the Australian 
Open Thursday, opening 
the door for Spain’s Arant- 
xa Sanchez- Vicario to take 
the WTA world number 
one ranking with a title at 
the Grand Slam event. 

Graf, the reigning num- 
ber one from Germany, 
said Thursday she would 
not complete in this 
month's Grand Slam event 
because of a strained calf 
muscle in her right teg. 

“It’s very frustrating," 
Graf said. “It’s not the way 
I wanted to start 1995." 

The Australian Open be- 
gins January 16. 

Graf, who won her 
fourth Australian crown 
last year, plans to begin her 
1995 WTA schedule at 
Tokyo in an event that 
starts the day after the 
Open final. 

On that day, Graf will 


not own a Slam tide for the 
first time since 1987, when 
she won her first major by 
capturing the French Open 
crown. 

Sanchez- Vicario, now 
ranked second, could take 
the world top spot by win- 
ning in Australia. Com- 
bined with the points Graf 
will lose, the U.S. Open 
champion will need to earn 
665 points to take the top 

r ankin g. 

Sanchez- Vicario would 
receive 520 points for win- 
ning in Australia plus 
“quality points" for beating 
ranked players in the 
tournament. She would 
need to face and vanquish 
three or four ranked foes to 
compile enough quality 
points to overtake Graf, so 
early upsets would work 
against her quest. 

A back injury bothered 
Graf most of last year, but 
the Germany ace had 
solved that problem with 


: VU1A FOR RENT 

Furnished or Unfurnished 

1 . Consists of three 'bedrooms, lounges and dining, 
with central heating, telephone, garden and 
garage (tor a family or students). 

2. Furnished residence with all services and meals 
with a family for female students only. 

Please call 841413 



CnmerutH Xatn 

Beamier, flute, oboe, violins, viaCn, 
cello, contrabass and harpsichord 

Tuesday, 10 January 1995 - 8:00 p.m. 
The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 
Ticket price: JD 7 


Tickets available from: 

• Alahlia-Abela Superstore, tel. 688481 

• Babiche, tel. 661322 

• Freddy for Music, tel. 692696 

■ Music Box, tei. 81 5745 

• Romero, tel. 644227 

• Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 661026 

■ Goethe Institut, tel. 641993 

• National Music Conservatory, tei. 687620 


THE ARAB SUPPLIES & 
GENERAL TRADE COMPANY 


Gnema Tel.: 634144 Qnema 

PHILADELPHIA 


therapy and training. 

“My back has been going 
very wen. I got rid of my 
back pain," Graf said. 
“(The leg injury) happened 
during practice while I was 
ran nine for a shot. 1 had to 
takeoff for nine days until 
it went away totally.” 

“Maybe 1 tried to do a 
little too modi." 

Graf, who lost the U.S. 
Open final to Sanchez- 
Vicario, has played only at 
the season-ending WTA 
championships last Novem- 
ber since the Open. She 
remained in Florida to 
work out rather than return 
home to Germany. 

‘Tm very eager (to re- 
turn). That's why 1 stayed 
here," Graf said. 

Graf was upset in the 
first round at Wimbledon 
by Lori McNeil last year 
and fefl to Mary Pierce in 
the French Open semi- 
finals. 


Argentina 
play Japan 
today 

RIYADH (R) —Argentina’s 
coach Daniel Pasarella is 
likely to field a second-string 
team for his side’s opening 
Liter .Continental Cup match 
against Japan Sunday. 

“We have to play two 
matches within 48 horns and 
after sizing up our opponents 
m make a decision on what 
team to field,” he told repor- 
ters. 

After watching Nigeria 
beat Japan 3-0 in the opening 
Group B match in Riyadh 
Friday, Pasarella is more 
likely to use his top players 
against the Nigerians Tues- 

Aigentina are defending 
ch am pions in the competi- 
tion, which features the five 
cha mp ions of FIFA's con- 
tinental federations phis the 
Saudi Arabian hosts. 

European representatives 
Denmark play their first 


Arabia Sunday, reinforced by 
the late arrival of both Brian 
Laudrap, the Glasgow Ran- 
gers winger and Johnny Han- 
sen of Odense. 

Mexico beat Saadi Arabia 

2- 0 in the first Group A 
match Friday. 

Nigeria, the poorest of the 
six nations, defeated Japan 

3- 0 in the five-million dollar 
c omp etition as Japan 


Nigeria s World Cup experi- 
ence proved decisive in this 
event. 

Samson Siasia, Mntiu Ade- 
pojn and Daniel Amokadn 
scored the goals for a country 
which perhaps mast badly 


winners’s check. 

Earlier in Group A, Mex- 
ico won 2-0 against hosts 
Saudi Arabia. 

Two goals from second- 
half substitute Luis Garcia 
gave Mexico the win over 
hosts Saudi Arabia in fee 
opening match of the event 
Friday. 

The result put the Con- 
cacaf champions in top place 
in Group A in fee six-nation 
tournament. 



forsai£ 

1992 rf fcfievr6Tet Caprice, 3000 GC,“ automatie v witH 
A/C burgundy, velour Interior. Like new. Suitable for 
people exempted from customs. 

Please call:. 02-271100 (Ext 3168) 


R RENT 

M APARTMENT 

A modem, apartment fully furnished, consisting of 
master bedroom with bath, two other bedrooms with 
second bath, family sitting room, reception and 
dining, guest bath, kitchen and maid’s room. 

The apartment has its telephone, separate heating 
system and building equipped with elevator. 
Location in Tla'a A1 Ali adjacent to Gardens Road. 
Please call Tel: 640141/2 Mr. Zafcarla to 
arrange for Information and visit 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARV & TAHMAH MRSCH • '»• » 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold; 

•K642 ;AQ62 vKQ 3 *A£ 
The bidding has proceeded; 

North East Sooth West 

1 NT Pm 2 * Pass 

2 Pm ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — With 18 points in high cards it 
makes no dUTcreace whether your 
range is 15-17 or 16-18, or that you 
were unable to find a major-suit fit. 
You have si least 33 ami no more 
than 36 points in the combined 
holding. That's enough for a small 
slam and ho more. Bid six no 
trump. 

<L2— -North-South vulnerable, aa 
South you bold: » 

+AKI0872 7A94 '652 *A 
The bidding has proceed e d: 

West North East Sooth 

3 7 Pm Pm ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — While you have a good hand, 
it does contain sir losers. Despite 
the fact you - might balan c e with 
less, we think a bid of three spades 
does the band justice. Unleu part- 
ner can raise, we doubt that you can 
make game. 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

+82 71052 C 109752 +AK4 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East Sooth West North 

Pass Paaa 1 * 2 v 

4 • ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Although you have two defen- 
sive tricks, your diamond length 
nukes it possible that four spades 
will he unbeatable. However, a sac- 
rifice should cot be cosdy. On the 
way In five diamonds, though, bid 


five dubs as a lead director. Sell out 
if the opponents compete with fire 
spades. 

Q.4 — tleilher vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

*8 7QB64 >0954 +QI096 
Partner opens the bidding with ana 
dub. What do you respond? 

A. — Normally, we espouse bidding 
your four -card aaha the Ena. 
Here, however, your holding and 
suits are weak and your hand ia 
worth jus: one forward-going bid. 
We would opt Car one haul, intend- 
ing to co rrect one spade or one no 
crump to two dubs. 

05 — As South, vulnerable, yout 
bold 

+A87 -7-AE976 14 +A8M 
The bidding has proceeded : 

Sooth Weal North East 
1 <7 Pane 2 7 Pave 

? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Even with a nrininmm re- 
sponse yen awld have game if pan- 
bk’s values ere m the right place. 
\fjikr a heJp-sai* oy in tbs 

longer of the wftt where a key hold- 
ing is needed. Bid three clubs. 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South 
you bakb 

4AQ72 CJ3 C-BQS *AJS2 
Ttvi MA ti rif has 
South West North East 
1 NT Pan 3 • Pan 

9 

What do you Md now? 

A. — A raise to four spades does net 
do your hand justice. You have a 
maximum no tramp and wreJlent 
support for partner’s suit. To de- 
scribe a hand that now has slam ' 
imhiftmi make an advattCB fllfl ' 
bid of four dubs. 


Sports in brief 

United bid to keep Cantona till 2000 Maradona Jailed for an hour 

MANCHESTER (AFP) — Frenchman Eric Cantons will BUENOS AjBES 

shortly be offered a contract worih IS millian poundsto for an how afierjy SfJaE o CMn pgrare) Crted Maradmat 

keep urn si: Manchester United until the year 2060. taplm atpii tor T t dbnng a cant otto. The coo rt otto 

according to a newspaper report. Cantona, whose present staled Maradona imBt ii<« leave tte cou^ wrtheg 

contratfexpires next year, is set for an improved four-year . jwmisaon as reqoiwdjy tasse**** fePjjN “ S 
deal that wfll ensure fee 28-year-old French captamfinishes rifle, at jooniaSsts qvtfside tos' ho*»e- MSt. sonuner. Bnt 

hh playf flg days in Burf anj , gr p ep rdin g to tfae L)afly Mirror. . . Maradona, who travelled fo Pans after recKvinjg; a. med al 

Untied dreinnu Mar&Bdwaids faquotedas saymg: “Pot from Fide* Castro in Cuba, was not [&**** Jraperatf- 

it tins way, you won’t need to worry about his situation for . son.. Campora ruled Maradona h^ broken 

another three or four more years. We wQI sit down with conditions and sent him to jafl. Bat an hoar. later, 
him soon janddisenss the new an^ngement.’ , Cantdna, who Maradona was freed after tecnringanoth^baflagreemeiiL 


OUUUIwi uuvb v» nnu jvtuo* »» V »•*** “ — " 

trim soon jand discuss the new arrangement.” Cant ona, who 
-has annoanced his wish to stay with the E ng l is h champions, 
would join Alan Shearer ana Chris Sutton as the hi g hest 
paid footballers in Britain if he accepts fee offer. 

Stoltenberg back in Davis Cup team 

MELBOURNE (AFP) — Australia’s top ranked player, 
Jason Stoltenberg, was recalled Friday to bis country’s 
Davis Cup squad for next month’s first round Work! Group 
tie against Sooth Africa in Durban. A shoulder injury 
forced Stoltenberg to miss the relegation play-off rvictory 
over New Zealand in Christchurch test September. Stoften- 
berg, at 20 Australia’s highest ranked player, joins Pat 
Rafter (No. 21), Mark Woodforde (No. 43), Richard 
Frombeig (No. 59) and Todd Woodbridge (No. 91) in the 
squad for fee tie on February 3-5. 

NHL feces ‘apuckalypse’ 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Little hope of a settlement is seen 


Villa complete record double deaf 

LONDON.(R) — Aston Villa con^leted their biggest ever 
transfer deal when they rimed two players from first 
division Derby County, Tommy Johnson and Gary 
Charles, for a combined fee of 2.9 mOfibn pounds ($4.54 
nriQRm). Both jriayers have signed 3V&-year contracts with 
tfae Premier League ride with an option of a further 12 
months. Johnson is a 23-year-oki striker while Charles has 
been, described toy little as the best young full-back in fee 
ctamtty. Vilfe are fourth from bottomof the Premier 
League, a position which would bring relegation at the end 
of fee : season. 


to decide the fete of a season shutdown for more than three 
months in a labour dispute. The NHL could become the 
first U.S. league ever to lose an entire season over a labour, 
dispute. Baseball was halted by a strike that allowed no 
1994 champion to be declared. Flayers gave what they 
termed a “final p r o po sa l" to owners this week, with a vote 
on the plan. “I nave talked to 10 teams today and they all 
-said it was not acceptable,” Anaheim. Mighty Docks 
general manager Jack Ferreira said. “It definitely win be 
rejected.” Should the plan fad, owners could end the 
season or make a final bid for a deal in the last hours before 
tfae entire campaign would have to be scrapped. 

Ivanisevic gets a clearance 

PERTH (AFP) — Croatian tennis star Goran Ivanisevic, 
who had been under the cloud of injury, has been cleared 
to take part in the Australian Open starting in Melbourne 
January 16. There were fears he could be forced to miss the 
event after complaining of right knee soreness during an 
exhibition mirii here Sunday as part of the Hopman Cup 
mixed teams’ event But Hopman Cup director Pad 
McNamee said that Ivamscvic had been cleared by a Perth- 
specialist to resume practice. “He had a MRI (magnetic 
resonance imaging) examination which revealed a small 
tear," McNamee said. “He has responded well to treat- . 
ment, has fell movement and no inflammation or swetk 
mg,” he added. Ivanisevic travels to Melbourne to continue 
preparations for the Open. 

Paris St Germain into last 16 

PARIS (R) — A 73rd minute goal by midfielder Vincent 
Guerin put French champions Paris St. Germain into the 
last 16 of the. League Cup as they beat Anxerre 14. The, 
Parian ride, nrissu^dested rtgtifti* firsi^teafiex^Rm 
Brazil ami LiherioifeGetnge Weah, created ; tew > chances 
against last season’s- -French Cop winners. But Guerm 
provided die winner wife a left-foot shot from the edge of 
the box after a Patrick CoBeter cross was only partially , 
cleared by Daniel Gueireiro. 

Pierce’s lather has new pupli 

MIAMI (AFP) — Mary Pierce’s father, banned from 
WTA matches for his past disruptive acts, is training a new 
German tennis prodigy whose father hopes to end - Jim.. 
Pierce’s blacklist status on the women’s circuit. Pierce has 
been hired to coach 14-year-old Mariene Wemgartner, who 
plans to play in development events and as a qualifier at 
WTA events. This is Pierce’s first pupil otter than his , 
daughter Mary, who split from her father two yearn ago and - 
climbed into fee sport’s elite afterwards. “He’s a very 
experienced coach. He made Mary,” said Joseph Wemg> 
artner, who plans to speak wife the WTA about rescinding, 
the ban on Pierce. 

Holyfield fulfils dying child’s dream ; 

HOUSTON (AFP) — Former world heavyweight boxing 
champion Evander Holyfidd fulfilled the dying wife of a 
12-year-old boy wife a visit here juft horns before the child 
died of an incurable Mood aflment. ‘Tmso thankful be got 
a chance to see me because that’s what be said his wish . 
was,” Holyfidd said. “All tins little boy wanted was to see. 
me.” Tabarric Gentry died Monday, just hours after a 
hospital visit from his sports idol. “People had been totting 
me tins for a long time,” Holyfield said. “Became of my 
busy schedule, I hadn't gotten to come to Houston before.” 
Holyfield lost his worid titles last year and was later found 
to have a heart ailment. After surgery to correct the defect, 
Holyfield has been pronounced fit to fi g ht , even though be 
-faces a crowded path of heavyweight tide contenders m Iris 
quest to regain the crown. - - - 

Million-dollar setback hits PACT 95 

SAN DIEGO (AFP) — America’s Cup defender hopeful 
PACT 95 expects "Young America” wfll start die yachting 
competition in one week as scheduled despite tornado 
thwiHgft that could cost one milli on dollars to fix “Things 
weren't broken. They were disintegrated,” skipper Kevin 
Mahaney said after a storm ripped through the PACT 95 
compound and damaged their week-old boat. The twister 
lasted only 30 seconds, bat demolished a sail loft and Mew 
sails into the water, sending one 1.6 km away. Hull shell 
damage came when the ship was knocked sideways in its 
cradle p re pari ng for launch. 

Yeboah has final say on transfer 

BONN (R) — English Pre mi er League dub Leeds United' 
agreed terms wife Germany’s Exntracbt Frankfort Friday 
for the transfer of star striker Anthony Yeboah, but 'the 
Ghanaian was given until Monday to emupdra r Leeds’s pay 
offer, tfae German sports agency SID said, stn said 
Eintracht business manager Bemd Hodzcnbcin had agreed • 
with Leeds that the final shape of the deal would depend on 
the personal terms agreed with Yeboah. The 28-year-old 
G hanaia n, joint top scorer in the Bundesliga for the last 
two seasons, could either be sold for around $5.8 million or 
loaned to Leeds until the end of 1995 for SI. 6 million. 


BAF rejects Modahl call for public appeal 

LONDON (R> — : Tbe British Athletic Federation (BAF) 
rejected a call by middle-distance runner Diane Mbdahlfor 
her appeal against’ a four-year ban for atiopmg offence to 
be held in: pobtic.. “Our hearings — - and those of other 
sports — are always held in private,” BAF spokesman 
Tony Ward said. “They will continue to be so. It would set 
ah miriecessaiy ^precedent if wC did otherwise." MbdahTs 
soBdtor.Tony Morion-Hooper, had masted the case was 
of great puMfe-tfaferost and of importance to the snorting 
world. “The BAF rate book does dot require meetings to 
be in private,” he said. : 

Deportivoloan Kostadlnovto Bayern Munich 

LA CORUNA, Spain (R) -f- Leading Spanish chib 
Deportnro Conma have loaned Bulgarian striker ‘ Emil 
Kostadinov to Bayern Munich of Germany, ^wife an option 
to briy at the end of the season. A Deportivo statement said 
agreement for the move was readied Friday night between 
Coruna Chairman Augusta Cesar Lendoiro and Bayern 
- deputy diainimi Sail Heinz Rumcmriggc. Kostadinov, 
who helped Bulgaria’s to fee semifinals the 1994 Worid 
Cup, came to Dqpoxtivo in the first ^ weeks of this season on 
kKanforan Pertn^iese'club Porto. But he has not comman- 
-- -ded-a rt^ul&r spot m-Deportivo’s starting line-up. 

^police Injurectat Marseille match 

MARSEELLE' (S) ^ Nine policemen- were frqured m 

■ dashes With -M^sdSBe Supporters during a soccer match in 
the French Mediterranean port Friday,' police said. Former 
European dtenpioni MarseaBe wiere (railing 2-0 towards 

threw missiles onto 

Georges Ramos stopped the match but fights resumed 
piltate tte^ a bus stop and 

arrested- Marseite were.rele^^#^ tire "si^tyM^^isiohs 
adbti&tZoh^ ttey Infedfl^poneute'VdefKSetuie^ 
; to thrdw k league match X993/ 

(^ampionjockeyDunwoodyfacesban 

LONDON (R) ~— British champfou jump jockey Richard 
Duuwoody has been ordered to appear before fee Jockey 
Qub after he'was found guilty of improper rating during a 
race at Uttoxeter Friday. Dianwoody could now face a 
severe riding ban afterhe. a jyeared to deliberately steer his 
momrt G’fane A Buzz in to fee-pafe of Wadswkk Lad, 
ridden by Luke HarVey, in the^lfoechst Panacm Mares 
Novices’ hurdle. The stewards found Dunwoody guilty of 
•r ratentional i nterf erence and referred the incideat to the 

- Ltihdbn-bascd Jodcey Club as it was his second technical 
riding offence d fee season. 

■ j *": % «,i:. . 

v Obree sacked by French team 

PARIS (AFP) — French cycling team Le Gronpement 
have sacked Scottish former world champion Graemer 
Oteee for-fading to turn up to a jse-season traimiig camp. 
Obree, signed last September, was ejected at Caxroz 
tF Aixacfae - t the French- Alps Sunday. “Obree didn’t even 
call us to explain why,” said team manager Guy MoQet 

- “HisattinKfeisanwrong and this is unforgivable.” Obree, 
28,' fee wbfld^ puxsoit diaiiqHon in 1993, was to make his 

. .delxftfotlte prhfessiohali^^ with the French team later 
OSs yfear.- '- - 

Sauzee suspended by trainer 

PARIS (R) — ■ Franck Samsee became the second French 
international to be rinpended by his own dub from tins 
weekend's feaguo matches when Strasbourg trainer Daniel 
‘ Jeandupeux handed him a one-match bam. Jeandupenx 
accused Sauzee- of- fercwring-fee ball at fahn-durhig 
Tuesday’s diode 24) League Qip defeatto second division 
-.'.side .pferpigQan^aiKl sanl had a (fisruptive effect on the 
whole team. Sauzee, who has won-39 caps for France in 
defence and midfield, wfll sit - out the match wife SL 
Etienne. Eaxfier.in tire week, Paris St, Gennam trainer 
Lois. Fetnandez: suspended France goalkeeper Bernard 
Lama for one match because be reported backfor training 

■ a day late after fee Christmas -and New Year break. - 

Two fttlesRt staked In Texas 

SAN ANTONIO (AFP) — ■ Unbeaten U.S. fighter Kevin 
KeUey and veteran Wilfredo Vazquez of Puerto Rico 
defend world, boring in a 'cha mpio nship doubleheader. 

- Kelley, a Brooklyn southpaw, takes a 41-0 record witb 29 
knockouts into his third Worid- Bearing Council feaih- 
erweight titie defeiffle, this one against Mferiro’s Aknandro 
Gonzalez. Gonzalez has won 22 stza^it fights and has a 
34-2 mark with 24 knodomts. Vazquez makes lfe-nhife 


ncMi me crown tor two years. Has a 41-0 record that 
in d ndcs 32 jfcnocfe>ats. Hie has fought three draws. Cam- 
zdes, who has worn 28 straight fights, has a 3fMT record wife 
one draw. He has-xeepided 29 kraxiouts. Cairizales has 
made 16 straight title defenses of the International Boating 
Federation bantamwei^xt crown before moving op to a 
heaywr.4ass.for tins fight. : 


Tel.: 699238 I Qnema 


Tel.: 677420 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


Raghda & Farooq A! Frshawi 
in 

raghbat 

Shows: 12-30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Julia Roberts/Nick Nolle 
in • 

I Love Trouble 

Shows 6:30, &30. MSB 

The Lion King 

Shows: 1030. 1230. 330. 5.-00 


CONCORD T 

Sylvester SalJone/Sharan Stone... 
in 

THE SPECIALIST 

Shows: 1230. 330. &00. 8:15, lft30 

CONCORD 


Shows: 3:15. *13 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


will soon present: 
Mousa Hiiazin 
(SUM’AA) 

in the satirical political 
comedy: 


• m: 675571 

NabU AI HfesUoi TWtre 


Presents : 

Abu Awwad : 

in the sodat comedy: ; ; 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre ls closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are avallanfe' all 



Presents: 

. The political satire: 

Al Salam Ya Salam 


Saturday & /Sunday., is the 
theatres hofiday. 

In English Sunday 
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Becker, Huber secure 
Hopman Cup for Germany 
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-tcerter: were injured; 
seccer maicoi 


PERTH (R) — Germany 
won the Hopman Cop for the 
second time in three years 
Saturday as Boris Becker and 
Anke Haber proved too 
strong for Ukraine’s family 
duo of Andrei Mddvedev and 
Natalia Medvedeva. 

The second seeded Ger- 
. mans took an unbeatable 2-0 
lead after Becker and Huber 
e&cb negotiated tense singles 
rubbers in a final that main- 
tained the trend at the mixed 
team tournament. 

Only once in seven years 
has the mixed doubles de- 
cided the outcome and Ger- 
many’s success bore more 
than a few similarities to Stef- 
fi Graf and Michael Stidfs 
victory over the Spanish 
brother-sister pairing of Emi- 
lio and Arantxa Sanchez in 
1993. 

Grafs withdrawal with a 
calf injury from this month’s 
Australian Open in Mel- 
bourne was scarcely a great 
start to 1995 for German 
tennis, but Becker and Huber 
offered immediate consola- 
' non en route to the $150,000* 
firts prize. 

Huber came through some 
sticky moments in the second 
and third sets before shaking 
off the determined Med- 
vedeva 6-4 3-6 64 in the 
opening singles, which 
Ukraine oadly needed to win. 

Medvedev also took Beck- 
.er, in impressive form all 
week despite a slight cold, to 
a third set in a contest that 
gave both men encourage- 
ment for the forthcoming 
Melbourne fortnight. 

The .German world num- 
ber three served five aces in 
succession during the second 


set, only for Medvedev to 
level the match by taking the 
subsequent tiebreak 7-3. 

Becker, though, gradually 
reasserted himself over the 
world number 15 to wrap np. 
a 6-3 6-7 6-3 victory in two 
and a quarter hours. 

Becker and Haber also re- 
ceived an additional bonus in 
the shape of diamond stud- 
ded tennis balls worth 
$22,500 apiece and were pre- 
sented With a 3-0 winning 
margin when Medvedev was 
unable to take his place in the 
doubles. 

He had been eagerly await- 
ing a contest with his dose 
friend Huber, but a sore knee ' 
forced tournament organiser 
Paul McNamee to raira his 
place in a lightherated exhibi- 
tion. •• 

Becker suggested he and 
Medvedev had “brought the 
best out of each other” in 
their singles in which the 
German produced 16 aces. 

Asked if Germany's suc- 
cess would persuade him to 
represent nis country in 
Davis Cop in 1995, he was 
less forthcoming. 

“If it was with Anke, I 
would play every week,” he 
said evasively. “A definite 
decision has not been made.” 

Courier seeks first ATP 
title since 1993 

Former world number one 
• Jim Courier, seeking his first 
ATP Tour title in over a year, 
beat off a determined Mark 
Woodforde Saturday to adv- 
ance to the final of the Au- 
stralian Men’s Hardcourt 
Championship. 

Conner, who has slipped 
to 13 in world rankings and is 



Boris Becker of Germany jubilates after his win over Andrei 
Medvedev of the Ukraine En the final of the Ho pman Cud 
(AFP photo) 


seeded third in this tourna- 
ment, won 6-3 64 to meet, 
onseeded Frenchman 
Amaud Boetsch in the final 
on Sunday. 

The hard-hitting American 
said before the game that he 
was looking for revenge 
against Woodforde, who beat 
him at the Paris Indoor 
tournament last November. 

“It’s a good feeling being 
in the final,” said Courier, 
who is preparing for the Au- 
stralian Open in Melbourne 


later this month. “I am play- 
ing well ...” 

In the other semifinal 
Saturday Boetsch, ranked 53 
in the world, beat fourth seed 
Richard Krajicek 7-6 6-2. 
Boetsch was down a set point 
before the tie-break, but 
fought back to win it seven 
points to four from the hard- 
serving Dutchman. 

Boetsch has played 
Courier twice before and lost 
both times. 


Wilkens atop all- time victory 

list as coach 


ATLANTA (R) — With foe 
Hawks 112-90 victory over 
the Washington Bullets Fri- 
day, Lenny Wilkens won his 


"isv. po ‘.tee iiid. Fctov 939th game, more than any 
-err trilling 1-0 tosa . other coach in the history of 
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the National Basketball 
Association. 

rfilkens tied legendary 
Boston Celtics coach Red 
Auerbach with his 93 
career , victor^ last Th 
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Jiyiast T 
against San Antonio. He -has 
a career record of 939-793 in 
22 seasons with Portland, 
Seattle, Cleveland and Atlan- 
ta, guiding the 1978-79 Seat- 
tle team to the NBA cham- 
pionship. 

Ken Norman scored 23 
points and Mookie Blaylock 
added 20 for the Hawks, who 
took the lead for good mid- 
way through the first quarter 
and snapped a three-game 
losing streak in potting their 
coach into the record books. 

“I think tiie secret is a 
number of things.” Wilkens * 
said. “I’ve been able to make 
teams into contenders, con- 
sistency and developing ta- 
lent. The ability to communi- 
cate with players no matter 
what era they’re in. Respect 
is a two-way street. If yon 
want it you have to give it” 

Auerbach was 938479 in 
20 seasons. 

He guided the Celtics to 
nine league titles, including 
eight in a row from 1959 to 
1966. 

In Chicago, Detlef 
Schrempf scored 19 of his 23 
points m the second half as 
the Seattle Sopersonics en- 
ded a 12-year drought in Chi- 
' cago with a 108-101 victory 
over the Bulls. 

Schrempf was 4-of4 from 
three-point range, including 
two that came 42 seconds 
apart and foiled a comeback 
by the Bulls, who had erased 
a 14-point third-quarter de- 
ficit. The Snpersonics won at 
Chicago for the first time 
since 1983. 

Shawn Kemp scored 23 
points - and Kendall Gill 
added 15 for the Strpersonics, 
who have won nine of then- 
last 11 games. 

Scottie Pippen scored 18 
points and B J. Armstrong 
added 14 for the BoDs. 

In Cleveland, John staiks 
scored all 23 of his points in 
the second half to rally the 
New York Knicks to a 103-93 
victory over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. 

Starks scored 10 points to 
spark a 28-9 run which turned 
a 72-64 third quarter deficit 
into a 92-81 lead for the 
Knicks. 

“My teammates did a great 
job of setting good picks and 
gettiru; me the basketball,” 
said Staiks. 

Anthony Mason -had 21 
points aji 10 rebounds and . 
Patricks wing added 20 
.points anti 11 rebounds for 
the Knicks. 

John Williams had IS 
'points for the Cavaliers. 

In Boston, Clyde Drexler 
«?°vened a three-point play 
with six-tenths of a second 


remaining to give Portland a 
95-92 victory over the Boston 
Celtics after the Trail Blazers 
squandered a 17-point third- 
quarter lead. 

Drexler, who led all scor- 
ers with 35 points, took a pass 
at midcourt and hit a driving 
layup as be was fooled by 
Pervis Ellison. The free 
throw gave Portland a 95-92 
lead! 

In Orlando, Shaqnille 
O’Neal scored 10 of his 34 
points in a decisive 20-6 
fourth quarter run to lead the 
Orlando Magic to a 121-99 
victory over the Minnesota 
Timberwolves. 

Orlando won for the eighth 
time in its last nine games 
overall. 

The loss has the fourth in a 
row and sixth in seven games 
for the Timberwolves. 


Anfernee Hardaway 
scored 18 points and Nick 
Anderson had 16 for the 
Magic. 

At New Jersey, Larry 
Johnson scored 21 points to 
lead six players in double 
figures as the Charlotte Hor- 
nets held on for an 89-88 
victory over the New Jersey 
Nets after blowing a 19-point 
first-quarter lead. 

Alonzo Mourning added 
19 points and 12 rebounds 
and Scott Burrell contributed 
13 points for the Hornets, 
who won their fourth straight 
game. 

Derrick Coleman scored 23 
of his 28 points in the second 
half to rally New Jersey, 
which played without all-star 
guard Kenny Anderson be- 
cause of the flu. 


RESULTS 

Fortiud 95, Boston 92 
Charlotte 89, New Jersey 88 
Oriando 121, Minnesota 99 
Atlanta 112, Washington 96 
New York 103, Cleveland 93 
Seattle 108, Chicago 101 
Dallas 103, Mi»»« 92 
L -A* Lakers 106, MBwaukee 98 


FOR SALE 


1986 BMW 316 , metallic blue, four doors, 
with A/C. 58,000 km. 

Price JD 1 2.000 

Please call Abed at Tel: 672013 


Wachter 

wins 

SuperG 

HAUS, Austria (R) — Anita 
Wachter of Austria won a 
women's world cup super- 
giant slalom Saturday in a 
time of one minute 25.78 
seconds, according to unoffi- 
cial results. 

Germany's Katja Seizinger 
finished second in 1:25.90. 
and 'Heidi Zeller-Baehler of 
Switzerland finished third in 
1:26.86. 

Wachter, who showed an 
improvement of form to- 
wards the end of December 
after early-season problems 
with new skis, said a second 
place in a giant slalom in Alta 
Badia and fourth place in 
Meribel had boosted her con- 
fidence. 

“The last results were a 
sort of injection I needed, 
and I think I’m back on 
course now,” Wachter said. 

Seizinger, who started 
ninth, four places ahead of 
Wachter, appeared to have 
set an unbeatable time when 
she came down almost a 
second ahead of then leader 
Zeller-Baehler. 

But the Austrian made up 
time with some fine turns in 
the middle stages of the race. 

Seizinger- won the last 
Saper-G at Lake ousie, Cana- 
da in December. 
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Chinese 
lifters 
banned 
for life 

BUDAPEST (R) — Life 
suspensions have been 
slapped on two Chinese 
weightlifting world cham- 
pions in the latest sporting 
disgrace to hit the country. 

“A total of two liftCTS 
were found to have taken 
drugs in Istanbul,” said In- 
ternational Weightlifting 
Federation (IWF) chief 
Tamas Ajan Friday. “Both 
were women and were 
Chinese. We banned both 
girls from weightlifting for 
fife.” 

Ajan did not name them 
but a Chinese sports official 
confirmed earlier that Li 
Dan and Wang Sheng had 
used performance- 
enhancing substances at the 
Turkey-hosted cham- 
pionships in November. 

Ajan said both lifters 
used the anabolic steroid- 
dehydrotestosterone — the 
drug found in all 11 
Chinese competitors strip- 
ped of Asian Games med- 
als in December. 

Ajan said be had met 
members of the Chinese 
Olympic Committee and 
China’s Weightlifting Fed- 
eration in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, on December 17 where 
he informed them of the 
IWF decision. They 
accepted the “severe 
punishment,” he said. 

“They assured me that 
they give maximum sup- 
port to the IWFs anti-drug 
policies,” Ajan added. 

“It was particularly pain- 
ful because this was the 
first case that women 
weightlifters were tested* 
positive,” Ajan said. 

Li set a world record and 
won the snatch gold medal 
in the over 83 kg class in 
Istanbul. Wang shared the 
54 kg crown. 

Seven swimmers and 
four other Chinese were 
suspended by their national 
and international federa- 
tions for drug use at the 
Hiroshima Asian Games in 
October. 

China has denounced 
worldwide criticism foat it 
encourages or at least toler- 
ates what appears^ to be 
increasingly widespread 
use of banned drugs. 

Chinese officials main- 
tain that any misde- 
meanours are the acts of 
individuals and have de- 
nied western accusations of 
a state-sponsored doping 
programme. 


Jordan Soccer League 

Top 4 remain unchanged; 
Wihdatface Hussein in 19th week 


Championship, 
Wibdat’s lead — 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Although 
standings remained mostly 
unchanged after the con- 
clusion of the 18th week of 
the First Division Soccer 
Al. 
was nar- 
rowed down to one point 
following their surprising 0- 
0 draw with newcomers 
Kufrsoum. 

Al Ramtha remained in 
second placed after a 3-0 
win over Al Karmel, while 
Al Hussein who lost the 
lead after two consecutive 
defeats remained third but 
are only two points behind 
the leaders after a 4-1 win 
over Al Ahh. 

The battle heated up 
near the relegation zone as 
Al Arabi scored a vital 5-1 
victory over Al Jeel and 
raised their overall points 
to 17 while Al Qadisaeh 
remained among the last 
four with 14 points after a 
2-0 loss to titlebolders Al 
Faisali. 

Al Jazireb regained fifth 
placed after a 1-0 win over 
Shabab Al Hussein. 

Here’s a roundup of the 
18th week: 

£ Ai Wihdat/Kufrsoum: 
Although Al Wthdat had 
their eyes set on victory to 
take a more secure lead atop 
the 12-team standings, Kufr- 
soum were more than happy 
with the draw against one of 
the country's top teams. 

Seventh-placed Kufrsoum 
are the only newcomers not 
among the relegation- 
threatened last four. They 
will next face eighth-placed 
AJ Arabi m a crucial match 
that will somewhat secure a 
halfway standing for the win- 
ner. 

☆ Al Hussein/AI Ahli: 
Although Al Hussein lost 
some early scoring chances, 
Aref Hussein made up for 
that in the second half. He 
netted the first goal in the 
47th minute, but Al Ahli 
equalised a minute later. 

_ AI Hussein’s promising 
Ra’ed Rababa’h gave his 
team the lead in the 59th 
minute. And ace striker Hus- 
sein added the third and 
fourth goals in the 61st and 
88th minute. 

Al Hussein will next have a 
decisive match against lead- 
ers AI Wihdat. 

* Al Faisali/al Qadissieh: 
Although AI Faisali were the 



National Equipment & Technical Services 


YOUR local INTERNET connection 


Call 619870 


MISSING DOG 

A female American dog black & white colour, 
missing for the past 4 days. 

Anyone who comes across or Its whereab- 
outs should contact Tel: 821420 from 4 p.m. 
every night for a handsome reward. 


“JOB VACANCY” 

A leading Korean trading company seeks to 
employ a 

“SALES MANAGER” 

in its liaison office in Amman. Suitable 
candidate should meet the following qual- 
ification. 

☆ Holding a university degree. 

☆ Good command of English & Arabic. 

☆ Good experience & connections in Jorda- 
nian markets for textiles & general merchan- 
dise 

☆ Should have his own car with valid driving 
• . licence. 

Qualified applicants should send their de- 
tailed C.V. with recent photo to: 

Hyosung Corporation 
P.O. Box: 930228 
Amman 11193 - Jordan 



ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
Water authority 
OF JORDAN 

EXTENDING THE SUBMISSION 
AND 

OPENING DATE 

Date: 06/01/1995 

Loan No.: KfW/L&G 

Further to the announcement published in the local news papers and NFA, the new 
date set for bid submission and opening for the hereinafter listed bids is not later 
than 1330 hours, Jordan local time, on Saturday 28 January, 1995 instead of 
not later than 1330 hours, Jordan local time, on Tuesday 10 January, 1995. 
Other terms and conditions of the first announcement shall remain as they were. 

Contract No. 

Material to be Supplied 

83/94/WM/L 

Xfl** Water Meters 


Horizontal and Submersible Pumps 

1 1 85/94/HGV/L 

Damp Trucks. Flat Beds. Cranes and Water Tankers 


Plumbing Tools. Bearings and Spare Parts 

87/94/SM/G 

Source Water Meters 

88/94/VLV/G 

Valves 

89/94/SP/G 

Submersible Pumps 


Off-Roads 4WDVehicles 

llni^y.yy.vn 

Air Compressors and Welding Machines 

1 1 92/94/WEL/G 

Well Control Tools and Equipment 

Eng.'KosssaiQuteishat 
Secretary General 
Water Authority 


better team throughout the 
match, Al Qadissieh’s Ihsan 
Sharif miscalculated a shot 
and awarded Al Faisali their 
first goal. 

Star striker Jiryes Tadros 
netted Al Faisali' s second 
goal in the 85th minute. 

Al Qadissieh who will next 
play Al Karmel, are now in a 
difficult situation and must 
win their remaining matches 
to avoid relegation. 

☆ Al Ramtha/AI Karmel: Al 
Karme! were handed another 
defeat at Al Ramtha re- 
mained in second place be- 
hind Ai Wihdat. 

Bilal Al Lahbam opened 
scoring for Al Ramtha in the 
67th minute. Khaled Al Aq- 
qoori added the second and 
third goals in the 80th and 
89th minutes. 

Al Ramtha will next face 


Al Ahli. 

£ Ai Arabi/Al Jeel: Al Arabi 
unproved their scoring record 
ana moved away from the 
last four when they crushed 
last-placed Al Jeel 5-1. 

Al Jeel’s Thae’r Abu 
Sha’ireh scored the match’s 
first goal in the 24th minute, 
but" his team was stunned by 
five goals by Ahmad Subh 
41st, Bassam Khasawneh 
65th, Ayman Al Omari 67th 
and 77th, Ra’fat Fahoum- 
72nd. 

& JazireWShabab Al Hus- 
sein: Although Al Jazireb’s 
Murad Oweineh lost a penal- 
ty shot for his team m the 
20th minute, Riyad Azmi 
scored the winning goal in the 
32nd minute moving Al 
Jazireb back to fifth place 
before they play Al Jeel in 
the upcoming week. 


Standings after 18 th week 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA Pts. 

Wihdat 

18 

12 

6 


24 

3 

30 

Ramtha 

18 

12 

5 

1 

38 

10 

29 

Hussein 

18 

13 

2 

3 

46 

19 

28 

Faisali 

18 

9 

7 

2 

30 

9 

25 

Jazireb 

18 

8 

5 

5 

22 

18 

21 ■ 

Ahli 

18 

7 

5 

6 

24 

24 

19 

Knfrsoom 

18 

8 

2 

8 

27 

28 

18 

Arabi 

18 

6 

5 

7 

23 

27 

17 

Qadissieh 

18 

4 

6 

8 

18 

24 

14 

Shabab Al Hessefa 

18 

1 

4 

13 

17 

38 

6 

Karmel 

18 

1 

4 

13 

12 

44 

6 

Jed 

18 

1 

1 

16 

11 

48 

3 


A Sri Lankan man looking for job. 

Valid residence permit, 6 years experience, kitchen 
and garden work 

Pis. call Tel: 690249 


SUMMER WILL COME SOON 

German made, high quality and portable 

SWIMMING-POOL 

Type: KRUELLAND, round diam. 4 mtr.. 1.25 mtr 
deep, inch all extras as filter/pump, stainless steel 
ladder, floodlights, cleaning and water-testing 
equipment, cover, used just for one summer, orig. 
price JD5.20Q 

because of move abroad: JD2,600 

Telephone: 840425 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Needed, a female principal for the “El-Dhia Kinder- 
garten for the Blind" belonging to the Friendship 
Society for the Blind - Amman. 

Criteria for application: 

University degree in Special Education or Child 
education or equivalent. 

Training and practical experience in the education 
of the blind. 

Applications with C.V., photograph and recom- 
mendations to be sent to: 

The Director 

Holy Land Institute for the Deaf 
P.O. Box 15 
Salt 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Also needed is accommodation for the "El-Dhia 
Kindergarten for the Blind" 

Requirements: minimum 5 rooms, toilet facilities, 
kitchen, good-size outside yard and private entr- 
ance. 

Good access by public transportation. 

Please call: 

The Friendship Society for the Blind 
Tel: 884855 
Amman. 


The Embassy of Italy Announces 

The Starting of the following Italian Classes: 

* Sunday - Tuesday - Thursday 

First and Second Level will start on Sunday 
15/1/1995 

* Saturday - Monday - Wednesday 
First level will start on Saturday 14/1/1995 

Classes are from 4-6 or 6-8 p.m. 

Fees : 73 J.D. for two months and a half, 3 
days a week, 2 hours a day 

Information & Registration at the Italian Lan- 
guage Centre Shmeisani near Birds’ Garden 
Tel : 669348 


















Sharaa urges Iran to support 
Syria in Mideast peace talks 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Sy- 
rian Foreign Minister Faronq 
AI Sharaa on Saturday urged 
Iran and other Islamic states 
to support his country's stand 
in the Middle East peace 
process and its bid to regain 
territories seized by Israel. 

Earlier he vowed that 
Iranian-backed guerrillas 
would keep up their attacks 
on Israeli troops in South 
Lebanon, the official agency 
IRNA said. 

He told Iranian President 
All Akbar Hasbemi Rafsan- 
jani in talks here that Damas- 
cus ‘‘insists on restoring its 
full rights and freeing its 
lands occupied by Israel.” 

“We hope that Arab and 
Islamic countries would sup- 
port Syria in its endeavour,” 
he was quoted as saying in a 
statement sent from the pres- 
ident’s office. 

He said that Syria’s “posi- 
tion is unchanged” in its talks 
with Israel which have been 
suspended since February 
and have deadlocked over 
the scope and timetable of an 
Israeli pullout from the 
strategic Golan Heights. 

Mr. Sharaa, who arrived 
here Friday and met with his 
counterpart Ali Akbar 


Arab 

League 

regrets 

Iranian 

court on 

island 

CAIRO (Agencies) — 
The Arab League said 
on Saturday it regret- 
ted Iran’s inauguration 
of a courthouse on the 
Gulf island of Abu 
Musa, which is at the 
centre of a territorial 
row with the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

The 22-nation league 
renewed its call to Iran 
to take die dispute to 
the International Court 
of Justice for arbitra- 
tion. 

“The new Iranian ac- 
tion is extremely r tr 
grettable because it 
embodies the illegal 
aggression Iran under- 
took in 1971 by occupy- 
ing the three islands 
that belong to the Emi- 
rates,” Adrian Omran, 
assistant secretary- 
general of the Arab 
League, told reporters. 

Iran inaugurated the 
courthouse on Abu 
Musa on Friday, 
strengthening the pre- 
sence of its state in- 
stitutions on the Gulf 
island, which it has 
been running jointly 
with UAE member 
Sharjah under a 1971 
deal. 

Iran has said its 
sovereignty over Abu 
Musa and Greater and 
Lesser Tunbs is non- 
negotiable and any 
“misunderstandings” 
should be discussed 
bilaterally. 

1 Mr. Omran said Iran’s 
latest action was in 
opposition to “construc- 
tive efforts” by the UAI* 
and the Arab League to 
find a solution to “end the 
Iranian occupation of the 
Arab islands.” 

“We renew the call to 
Iran to accept going to the 
International Court of 
Justice with the aim of 
solving the dispute over 
the three islands in a legal 
way," be added. 

Iranian sources said 
Chief Justice Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi inau- 
gurated the tribunal on 
Abu Musa on Friday in a 
ceremony attended by 
local, officials. 

Iranian authorities said last 
mouth that a revolutionary 
court would also be set up 
on the southern Gulf is- 
land as part of efforts to 
reform the country’s pen- 
al system. 

Revolutionary courts 
were created after the 
1979 Islamic revolution to 
try major offences. 

Abu Musa, Greater 
janb and Lesser Tbnb 
were all taken over by 
Tehran in 1971 after the 
withdrawal of British 
troops from the Gulf. 


Velayati, also rated out any 
peace with the Jewish state 
“without the full withdrawal 
of Israeli troops from the 
Golan Heights and South 
Lebanon,” IRNA added. 

He vowed the Lebanese 
resistance would “keep up its 
fight against the aggressor” 
as long as a border strip in the 
south of the country re- 
mained occupied. 

“Referring to the Islamic 
resistance in South Lebanon, 
Sharaa said that die struggle 
against usurpers would con- 
tinue as long as the T-ebanesc 
soil was under the Zionist 
occupation,” IRNA said. 

Syria, which maintains 
35,000 troops across two 
thirds of Lebanon, is the 
country's main power broker. 

IRNA said Mr. Velayati 
“underlined the role that the 
Islamic resistance played in 
Sonth Lebanon and re- 
marked that if Muslims 
sought to restore their rights 
they should adhere to Islamic 
principles.” 

Israeli troops in South 
Lebanon have come under 
increasing attacks by the Isla- 
mic Resistance, the military 
wing of the pro-Iranian Hiz- 


bo&ah (Party of God) group. 
HizboHah guerrillas have kil- 
led 21 Israeli soldiers and 
wounded scenes durum 1994. 

Israel has responded by 
mounting repeated attacks on 
Hizbollafa strongholds is 
South Lebanon. 

The Iranian-backed move- 
ment Hizbollah spearheads 
anti-Israeli attacks in Leba- 
non, where around 30,000 
Syrian troops are deployed. 

The Syrian minister, who 
handed a message from Sy- 
rian President Hafez Al 
Assad to Mr. Raisanjam, cal- 
led for “friendly, deep- 
rooted” relations and 
pledged total “solidarity” 
with Iran. 

Mr. Rafsanjani praised 
Syria for “spearheading a 
fight against the Zionist reg- 
ime, for insisting on its right- 
ful positions and not suc- 
cumbing to Israel’s expan- 
sionism.” 

“Iran hopes for a growing 
support from all Islamic 
countries notably the Arabs 
for the rights of the Palesti- 
nians and other countries in 
the fight against the Israeli 
aggressors,” Mr. Rafsanjani 
added. 

The two leaders discussed 


bilateral and regional issues, 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and the summit in the 
Egyptian city of Alexandria 
between Syria, Egrot and 
Saudi Arabia in late Decem- 
ber. 

Arab diplomats said the 
main aim of Mr. Sharaa’s 
visit was to brief Iran on the 
results of the sornmiL 

“Syria is unhappy with the 
latest peace overtures coming 
from certain Arab states in 
die Gulf, so its trying to play 
the cards of Iran, Egypt and 
even Iraq to pressure the 
tnonarchs not to act solo,” 
one diplomat said. 

Mr. Sharaa criticised “cer- 
tain Arab states” for their 
“solitary march” to make 
“bilateral peace with Israel 
and opening their door” to 
the Jewish state. 

While “Muslim countries, 
notably Iran and Syria, are 
constantly targeted by the 
enemy,” Israel and “its allies 
are trying to take advantage 
of die lack of unity in the 
Islamic World,” he said. 

Israel is “trying hard to 
expand its influence in the 
region,” said the Syrian fore- 
ign minister. 


Perry assures Egypt of aid 


CAIRO (AFP) — U.S. De- 
fence Secretary William Per- 
ry vowed here Saturday that 
his country would keep up its 
level of military aid to Egypt 
in 1996, despite the peace 
process in the Middle East. 

“I told President (Hosni) 
Mubarak that President (Bill) 
G inton has put into his 
budget that he is going to 
submit to Congress m & few 
weeks the same level of aid 
for the coining fiscal! yeare,” 
he said after talks with 
Egypt's leader. 

“Our president has already 
made that connmtment,” Mr. 
Perry told journalists at the 
start of a tour of Egypt and 
Israel. 

“I believe we will be suc- 
cessful in maintaining the aid 
level,” Mr. Perry said, 
adding that he and Secertary 
of State Warren Christopher 
were “committed to defend h 
and to defend it vigourousty 
in the Congress. 4 ’ 

Washington provides SI. 3 
billion in annual military aid 
to Cairo. 

Mr. Perry stressed “the 
strong relationship between 
Egypt and the United 
States.” The main aim of his 
visit was “strengthening and 
deepening the cooperative 
defence relationship,” he 
said. 

The secretary praised 
Egypt, which in 1979 became 
the fust Arab state to sign a 
peace treaty with Israel, for 
itse efforts to secure peace in 


tiie Middle East, saying it bad 
“played a bold and important 
role.” 

Asked why military aid was 
still nmning high at a time 
when peace was taking shape 
in the region, he recalled the 
crisis in October after an 
Iraqi troop buildup near the 
Kuwaiti border and U.S. 
forces were deployed. 

The crisis was resolved, 
after the Iraqis pulled back, 
“without the deployment of 
Egyptian forces but it could 
very well have required a 
deployment of Egyptian 
forces had that turned into a 
war,” he said. 

Last week’s summit in 
Egypt between Mr. Mubar- 
ak, Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad and . Saudi King 
Fahd also- showed Cairo was 
continuing efforts to posh the 
peace process forward,” he 
said. 

“Egypt is a source of stabil- 
ity ana moderation in the 
Middle East,” the defence 
secretary added. 

Despite the strong rela- 
tionship, Mr. Mubarak ack- 
nowledged on Jan. 1 that the 
two countries had problems. 
“There are certain differ- 
ences but that is usual be- 
tween states and friends,” he 
said. 

Mr. Mubarak blamed U.S. 
press reports which charged 
Egypt had busted U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed on neighbour- 
ing Libya in connection with 
the December 1988 Locker- 


U.N. fears spread 
of Somalia fighting 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) 
— U.N. forces preparing 
their evacuation from Soma- 
lia fear being caught up in 
fighting between rival militias 
in tiie capital Mogadishu, a 
U.N. official said on Satur- 
day after an attack on a 
Pakistani convoy. 

The official, who asked not 
to be named, expressed con- 
cern for the safety of staff 
working in the U.N.- 
controlled sea- and airport 
which militia groups are 
fighting each other for. 

“If shells land in these 
areas, &Q the staff will be 
evacuated to Nairobi and we 
will run away before it is too 
late,” tiie official told Reu- 
ters. 

A Pakistani escort of 12 
vehicles moving between the 
airport and the seaport was 
attacked by militiamen late 
on Friday after a week of 
heavy dan fighting in the 
area that killed 26 Somalis 
and injured about 300. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Major Zubair Cbattha said 
two Pakistanis were wounded 
in the attack but their condi- 
tion was stable. Somali 
sources said two Somalis 
were also wounded. 

The incident occurred near 
the green line which divides 
Mogadishu into die fiefdoms 
of warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed and self-declared 
President Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad. 

The U.N. has a base in the 
fortified and heavily-guarded 
university compound m south 
Mogadishu bat is relocating 
to areas near the seaport and 
airport in mid-January before 
a total pullout in March. 


U.N. officials fear any 
fresh dan fighting would 
hamper the withdrawal of the 
9,000 U.N. troops still in 
Somalia, but say they do not 
expect the force to be de- 
liberately attacked. 

Clan leaders signed a ceas- 
efire agreement on Wednes- 
day but sporadic fighting has 
persisted between Mr. Ali 
Mahdfs Abgal militia and 
Murusade uulitia allied to 
General Aideed. 

The strength of the pact is 
in doubt as neither Mr. Ali 
Mahdi nor Murusade militia 
chief Mohammad Kanyare 
Afrah attended the signing.. 

Mr. Afrah launched a bit- 
ter attack ou Mr. Ali Mahdi 
Friday afternoon, securing 
him of hampering the efforts 
by elders to pacify the sub- 
dans and of being an “agent” 
of late dictator Mohammad 
Siad Barre, who died in 
Nigeria on Monday. 

North Mogadishu radio 
claimed Friday that the ceas- 
efire agreement included the 
implementation of the harsh 
Muslim Sharia law in Bermu- 
da, but Mr. Afrah said: “It is 
too difficult to implement 
Sharia law or any other kind 
of justice without a central 
authority.” 

He accused Mr. Ali Mahdi 
of “mixing politics with reli- 
gion for his own interest.” 

Mr. Ali Mahdi introduced 
Sharia law in north Moga- 
dishu last year, but it is not in 
effect in the south. 

He described the fighting 
in south MogsK&fcu as being 
between mihriat of his own 
Somali Salvation Alliance 
and Gen. Aideed's Somali 
National Alliance. 



U.N. INVITATION; ffls Majesty »Hg Hus- 
sein on Saturday received an invitation 
from United Nations Secretary General 
Bntros Ghati to participate fat. a DA 
Social Summit which w5fl be held in 
Copenhagen March 6-12. The invitation 
to the conference, which wffl discuss 


issues' such as poverty and unemploy- 
ment, was defivered to the King by AH 
Attqa, a rep re se ntative of thelLN. secret- 
ary general, at a meeting held at the Royal 
Court (see photo). The _mee!feig was 
attended by His Royal Highness Prince 
Haunch Ben Al Husseda (Petra photo) 



Man held after 
sexually abusing 
boy on jet 

NEW YORK (R) — Police 
arrested a 51-year-old man at 
John F. Kennedy Airport af- 


npi muu on 

Western diplomats ignore 5-™ 

added. Another 

Algerian group’s ultimatum ££=£ 


bie plane bombing. 

During the Saudi- 
Egyptian-Syrian summit, 
Egypt's press hit back by 
accusing Washington of 
trying to sideline Cairo and 
ensure Israeli domination of 
the Middle East. 

Mr. Perry was also to meet 
his Egyptian counterpart, 
General Mohammad Hussein 
Tantawi, for talks on assemb- 
ling MI-A1 tanks in Egypt. 
On Sunday, be is to travel on 
to Israel, before heading for 
Pakistan and India. 

On Egypt’s campaign to 
make Israel join the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, he 
said: “The U.S. regards the 
extension of the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty as im- 
portant not just for the region 
but for the whole world. 

Turning to U.S. newspaper 
reports that Israel was trans- 
ferring U.S. defence technol- 
ogy to China, Mr. Perry said: 
“I do plan to discuss them 
when I am in Israel. But now 
I cannot confirm those re- 
ports. 

The Los Angeles Times 
reported that Israel helped 
China develop and produce a 
new fighter jet with technolo- 
gy developed for the Lavi jet 
fighter, a U.S.-Israeli project 
abandoned in 1987. 

“If it turns out to be accu- 
rate, we will have some diffi- 
cult words with the Israeli 
government,” the defence 
secretary said earlier this 
week. 


PARIS (R) — Western diplo- 
mats in Algeria on Saturday 
apparently ignored an Alge- 
rian group’s death threat as a 
deadline for them to leave 
the country or face death 
expired. 

France and Britain said 
their embassies in Aimers 
were open as usual and Ger- 
many nas said it will not 
dose its mission. 

The Algerian government, 
casting doubts on the authen- 
. tidty of the threat, said diplo- 
mats were well protected. Its 
envoy to Bonn, Mohammad 
Hanache, praised the deci- 
sion to keep embassies open 
and not give in to threats as 
“sensible and courageous.” 

There were no reports of 
attacks on foreigners oat in a 
grim reminder of the three- 
year violence that has (tilted 
up to 30,000 people in the 
country, an Algerian radio 
journalist died in hospital 
of buDet wounds suffered on 
Friday. 

An Abend, shot in an 
Algiers suburb, was the 29th 
Algerian journalist killed by 
suspected Islamic guerrillas. 

Aboud, 38, the deputy edi- 
tor of the ArabkManguage 
“Chamc I” radio network, 
was attacked in Birkhadem, 
on the outskirts of Algiers, a 
colleague at his radio station 
said. He died at a military 
hospital in ‘Ain Naadja. 

In another attack Friday, 
suspected Islamic militants 
shot dead a reporter for the 
country’s largest French- 
language daily. Zineddine 
Aliou Salah, 35, of the 
French-language daily 
Liberte, was killed, near his 
house in the Khazrouma 
neighborhood of Algiers, his 
newspaper said. 

The two were the 28th and 
29th Algerian journalists kil- 
ted by Islamic militants since 
May 1992, according to a 
count by the French indepen- 


dent organisation Reporter s 
Without Borders, winch esti- 
mated that another 200 had 
fled their country. 

Out of those, some 25 jour- 
nalists have been killed since 
May 1993. 

Among them, Stud Mek- 
bel, the editor erf tiie French- 
language Le Matin daily, was 
shot dead in Algiers on Dec. 
3 last year in an attack 
claimed by the radical Aimed 
Islamic Group (GIA). 

The threat against Western 
embassies, purported to 
come from tiie GIA, Alger- 
ia's most violent rebel orga- 
nisation, said diplomats from 
several Western countries in- 
cluding Britain, France, Ger- 
many and the United States 
would be killed in cold Mood 
if they had not left Algeria by 
Jan. 7. 

Most Western embassies 
have cut down their staff in 
the face of worsening avd 
strife which developed after 
the Algerian government 
cancelled 1992 elections that 
the Mamie Salvation Front 
(FIS) was poised to win. 

Countries such as Austria, 
the Netherlands, Switzerland 
and _ Denmark had closed 
down their mis sions before 
tiie latest threat. 

A spokeswoman for the 
German foreign ministry said 
security experts had met on 
Friday in Paris to coordinate 
security between European 
Union countries represented 
in Algiers. 

She said they traded in- 
formation but took no deci- 
sions. 

Paris, the former colonial 
power and the current presi- 
dent of the EU, had no com- 
ment. The foreign ministry 
would not even confirm the 
meeting had taken place. 

The French government 
has said it would send experts 
to Algiers to review security 
for its diplomatic and consu- 


lar staff and airport secarity 
following tiie. Dec. 24 hijack- 
ing erf a French airliner. 

Paris has ordered French, 
companies to suspend sea 
and air links with Algeria 
until security is tightened. 

Diplomatic sources said 
one possible solution would 
be to gather Western diplo- 
mats into a angle compound. 
Several embassies have 
already brought in their own 
mfiitaiy to replace Algerian 
security guards for fear they 
would be infiltrated by guer- 
rillas. 

Algerian I n terior Minister 
Abdul Rahman Meziane- 
Chenf dismissed the threat 
and said embassies were well 
protected. . 

“I don’t think it important - 
or useful ... to rack o ur brai ns 
too much about the issue,” 
be told reporters. “Algeria- 
long ago took tiie necessary 
measures to guarantee the 
property arid seenrity of di- 
plomatic peraonneL* r . 

Casting doubts , on the au- 
thenticity of the threat which 
came to some embassies in 
German unlike previous GIA 
sft Hwi ieirtXj he said -it could 
have come from “manipula- 
tors who don’t belong to ter- 
rorist groups” or “people out 
for revenge.” 

French secret services toy . 
they fear more attacks on 
French targets, in Algeria or 
abroad, after French police 

killed the four OTA hiiarkm 

who bad flown an air France 
plane to Marseille. 

France js the prune foreign 
target of Idamists who accuse 
it of propping up the -Alge- 
rian government with finan- 
cial - and mili tary support. 

- Of 76 foreigners Jailed in 
Algeria since the GIA 
ordered foreigners out of die 
country over a year ago, 26, 
were French — four erf them 
members of the embassy or 
consulate staff. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Former Sudanese commissioner jailed 

KHARTOUM (R) — A Sudanese court on Saturday 
sentenced a former provincial commissioner to seven years 
in jail and fined him 34 million Sudanese pounds ($83,000) 
for embezzlement. Ali Abdullah Al Nebeila was charged 
with misappropriating some 37 million pounds (590,000) 
when be was commissioner of Galabat province in eastern 
Sudan earlier this year. Mr. Nebeila, who denied toe 
charges, was the first senior official to serve under the 
government of Lieutenant-General Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir to be convicted of c o rr u ption. 

Man goes on holiday with stolen $150,000 

KUWAIT (R) — An Indian security man working for a 
money delivery firm in Kuwait stole 46,000 dinars 
($153,800) which he was supposed to deposit in the hank 
and then confessed to the crime by fax, a newspaper 
reported on Saturday. The Arab Times said the emptoyee 
swapped toe money, which belonged to the Ministry of 
Communications, for blank paper then went on annual 
leave. After arriving in India he “briefed tire company by 
fox on the details of the crime be had committed,” the 
paper said. 


Islamiyah, winch targets policemen in tiie south as part of 
its campaign to ov erthrow the Egyptian go v er n ment and 
set up a strict Islamic state. The Gamaa shot dead 12 
people, including nine policemen, in southern Egypt in the 
first two days of this year. 

World Muslim meeting stats in Bangladesh 

TONGI, Bangladesh (AFP) — Hundreds of tifoutonds of 
Muslims poured into tins small industrial town Saturday as 
the Biswa Ijtema — the World Muslim Congregation — got 
under way. The three-day event, the second in importance 
in the Islamic religion after the Haj in Mecca, was expected 
to bring together 1.5 million Muslims, said toe organisers, 
toe Tabtig JaxnaaL They said the number of devotr-cs was 
increasing each year. “There axe p ar tic ip ants from r-t least 
55 countries, including from Europe, the United Stares and. 
Middle East,” said one organiser in Tonri,15 kilometres 
north of tiie capital Dhaka. Bangladesh President Abdnl 
Rahman Biswas, Prime Minister Khaleda 25a and main 
opposition leader Sheikh Hasina Wajedgreeted the faithful 
in separate statements, wishing success to' toe congrega- 
tion. They urged tiie participants to pray for a united, 
strong and peaceful Islamic World. More than 86 per cent 
of Bangladesh’s 110 minion people are Muslims. 


Sudan denies expelling Eritrean refugees 50-year-old gives birth to 1 7th child 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan on Saturday denied accusa - TEHRAN (R) — - A 50-year-old Iranian woman has been 
tions by Eritrea that it bad mistreated and expelled birth to a baby a year for the past 18 years, the 

Eritrean refugees. Thsan Al Ghabshawi, Sudan's commis- Iranian newspaper Kar-va- K a r eg ar reported bn Saturday. 

a oner for refugees, was quoted by the official news agency ft saidthe woman was in good health and happyabouttoe 

SUNA assaying that voluntary repatriation of ref uge es was delivery of her 17th child, just as her oldest son turned 18 

going ahead as agreed with the United Nations and and was ready for nrifitary service. “Obviously tbe couple 

representatives from Eritrea. Sudan has over one mgtio n has done nothing to prevent pregnancy,” toe paper said. 

srsstra ^ wSt Geagea meets new lawyers in court 

returned tinder toe voluntary prog ramm e. Eritrea severed BEIRUT (AFP) — - Former C h r is t ian warlord Samir 

diplomatic ties with Sudan in December, accusing Khar- Geagea. met bis court-appointed team of lawyers for the 

toum of training fundamentalist rebels and Eritrean insnr- first tone Saturday as a tnal into a church bombing 'resumed 

gents. here. Judge Philippe Khawanah adjourned the hearing for 

_ .. . . . _ j. . , __ _ t 30 minutes to allow tiie meeting to take plate daring wroth 

Policeman snot SUSpSCtK jStamiSt in Egypt Mr. Geagea delivered “information vitally important for 

... the defence," the lawyers said. But the court thenrefoscd a 

ASSIUT (R) A suspected Muslim militant shot and ctefcncc request for a 4&^xmr adjournment to enable them 

wounded a police officer who was chasing him in southern to bold furth er talks and began to Tend oat charges a gainst 

Egypt on Saturday, security sources said. They said the Mr. Geagea and witness statements. Mr. Geagea is accused 

gunman toot Mostafa Yusef Hamcfi in the thigh during a of killmg Christian leader DanyChamoun and his femily in 

chase near the southern town of Samaloat in Minya 1990 and of bombing s church last February in an attack 

province and escaped. Po lice officials in Minya said toe which killed 11 people and wounded more than 50 others, 

policeman was in good condition. They believe the gunman ■ The have b eep s pift into two separate trials , ami 

is a member of toe mil ita n t organisation Gamaa AI the hearing into tiie murder of Ch&moun resumed Friday. 


hours into . tiie fight 
from Buenos Aires, accord- 
ing to - John Kampfe; a port 
authority spokesman said. 
The pame ox the 16-yearrild 
boy was not released. “A fist 
fight broke out on tiie plane 
when the teenager tried to 
fend off Delarosa’s alleged 
assaults,” the spokesman 
added. Another part author- 
ity spokesman, Tom Mid- 
dtemiss, said the investiga- 
tion found that the man “had 
perfo rm ed oral sex on the 
boy.:, the fight resulted when 
the boy woke op and started 
pmAing the man. ” police 
were waiting for the jet when 
it landed at 8:30 ajn. EST 
(1330 GMT) after they were 
alerted by the JFK tower, he 
said. Mr. Delarosa was hand- 
ed over to FBI agents who 
arrested him, Mr. Kampfe 
said. Mr. Delarosa who is 
charged with sexual^ abase, 
pleaded not guilty in U.S. 
District Court in Brooklyn 
late Friday. He was released 
oh hafi and faces tip to 20 
years in prison if convicted, a 
government spokeswoman 
said. 

Former diplomat 
fined for 
shoplfghting 

CHAPEL HILL, North 
Carofina (AFP) — A former 
top U.S. diplomat m Austria 
pleaded ptiUy here Friday to 
stealing goods worth 521 
from a drugstore in Chapel 
Hill . Felix Bloch, former 
number two at the U.S. 
embassy in Vienna, was given 
a suspended 30-day prison 
sentence and fined $100. Mr. 

shot to international 
prominenc e in 1989 when, as 
a 5-year-old career diplomat, 
he became the subject of an 
intensive FBI investigation 
into allegations that be bad 
spied for the Soviet Union 
while serving as deputy chief 
of toe U-S. embassy in Vien- 
na from 1983 to 1987. He 
strenuously denied passing 

riwwrfafl iiifni matin n to file 

Russians however, and tiie 
U.S. g overnment eventually 
derided there was insuf&dem 
evidence to indict him on 
espionage charges. He was 
dknrissed from the State De- 
partment in November 1990 
for allegedly making “de- 
liberate false statements or 
misrepresentations to the 
FBI” (Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation). 

Wall Street 
Journal launches 
sports page 


was expected to lead to a new 
weekend section on leisure. 
The new pages were designed 
to give an added attraction to 
the newspaper, known for its 
business and economic news, 
said weekend editor Lee Las- 
caze. As of February, a new 
travel page was to be inserted 
in the Friday edition as the 
second step, towards pub- 
lishing the full leisure section. 
Tbe Wall Street Journal has 
published a weekly sports 
page during toe Olympic 
Games in the past twpjwaxs. 
ami during the 1994 Worid 
Cup which Mr. Lascaze said 
received a p os i ti v e response 
from readers. 

Thai police raid 
PatpongBar 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Thai 
police raided a bar in Bang- 
kok's' Patpong ni ghtlife dis- 
trict and arrested 20 female 
dancers, inctadmg fbnr.bcfow 
the legal age of 18, a social 
worker sard Saturday. The 
girls, three aged 17 and one 
15, were toned over fo the 
Centre for tbe Protection of 
Children’s Rights (CPCR), a 
child-abuse watch group, 
CPCR’s Vasana Kaonoppar- 
atna told AFP, adding that 


copy worked at the bar for 
quite some time. Ten potice- 
men arid several workeispos- 
mg as p atrons, Thursday vi- 
sited the Fenthoosa Bar »wh 
found it.was staging flte gai 
sex shows. Police earlier had 
recei v ed an anonymous l*»*p r 
saying the baz employed 
underage girls. 








